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Hearing commenced at 2.22 pm 
 
BROOKING, MR GEORGE 
Chairman, KALACC, examined:  
 
MORRIS, MR WESLEY 
Coordinator, KALACC, examined:  
 
CARTER, MR NEIL 
Cultural Heritage Officer, KALACC, examined:  
 
 
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for taking time to meet with us, we really appreciate it. 
On behalf of the Education and Health Standing Committee, I welcome you and thank you for your 
appearance before us today. I acknowledge and pay respect to the traditional owners, past, present 
and future, of the land on which we are meeting. The purpose of our hearing is to assist us in 
gathering evidence for our inquiry into the adequacy and appropriateness of prevention and 
treatment services for alcohol and illicit drug problems in Western Australia. Our focus is not just 
the Kimberley but all of Western Australia; however, we wanted to come to the Kimberley and hear 
firsthand from people on the ground, like yourselves, what your thinking is. What recommendations 
can we make to government to do things better? Which things work and which things do not work? 
What are the gaps in dealing with the drug and alcohol issue in terms of treatment and preventative 
programs? I am Peter Abetz; Ian Blayney is the member for Geraldton and Peter Watson is the 
member for Albany. On my left is Dr David Worth. He is the principal research officer for our 
committee. Keith is our ever-faithful Hansard reporter and we also have Grant from DAO.  
The Education and Health Standing Committee is a committee of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Parliament of Western Australia. This hearing is a formal procedure of the Parliament and therefore 
commands the same respect given to proceedings in the house itself. As this is a public hearing, 
Hansard will make a transcript of what we say for the public record. If there is anything that you 
want to tell us that you do not want on the public record because it might be sensitive in terms of 
family connections or the wider community here, feel free to say that you want that taken in closed 
session. I will simply say that this is a closed session and it will not be put on the public record, so if 
you feel there is something along that line, feel free to indicate that to me and that will be fine.  
Before we proceed I have to formally ask you a few questions. First of all, have you completed the 
“Details of Witness” form?  
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you understand the notes at the bottom of the form about giving evidence to 
a parliamentary committee? 
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read the information for witnesses briefing sheet provided 
with the “Details of Witness” form today? 
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you have any questions ask about how it works here with the committee? 
The Witnesses: No. 
The CHAIRMAN: I thought that the best way to start would be for each of you to just paint a bit of 
a picture for us in terms of how you see the area of drug and alcohol issues here in the Kimberley. 
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What do you think could be done to improve the situation? What things work well that we should 
keep on doing? I leave it over to you.  
Mr Morris: Chairman, if it is okay with you, I might just vary that slightly. I have put a fairly 
lengthy document in front of you but I do not intend to read that to you at the moment. There is a 
one-page executive summary there and in the space of about five minutes I will read that out. That 
one-page executive summary basically summarises everything contained therein. 
The CHAIRMAN: Just as a formality, we will accept this as a supplementary submission. I put 
that on the record so that it gets minuted that we accept the document from the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre as a supplementary submission. Thank you. 
Mr Morris: An email of the same was in fact forwarded to the committee on Monday. I understand 
that you have been in transit since then and you probably have not had the opportunity, but you do 
have now electronic copies of what we are about to go through. So I will just make a brief opening 
comment if I can, and then for the remainder of our time we would be happy to receive questions 
from the committee. 
First, our sincere thanks for the opportunity of presenting this testimony to you today in relation to 
your current inquiry. This current inquiry by the Western Australian Parliament Education and 
Health Standing Committee has some points of overlap with an earlier report by the standing 
committee in the life of the previous state Parliament. I refer to the report tabled in Parliament in the 
Legislative Assembly on 15 May 2008 entitled “Ways Forward—Beyond the Blame Game: Some 
Successful Initiatives in Remote Indigenous Communities in WA”. There were 
26 recommendations in that particular report and sadly those 26 recommendations were not 
considered by either the previous Labor government or by the current Liberal government. The 
reason for that was Premier Carpenter went to the polls early, so that particular report was not 
responded to in the allotted time for the previous government. So neither the previous government 
nor the current government has responded to the report tabled on 15 May 2008. There is not a 
whole lot that we can do to retrieve that situation in terms of those 26 recommendations, but we do 
have the opportunity today of talking to you about three of those recommendations and the way that 
those three recommendations dating back to May 2008 relate to the terms of reference for your 
current inquiry.  
The three things that do relate back to that earlier report are, first, the need for a comprehensive 
Kimberley regional alcohol management plan. In that earlier report in 2008 were recommendations 
about the success, in the early days as it was then, of the alcohol restrictions in Fitzroy Crossing. 
What we suggest to you today is that those individual alcohol management plans in individual 
places need to be developed into a cohesive and coordinated regional approach. Attached to the 
submission are two letters from Premier Colin Barnett to KALACC dated November 2008 and May 
2010. In both of those letters the Premier gives a commitment to implement comprehensive regional 
approaches to alcohol management, but as of this present time—July 2010—the November 2008 
and May 2010 commitments and undertakings are untrue and have not been followed through with 
real action. This failure has led to negative outcomes in two key areas. Firstly, individual 
community and town alcohol management plans become ineffective because alcohol is a mobile 
and transportable commodity. Alcoholics soon find ways to buy alcohol and transport alcohol. 
Secondly, in the absence of support programs we witness consequences such as product substitution 
and increasing despair in people’s lives. The need for a comprehensive regional alcohol 
management plan, as I say, does relate back to one of those recommendations in the May 2008 
report.  
Second, is the need for a comprehensive Kimberley suicide prevention and youth at-risk plan. In the 
past 100 months in the Kimberley there have been 100 suicides. Every month in the Kimberley a 
young person chooses to take their life. This is true every single month and has been true for every 
month in the past 100 months. You would be familiar with the two coronial inquest inquiries held 
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by Coroner Alastair Hope. Our organisation, the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre, 
provided the legal representation to the families involved in both of those inquiries. To be clear 
about those, there was a smaller discrete inquiry into some five deaths in Oombulgurri and there 
was the broader ranging inquiry into some 26 deaths across the entire Kimberley. In 26 of the 
29 cases of suicide inquired into by Coroner Alastair Hope, the toxicology reports indicated a high 
level of alcohol or drugs, mainly marijuana, in the deceased at time of death. The government has 
implemented the $13 million “State Suicide Prevention Strategy 2009–13” and has built a new 
regional mental health ward in the Broome hospital in 2010. Neither of these actions can be 
expected to significantly reduce the appalling rate of suicide in the Kimberley; as I said earlier, 
100 suicides in 100 months. One thing that is genuinely needed is a serious investment in 
Kimberley youth at-risk programs, such as the one based on the Yiriman project as presented to the 
state and commonwealth governments by KALACC in a business case in March 2009 and yet to be 
responded to by either state or commonwealth governments. 
The CHAIRMAN: Could we have a copy of that for our committee? 
Mr Morris: Sure. 
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 
Mr Morris: In the document that you have in front of you—we will not go through it because it is 
quite lengthy—I have extracted from the May 2008 report some five pages of evidence about what 
Yiriman is and how it works. I am talking to you about Yiriman and you may not understand what 
any of that means, but there are five pages of description of the Yiriman project in the previous 
report dating back to May 2008. One of the 26 recommendations in that report is that Yiriman is a 
highly successful program and should be supported. But as I said before, along with all the other 
25 recommendations, these recommendations have not been responded to. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: We did actually have another witness in Perth who spoke to us for some time 
about the project. 
Mr Morris: I daresay I understand who that was. 
The CHAIRMAN: You may be interested that Dave just mentioned to me that in two of our other 
reports we have actually recommended that it be supported, so we are onside. 
Mr Morris: Very good.  
Third, there is the need for community-owned and operated juvenile justice programs. On 
12 August coming up KALACC will attend the inaugural meeting of the West Kimberley 
community reference group for a newly established justice services program. This is being 
convened by the Department of Corrective Services. The Department of Corrective Services in the 
Kimberley and Pilbara regions is rolling out a methodology that has been trialled in other parts of 
the state; indeed, I believe Geraldton is one of those areas. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: And Kalgoorlie. 
Mr Morris: And Kalgoorlie, so the department holds that this is a successful strategy that it has in 
place and it is now going to roll out these programs in the Kimberley and Pilbara.  
The Department of Corrective Services is about to commence implementation of a new $43 million 
juvenile justice strategy for the Pilbara and Kimberley regions. KALACC has significant concerns 
with the proposal. Firstly, the Law Reform Commission recommended that such programs be 
Aboriginal-owned and controlled; what is being done by the Department of Corrective Services 
clearly is not Aboriginal-owned or controlled. Secondly, the failure of the Department of Corrective 
Services to link in with whole-of-government approaches to safe community issues and associated 
failures by the department to work within the COAG processes. We are sitting here today in one of 
the four COAG RSD sites. The commonwealth and state, through bilateral arrangements, have a 
whole raft of strategies in place that they are rolling out in Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, 
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Ardyaloon and Beagle Bay, but the Department of Corrective Services is working, essentially, 
unilaterally. This is not just my view; this is the view of senior officers of the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs. Indeed, senior officers of the Department of Corrective Services have admitted 
that to date they have had no engagement with those broader bilateral and regional approaches. It is 
simply a unilateral DCS strategy not linking with the broader strategies that the whole of 
government is trying to initiate.  
[2.35 pm] 
The CHAIRMAN: Are you aware of any reason for that? Have they been invited to be part of it or 
have they just sort of — 
Mr Morris: I would say it was a systemic preference from the department. I would say that the 
department has only a scant interest in working with NGOs, based on their track record. 
The third concern we have with the current $43 million proposal is the failure from the Department 
of Corrective Services to apply the recommendations from the NIDAC conference in relation to 
alcohol prevention programs and how they relate to justice systems. NIDAC is the National 
Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Committee. They held their national conference in Adelaide in June. 
There are a number of recommendations, which are contained within the material that we have 
provided to you today, that specifically link alcohol consumption and the juvenile justice system. 
Those NIDAC recommendations coming out of the June 2010 conference are contained in the 
materials provided to you today. 
The CHAIRMAN: Actually, some of us attended that conference. 
Mr Morris: You did? That is great. I cannot, at this time at least, see the direct relationship 
between the $43 million and the strategies that the Department of Corrective Services is rolling out 
there. What is the relationship between that $43 million and the recommendations contained in the 
NIDAC conference recommendations?  
In summary, that is all we want is to say by way of opening and we are happy for you to ask 
questions of either myself, the chairman or Neil. I just make the point again that these three points 
that we have made to you today each relate back to a report that was tabled in Parliament on 
15 May 2008. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: When David comes in I might actually ask him about that. I am a newcomer 
to Parliament so I do not fully understand the process of reports.  
Mr Morris: David has explained it to me previously.  
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: When was Parliament dissolved—6 August or something? 
Mr P.B. WATSON: It gets tabled and then the government has to respond to it in three months. 
The CHAIRMAN: There should have been a response from the government at the time but — 
Mr P.B. WATSON: No; three months would have been the election campaign. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: So, it was literally only by days — 
The CHAIRMAN: It missed out but, anyway, that is something to be addressed, definitely. 
Mr Morris: All those points are elaborated upon in the detail. You have electronic copies so you 
can read through those or the hard copies at your leisure.  
The CHAIRMAN: George, would you like to add anything to what Wes has said? 
Mr Brooking: Yes. There are a lot of things going on with alcoholics. We see a lot of people 
getting, you know, things are coming good but we are doing it in KALACC and all that. We help 
them along with young people on two sides and all that. We have been helping them all along and 
make them understand. Some of those young people come very good; some of them are still getting 
the drugs and everything like that and we do not know where they come from—we see them when 
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they go and try to hang themselves. But everything is coming good. The alcohol restriction stopped 
them and it is good to us. When we were all drinking, people were always drinking, and we did not 
know where we stand. Now everything has come good now. We stand up and say that we do not 
want drinking. When we were drinking we saw our young kids get angry or go somewhere. Now 
we have organised days and the kids are going well. 
The CHAIRMAN: Would you like to add something, Neil? 
Mr Carter: I have worked with the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre for just over 
10 years now. I have worked with the elders and I have seen the devastation and problems we had 
before the alcohol restrictions came in. Then the funding for my position ran out so I had to go and 
find another job. I was working with a job networking service and looking after the Fitzroy area. 
The situation before the restrictions came in was that you could not get anybody to get a job and 
people did not want to work. Then dramatically after the restrictions came in you could see the 
change; we had people, blokes that I know who were walking around town here drunk as a monkey 
all the time, coming in looking for jobs. But the other side of that is that it cleaned Fitzroy up but 
you cannot stop people from drinking. Now we have quite a few people living on the fringes of 
Broome and Derby to get alcohol. That has created another problem where you have people leaving 
town to go and stay in areas where they can get alcohol. They are leaving kids behind and they are 
leaving their family behind and it is simply causing a whole lot of other problems. So I think the 
whole approach by the government should be some coordinated program or effect for the whole of 
the Kimberley, rather than just saying, “Righto, Fitzroy’s got an alcohol problem and so has Halls 
Creek, so we’ll shut down alcohol there.” Because then we get these people who will go elsewhere 
to find alcohol.  
To fix community problems you need community input. I work with the elders in my job all the 
time working on repatriation, which is bringing back ancestral remains that were taken away by the 
white man and put in museums overseas and all over the Kimberley. That is just one little thing that 
I am working on with the elders. Actually, George’s Bunaba ancestral remains are going to be 
reburied in the next couple of weeks. But if there is going to be a serious approach by the 
government to fix problems in communities, they should include the knowledge and expertise of 
elders that we have in our community to work with government in approaching problems. We on 
the ground know what the problems are and we know how we can help out, like Wes was talking 
about the Yiriman project. That is a program where young people who are in trouble or at-risk are 
taken out bush by elders. They are taught respect and they are taught their culture to regain their 
identity and their pride. These are the sorts of things that we on the ground here like to see. 
Government can sit here and get all that information and you go away and do what you like with it, 
but really it should flow back down and any funding and all that should come back. Because we 
have elders like this who can work with youth at-risk and, hopefully, aim at cutting down our youth 
suicide because a lot of our young people feel that they have not got elders that they can look up to 
and respect because that respect was taken away a long time ago. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: How was it taken away, Neil? 
Mr Carter: Our elders do not have the authority anymore to be able to enforce any consequences. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Whose fault is that? 
Mr Carter: The elders feel that it is—I mean, the kids go to court and that is where they get dealt 
with. Surely, there should be some input from the elders. We have that here already; some of our 
elders go sit with the magistrate and — 
Mr Morris: I might just pick up on the point that Neil is mentioning. Yiriman has been operating 
for about eight years as a general diversionary program, but in the past 18 months there have been 
two specific trial pilot justice diversion programs. Between January and April 2009 we worked with 
a couple of pastoral stations in the Fitzroy Valley. There had been a crime spree the previous 
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Christmas and about 10 youths found themselves in front of the magistrate. We had a good 
relationship with the magistrate so he entrusted those youths in our care for a period of four months. 
We took them to pastoral stations for four months and we worked them hard. They came back and, 
as Neil is suggesting, at the second appearance in front of the magistrate—the magistrate at the time 
was Bob Young—got the elders to sit alongside him. It was a long drawn-out process in court that 
day but it was respectful of the elders and it gave the elders an active role in what happened to the 
direction of those 10 young people. I suggest to you that the process was more authentic because of 
the involvement of the elders in that. That was the first one, which was between January and April 
2009. This year we have just recently completed a second case. There was a second mini–crime 
spree, again, with about 10 young people involved in a number of activities—breaking and entering 
and burglaries. This time we did not work with pastoral stations; we took them to a very remote and 
isolated outstation, which is used on an occasional basis, right on the fringes of the Great Sandy 
Desert and they did a number of cultural activities there for a period of about three months. Again, 
at the conclusion of that second pilot program, elders appear with the magistrate and conclude the 
process that way. 
The CHAIRMAN: I guess the lack of respect for elders is also an issue in white culture. Kids do 
not always respect their parents and authority figures but it is a great way to rebuild that traditional 
culture. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do you think we should starting in primary schools and educating the kids at 
that age—even preprimary? I think we start at the wrong end; we start when kids get to about 18, 19 
or a bit older and most of them are damaged at that stage. Twiggy Forrest said he wants to get 
25 000 Aboriginal workers but I think he would be better off putting the money into educating kids, 
educating parents and things like that so that there is a workforce for the future because if we say 
we want to get all these people working but they are already damaged, well, it is too late. What do 
you think about that, George? 
Mr Brooking: We had one school lad stay at the outstation. Some kids get into trouble and they go 
out there where they learn more about the cultural side than the white man side at the school up 
there near Leopold station. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do you think it would be a good idea, George, if elders like yourself went out 
into the primary schools and spoke to the children so they could see you as a role model? 
Mr Brooking: Yes, that is right. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Also, I think we have got to have younger role models in the community too 
because I know that the football academy with Gerard Neesham with Clontarf in my area is where 
the young Nyoongah kids look up to the ones at the academy. The guys at the academy go out and 
coach the primary school kids; therefore, they have a role model and they want to do the same as 
them. I just think it is so important that we get the kids early.  
[2.50 pm] 
Mr Carter: I never started smoking cigarettes until I was 18 and never had a drink of alcohol until I 
was 21 otherwise my old man would have given me a good clip over the ears. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: I know the feeling! 
Mr Carter: These days kids are experiencing drug and alcohol at 10, 11, 12 and 13 years of age. 
By all means I think we should have elders as role models visiting the schools—primary schools 
and all. They are starting younger these days. Any influence that we can give our kids to direct them 
in the right path, and using our elders, I believe is one of the key strategies that we can use. 
Mr Morris: I would like to expand that also. KALACC is a regional organisation, so whilst we are 
based here in Bunuba country of Fitzroy Crossing we actually work with 22 language groups. Just 
picking up on the point that you have made, one of the highly successful school programs is in fact 
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the One Arm Point remote school. What you will find there is they have the highest rates of school 
attendance and retention of anywhere in the Kimberley. Ask yourself the question why. I can tell 
you what the answer is: they have, for the past eight years, had a fantastic approach to cultural 
activities within the school. Culture forms the entire basis of their school curriculum at that school. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: That is a private school. 
Mr Morris: No, it is a state school. It is the One Arm Point remote school. In 2009 they were 
overall winners of the Department of Indigenous Affairs’ PALS program—partnerships and 
learning scheme. DIA has a program called partnerships and learning. One Arm Point school was 
the overall winner of that in 2009 because DIA recognised the extraordinary results in terms of the 
retention and attendance rates at that school. Why are the kids wanting to go to school? Why are 
they wanting to learn? Why are their test scores all going through the roof? It is because they are 
engaged in the learning processes, and their parents and community are part of that school. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: It is interesting because I think that was the school someone said yesterday the 
kids, once they are at school, they pick papers up off the ground, all the rubbish and things like that, 
but once they walk out of school they go back to what happens in their community. I am not 
knocking the school, but we have got to get them in the community too. Once they walk out of the 
classroom, they have done everything right during the day and they think, “Okay, I’m back to the 
culture of my community.” It is a great stepping stone but I think there has to be the follow-up 
there. 
The CHAIRMAN: What funding does KALACC receive from the government? If you had more 
funding, what extra things would you do? 
Mr Morris: Again, some of this is answered in the materials you have in front of you. KALACC 
would have closed down as an organisation long ago were we reliant in any way upon the state 
government. We are nearly entirely funded by the commonwealth and by philanthropic sources; 
increasingly by philanthropic and corporate sources. We have had a log of claims in front of the 
state government for the last four and a half years. State governments of both political persuasions 
have seen fit not to respond to any of those requests. Our overall level of state government funding 
at the moment is in the order of $200 000 a year. This is for a Kimberley regional organisation that 
has existed for 26 years—we receive at the moment $200 000 a year from the state government. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Are you 26 years old? 
Mr Morris: Yes, we have been in existence for 26 years. We try to service the entire Kimberley 
land mass and 22 language groups; a land mass of 1 000 kilometres by 1 000 kilometres. At the 
moment we receive $200 000 a year from the state government to do that. 
The CHAIRMAN: What do you get from the feds? 
Mr Morris: Our overall organisational budget varies depending on whether we are running a 
festival—because our festivals are big events. In a festival year our overall turnover will be close to 
$2 million; in a non-festival year our overall turnover will be about $1.5 million. Out of that, again 
we receive $200 000 a year from the state government. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: So the rest comes from federal and philanthropic? 
Mr Morris: Increasingly from philanthropic sources. 
The CHAIRMAN: Have the liquor bans in Fitzroy Crossing reduced the workload in your Yiriman 
program in the sense that there are less kids coming through? 
Mr Morris: No. The reason there is the question is perhaps the wrong question in a sense. Because 
Yiriman is seen to be a successful program and because it started with four language groups, there 
are 18 other language groups that want Yiriman. We have a desperate need to roll out programs 
across the entire Kimberley. Even were it true that the level of need reduced here, the rest of the 
Kimberley wants Yiriman. 
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The CHAIRMAN: To roll out to the other languages — 
Mr Morris: There are 22 language groups all up. 
The CHAIRMAN: To roll out to the other language groups, what sort of funding is required? 
Mr Morris: I will forward this to you separately, but in March 2009 we submitted a business case 
which requested a sum of $7 million over four years. That was for a youth program to service the 
entire Kimberley for four years. Just to put it in context, the Department of Corrective Services has 
just allocated a sum of $43 million over the same period of time for their programs. The Director 
General of the Department of Indigenous Affairs thought that our $7 million request was 
unreasonable and out of the question, but we do not think that is at all the case given the level of 
suicides we have had in the Kimberley, given the number of young people who have been in trouble 
with the law, and putting it in perspective with the amount of funding the government provides to 
its own services which, I would suggest to you, the state government currently spends $2 billion 
each and every year on police, prisons and courts. In the context of that $2 billion, our $7 million 
request is not unreasonable, particularly as it is $7 million over four years. What you are really 
comparing is a request of about $1.5 million compared with $2 billion the state government spends 
every single year. 
The CHAIRMAN: Would you have the capacity to roll it out to the other language groups if you 
had the funding? 
Mr Morris: No, not immediately. It would have to be something to be ramped up over a number of 
months. This is not just a question in terms of the capacity, it is also a question in terms of how you 
build all of those cultural relationships also because Yiriman is a culturally based program. Until 
you have the elders, who understand what their roles are and how the program works, you will need 
some time to ramp that up. 
The CHAIRMAN: You could perhaps ramp that up over a period of five years or so and work it 
through? 
Mr Morris: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: What additional programs are needed? We have the liquor limitations here in 
Fitzroy and that has given us a window of opportunity in a sense that there has been a real culture 
change in the community to some degree. What other support services do you think are needed in 
this community? 
Mr Morris: I have been anxious today to present in front of the committee the resourcing requests 
that most directly pertain to our organisation. I think you have a good sense of what those are. But 
stepping outside of our organisation for a moment, we were charged with the responsibility last year 
of developing a coordinated approach to youth programs in the Fitzroy Valley. I heard the police 
sergeant saying that one of the areas of need, in his concluding comments, was the need for youth 
services. We were given the funds last year to develop a youth coordination plan for the Fitzroy 
Valley. As I say this is somewhat outside of KALACC’s core business; in fact one of the outcomes 
of that particular process — 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Is that the one you had to give back? 
Mr Morris: Sorry, one of the particular outcomes of this process was that we actually divested 
ourselves of that. We sought a host organisation, an organisation within the valley who wanted to 
take on the overall responsibility for youth programs in the valley. That successful youth 
organisation was Garnduwa Sports. We approached seven or eight different organisations. 
Garnduwa were the ones who were willing to take it on. We developed the business plan for a full-
time youth coordinator. That youth coordinator would be employed by Garnduwa. Funds were 
committed from the Department for Child Protection, and they are existing funds. There are funds 
from the state government again through the Fitzroy Futures scheme. The reason none of this has 



Education and Health  Subcommittee Thursday, 29 July 2010 — Fitzroy Crossing — Session Two Page 9 

 

been implemented is that FaHCSIA and the ICC, the third component of that business plan, have 
not kept faith with their verbal commitments—the verbal commitments on which we developed this 
business plan. When FaHCSIA and ICC finally turn around and give us their component of funding 
then Garnduwa will employ a youth coordinator whose function it is to coordinate the range of 
services throughout the valley. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Is that lack of accommodation? 
Mr Morris: It is lack of accommodation, but it is also the lack of the ICC actually coming good on 
their financial commitment towards the business plan. 
The CHAIRMAN: ICC is? 
Mr Morris: Indigenous Coordination Centre. FaHCSIA is the commonwealth. In this particular 
case—and again this is not a KALACC scenario, the state government has given plenty of funds to 
this particular process. It is the commonwealth in this instance who is holding back this process. 
The CHAIRMAN: What did ICC promise? 
Mr Morris: The overall commitment from DCP, the state government through DIA—Fitzroy 
Futures—and through FaHCSIA, the business plan was predicated upon $700 000 over three years. 
The CHAIRMAN: That is not huge sums of money. 
Mr Morris: No; and two-thirds of that exists courtesy of the state government. The missing third is 
the commonwealth’s; plus housing, as Peter quite rightly suggested. 
The CHAIRMAN: That is the message we are hearing repeatedly, that housing is one of the 
biggest obstacles to getting support service personnel into the communities. 
Mr Morris: Absolutely. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is there anything else you would like to share with us in terms of how we can 
capitalise on the progress that has been made? Any other things, apart from what you have already 
mentioned, that you think the government could capitalise on? 
Mr Morris: I will just take the opportunity in closing to reiterate some of the things I have said in 
as much as I think you now have a good sense of what our requests are and what our priorities are. 
We would love to see at some time a coordinated regional approach to alcohol. I am sure the 
committee has some power to have an engagement with government to ensure that there is in fact a 
coordinated regional approach in that area. Obviously we have youth programs. We have had 
longstanding requests in front of government, and those requests have not been responded to to 
date. What we do see is agencies such as the Department of Corrective Services about to spend 
$43 million and not talking to anyone else about how they are doing that. We would love for the 
committee to have some influence in terms of how single agencies go about their work and ensure 
that in fact a coordinated bilateral whole-of-government outcome is achieved. 
The CHAIRMAN: George, would you like to say anything? What about you, Neil? 
Mr Brooking: It is very good. I think as long as the problems of government people and everything 
will be handled well. Thank you. 
Mr Carter: I have not got anymore to say other than what has been said. I think you have got an 
idea of where we are coming from and how we work here at KALACC.  
Mr P.B. WATSON: Keep up your good work. 
Mr Carter: I have not got anymore to say. 
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for your time, effort and energy. What will happen now 
is the transcript will be produced of what we have talked about. That will be posted to you. That is 
why we got your postal addresses before. You need to send that back within 28 days of the date on 
the letter. If you do not send anything back to us, we will assume it is correct. We ask you to read 
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through it very carefully to make sure we have the spellings correct, sometimes acronyms and 
organisations they may not have quite got it right. Check it carefully. If, when you read through the 
transcript, you wish you had told us this or that, you cannot add that into the transcript but add an 
extra sheet of paper and add whatever extra information. We will receive that as a supplementary 
submission. We will certainly take that into account.  
Thank you very much for your time and energy in being here.  

Hearing concluded at 3.04 pm 


