
Legislative Council Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations

QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING

Western Australia Police Force

The Committee asked:

1. With respect to the Voluntary Targeted Separation Scheme:

(a) Have all separations been completed; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that all separations have been completed.

(b) If not, when do you expect the remaining separations to occur?

Answer:

Not applicable.

Hon Nick Goiran MLC asked:

1. I refer to p. 436 of Budget Paper No.2, Volume 2 and the statement that  The
Department has commenced the FDV GPS Tracking Trial which is a two-year trial to
electronically monitor high risk FDV offenders in the community, designed to
increase the safety for victims of FDV and the community , and I ask:

(a) When was this trial commenced;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that they are collaborating with the Department of Justice
throughout the two-year trial of electronic monitoring of high-risk family and domestic
violence offenders. The WA Police Force State Operations Command Centre houses
the monitoring station that the Department of Justice utilises to track the fitted devices,
ensuring offenders adhere to conditions set by a judicial officer. An alert will be set off
if offenders breach these conditions, with Adult Community Corrections Officers swiftly
and appropriately responding in consultation with dedicated police officers. The trial is
aimed at increasing the safety of victims and the community.

Page 436 of Budget Paper No. 2, Volume 2 is a matter for the Department of Justice.
Further questions should be directed to the Attorney General.

(b) How much has this trial cost to date

Answer:

See answer to (a).

Page 1 of 13



(c) Is this program based on a similar program used elsewhere;

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(d) If yes to (c), where;

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(e) If yes to (c) what were the findings;

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(f) How is the GPS tracking designed to increase the safety for victims of FDV;

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(g) Are the victims alerted if the perpetrator comes into a designated area;

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(h) How many sites are part of the trial; and

Answer:

See answer to (a).

(i) What have been the findings of the trial to date?

Answer:

See answer to (a).

2. I refer to the total appropriation for Police on page 417 of Budget Paper No.2,
Volume 2, and I ask:

(a) How many cases of Family and Domestic Violence were reported during the
reporting period; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that, for the 2019-20 financial year, the number of crime
and general incidents where a family relationship has been identified between the
involved persons, are as follows:
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Incident type Number of incidents

Crime incidents 32,961
General incidents 16,168

(b) How many cases of Elder Abuse were reported during the reporting period?

Answer:

There were 486 crime incidents reported in the 2019-20 financial year where the 'elder
abuse  indicator has been flagged on the incident.

Notes:
1. Statistics are provisional and subject to revision.
2. Part (a) statistics include all general and crime incidents re orted to the WA Police

Force where a family relationship has been established between the parties
involved and the incident was reported between 1 July 2019 and 30 June 2020,
inclusive.

3. From 1 July 2017, a family relationship is defined for the purpose of recording
incidents by the \N  Police Force as immediate family, and involves:

Partner/ ex-partner
Parents
Guardians of children
Children who reside or regularly stay with involved parties.

4. Part (b) statistics for  elder abuse  are of crime incidents where the ‘elder abuse 
flag  as marked in the Incident Management System and the incident was
reported between 01 July 2019 and 30 June 2020. The correctness and
completeness of these statistics is dependent on the operational assessment of
officers, as well as the accuracy of subsequent recording.

5. A general incident is considered to be an incident that does not include any valid
offences.

6. Crime incidents are those where at least one substantiated offence has been
recorded. A substantiated offence is an offence that has not been recorded with
an outcome of ‘Entered in Error’, ‘Falsely Reported , ‘Mistakenly Reported , ‘No
Criminal Offence’, or ‘Offence Substituted’.

3. I refer to the total appropriation for Police on page 417 of Budget Paper No.2,
Volume 2, and I ask:

(a) What was the cost for administering permits for protestor and
demonstrator activities in 2019/20 and what is the budgeted cost for 2020/21;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the administration costs for permits under the Public
Order in Streets Act 1984 was $6,963.18.

This activity and associated costs are part of normal police activity and supported
through the agency s appropriation.
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(b) What are the additional costs for managing permits for protestor and
demonstrator activities;

Answer:

These activities are generally part of normal operational policing.

(c) Are all these permits issued under the Public Order in Streets Act 1984 and if
not, under what other powers are they issued;

Answer:

Yes.

(d) Have any charges been laid in breach of permits by persons in areas outside
of abortion clinics; and

Answer:

There have been no charges laid for offences against section 9 of the Public Order in
Streets Act 1984.

(e) If yes to (d) what charges have been laid or other action taken by police in
respect of such incidents, and the outcome of that action?

Answer:

Not applicable.

Hon Martin Aldridge MLC asked:

1. I refer to the Road Trauma Trust Account (RITA) and I ask:

(a) please detail and itemise the expenditure from the RITA for 2019-20 and for
budget year 2020-21.

Answer:

Please refer to Attachment A.

(b) has any expenditure from the account in 2019-20 or planned expenditure in
2020-21 not been endorsed by the Road Safety Council?

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise that all programs funded by the Road Trauma
Trust Account in 2019-20 and 2020-21 were recommended by the Road Safety
Council.
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(c) if yes to (b) please details those initiatives or projects not endorsed by the
Road Safety Council.

Answer:

Not applicable.

(d) what is the  Infringement Management Reform Program  and how was it
determined that a $3.1 million investment from the RITA would improve road
safety?

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise that the Infringement Management Reform
Program will replace the existing Infringement Processing System and will introduce
online options for part payment of infringements, nominating responsible drivers and
court elections. The administrative savings resulting from a shift to digital infringements
and online customer services will be redirected to other road safety programs and
initiatives.

(e) what is the total cost of the infringement management reform program?

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise the total cost is $13.74 million.

(f) is there any limitation on RTTA funding being applied to local government
roads?

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise that there is no limitation on Road Trauma Trust
Account funding being applied to local government roads. The general practice is for
Local Governments to make submissions for local road improvements to Main Roads
WA, which has access to a range of funding sources and road improvement programs,
including the Road Trauma Trust Account.

(g) if no to (f) how do Local Governments seek funding from the RTTA?

Answer:

Not applicable.

(h) why were $23 million in payments delayed from the RTTA in previous years
identifying the project, amount of funding delayed and the reason for the
delay?

Answer:

Please refer to Attachment B.
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(i) please explain the increase in funding to the Road Safety Commission
between 2019-20 and 2020-21 and the reduction in funding between 2020-21
and 2021-22.

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise the increase in funding between 2019-20 and
2020-21 and the subsequent reduction in funding in 2021-22 is due principally to
project carryovers listed in Attachment B, offset by adjustments to other program
funding.

2. I refer to page 418 of Budget Paper 2 regarding  New Initiatives  and I ask:

(a) for each year from 2020-21 and the forward estimates please detail the number
of additional Police Officers that will be deployed for service in:

(i) Metropolitan areas; and
(ii) Regional areas;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the Government has funded an additional 800 police
officers with 200 officers recruited per annum between 2020-21 and 2023-24. This will
strengthen frontline policing capability and presence in the community.

In 2020-21, 102 additional police officers will be deployed in the metropolitan area, and
98 additional police officers will be allocated to Regional WA.

Allocations in future years will be made by the Commissioner of Police.

(b) when will the government 2017 election commitment to an additional
300 officers be met;

Answer:

Whilst the premise of the question is wrong, all officers promised at the 2017 State
Election have been deployed.

(c) when will the government COVID-19 response of a further additional
150 officers be met;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that these officers have been recruited and are
undergoing recruit training.

(d) when will the government s budget commitment of a further additional
800 officers be met;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that 200 additional Police officers will be delivered each
Financial Year, 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24.
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(e) I refer to a media statement attributed to the Premier and Minister for
Police on 14 October 2020 announcing 98 additional police officers expected
in 2020-21, and I ask:

(i) how is this number determined;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that Police Officers are deployed by the Commissioner of
Police. Deployment decisions reflect demand for policing services across the State,
and remain flexible, as FTE may be redeployed to respond to changing circumstances.

(ii) in which Policing regions will they be deployed; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the 98 Police Officers will be deployed across all
Regional Western Australia policing districts.

(iii) please attribute to these 98 officers proportionally to the
three announcements above relating to Police numbers;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the 98 Police Officers will be deployed from the first
200 additional Officers in the 800 Police Officer program.

(f) please detail the $124,000 Local Projects Local Jobs grant in 2020-21 and the
reason for the spending change;

The WA Police Force advise that as part of the 2020-21 Budget process, a funding
carryover of $0,124 million from 2019-20 to 2020-21 to improve Local Government
closed-circuit television (CCTV) coverage has been approved.

(g) will Operation Heat Shield or a similar operation continue in 2020-21 and
across the forward estimates and how is this funded; and

Answer:

Future decisions about summer police resourcing will be worked through with WA
Police in due course.

(h) please detail the project entitled  Police Headquarters Planning ?

Answer:

The Western Australia Police Force seeks to consolidate police personnel from various
leased and owned premises into a new fit-for-purpose, proposed government owned
facility. The proposed facility would establish a strategic command centre for police
activities across all fifteen metropolitan and regional police districts in Western
Australia. Funding was allocated to both the Department of Finance and the WA Police
Force for the development of a business case.
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3.1 refer to page 418 of Budget Paper 2 and specifically paragraph 3 and I ask:
(a) please identify the Police Stations across regional WA that will be refurbished
or upgraded, their scope of work, their individual funding amount and the
timeline for each project; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that $23.5 million was allocated on refurbishments and
upgrades at 15 police stations across regional and metropolitan WA during 2020-21.
Of that $23.5 million, $13 million will be spent on refurbishments in regional WA and
will include the following police stations:

Regional Station
Upgrade

Scope of works Amount Timeline

Narrogin • New roofing
e New Pleating, Ventilation, Air

Conditioning system
• Upgrade and improve operational areas

$1.5 m 2020-21

Laverton o New operational areas
• Refurbishment of internal facility
• Upgrade internal and external security

measures
• Install/replace air-conditioning
• Upgrade to provide for flood mitigation
• Install larger capacity  enerator

$2.0 m 2020-21

Katanning • Pitch roof to rear of station
• Upgrades to operational areas
• Upgrade to internal facilities
• Undercover parking structures for

operational vehicles
• Install stormwater drainage system and

resurface rear compound asphalt
• Upgrade external security measures

$1.5m 2020-21

Derby • General fitout to station and establish
public interview room

• Upgrade security internal and external
security measures
General repairs to the external
compound surfaces

$1.5m 2020-21

Collie • Replace roof
• Upgrade internal and external security

measures

• Old Officer in Charge quarters to be
converted to a recreation area and gym

• Replace air conditioning
Upgrade of internal fit out

$1.5m 2020-21

Merredin • Expand existing rear carpark and
resurface

» Install undercover vehicle bays to rear
compound

• Upgrade external security measures

$1.5m 2020-21
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• New gymnasium
• New insulated new reticulation and

landscaping
• Canopy over outdoor recreational area
• Demolish old Officer in Charge residence

and sheds
Williams • Upgrade internal operational areas

• New operations/staff amenities room
• Refurbish staff toilets/change room
• New armoury
• Modifications to gym

$1.0m 2020-21

Wagin • New and upgrade operational areas
• New carports

$1.0m 2020-21

Donnybrook • Upgrade external security measures
• Construct carport or shade sails for

operational vehicles
• Decommission unused public/courtroom

toilet
• Upgrade and improve operational areas
• Refurbish entrance to facilitate

handicapped access
• Repair roof
• Refurbish gym
• Improve internal fitout

$1.0m 2020-21

Kununurra Modification and upgrade works to improve
station functionality and improved parking

$0.5m 2020-21

$13.0m 2020-21

(b) how were these Police Stations prioritised for investment ahead of
other sites?

Answer:

The WA Police Force identified these stations based on operational need and being
Shovel ready , with priority given to those that were able to be delivered within 12
months.

4. I refer to the government s response to the Methamphetamine Action Plan
Taskforce Report and I ask:

(a) how much did the WA Police Force receive in each of the previous budget
years, the 2020-21 budget year and each year of the forward estimates for this
purpose;

Answer:

The WA Police Force received $147,271 million consisting of:

$ million
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Total
$14,223 $23,992 $21,712 $23,006 $21,717 $21,266 $21,355 $147,271

Page 9 of 13



(b) please provide a breakdown of funded activities in 2020-21; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the funded activities in 2020-21 relate to Meth Border
Force FTE (100 Police Officers and 20 Support Staff) and associated equipment and
operational expenses. This increases the Agency's capability across a diverse number
of operational areas who undertake both covert and overt investigations. Capital funds
are being used for specialist equipment and accommodation:

Cost Item $ million
Salaries $16,604
Equipment and operational expenses $4,040
Total Recurrent $20,644
Specialist equipment and
accommodation

$2,362

Capital $2,362
Total $23,006

(c) please explain any funding changed in the 2020-21 budget year and each
year of the forward estimates?

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the changes in funding from 2020-21 and forward
estimates reflect the capital funding that has been provided. Changes are also due to
increased funding from 2021-22 and future years in relation to salary cost escalation.

5.1 refer to page 419 of Budget Paper 2 and specifically paragraph 6 and I ask:
(a) what budget allocation has been allocated to the Meth Border Force

in 2020 - 21 and each year of the forward estimates;

Answer:

The WA Police Force targets the supply of methamphetamine across the State through
local police, and the use of specialist teams and equipment as required. In relation to
the Meth Border Force funding, the following information is provided:

$M 2020-
21

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Total

Recurrent $20,644 $21,117 $21,266 $21,355 $84,382
Capital $2,362 $0,600 $2,962

$23,006 $21,717 $21,266 $21,355 $87,344
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(b) what is t e sworn officer FTE for the Meth Border Force for 2020-21 and
each year of the forward estimates;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the Meth Border Force program provided 100
additional sworn officers from 2017-18 on a permanent basis to address the scourge
of methamphetamine.

(c) on how many occasions have the Meth Enforcement Vans been
deployed since their deployment; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that there have been 93 deployments of the Meth
Enforcement Vans since February 2017.

(d) how much methamphetamine has been seized by the three vans to date?

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the enforcement vans have been used in targeted
operations across the state and have resulted in the seizure of illicit substances
including meth (314.64 grams), cocaine, cannabis and other illegal drugs. The
deployments have also resulted in the detection of drivers under the influence of
methamphetamine and other drugs, seizure of firearms and other weapons and the
apprehension of persons subject to arrest warrants for serious offences.

6.1 refer to page 420 of Budget Paper 2 and specifically paragraph 13 and I ask:
(a) noting the comments that the Western Australia Police Force are

responsible for emergencies involving persons lost in a marine
environment, why is it that the force have no marine capability outside of the
metropolitan area; and

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the Emergency Management Act 2005, in conjunction
with the Emergency Management Regulations 2006, establishes the Commissioner of
Police as the Hazard Management Agency within Western Australia for persons lost
or in distress on land or in a marine environment.

The Fire and Emergency Services Act 1998 identifies the Fire and Emergency
Services Commissioner s functions in relation to Volunteer Marine Rescue Groups
(VMRG) as:

(a) to provide for the carrying out of monitoring activities and marine search and
rescue operations; and

(b) to promote the safety of life and property from natural disasters, accidents
and other events that may require marine search and rescue operations to be
carried out; and

(c) to provide for the carrying out of assistance operations; and
(d) to have general responsibility for all VMRG.
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There are 39 VMRG and in conjunction with remote ranger groups provide search and
rescue response.

The Water Police Coordination Centre, located within the North Fremantle Water
Police complex provides coordination and support for marine search and rescue
incidents in Regional Western Australia. This includes the deployment of vessels from
the 39 VMRG as well as other government and non-government agencies. The WA
Police Force in conjunction with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority coordinate a
variety of air assets which are a critical component of a marine search and rescue
response.

(b) has the WA Police Force or the State Government commissioned any
report or review to assess its obligations and capability on water?

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the Department of Premier and Cabinet conducted a
Government Marine Vessel review.

7. I refer to page 422 of Budget Paper 2 and the  Outcomes and Key Effectiveness
Indicators  and I ask:

(a) how is the effectiveness of road safety awareness campaigns assessed
and determined?

Answer:

The Road Safety Commission advise that the effectiveness of road safety awareness
campaigns is assessed based on independent surveys of a statistically valid random
sample of both regional and metropolitan drivers. All campaigns with a significant
television component and a budget of at least $500,000 are included in this indicator.

(b) which of the indicators can be provided on a regional basis?

(c) please provide those indicators showing regional WA data?

Answer (b and c):

The Road Safety Commission advise that during the 2019-20 financial year, the state¬
wide indicator was 82%, which represented a Perth metropolitan result of 80% and a
regional WA result of 92%.

8.1 refer to page 428 of Budget Paper 2 and  Income from State Government’ and I ask:
(a) please detail the funding received from Royalties for Regions -

Regional Community Services Fund including the purpose of the funding for
each project or initiative?

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the Regional Community Services Fund relates to
the operating expense funding for the following:

• Regional Police Incentives - payments for attraction and retention to encourage
staff to transfer to regional locations. Funding allocated in 2020-21 is $2.5
million.
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• Regional Worker Incentives Allowance Payments - district allowance payments
made to police officers in the regions. Funding allocated in 2020-21 is $2,389
million

• Regional Police Enforcement Unit - dedicated traffic enforcement effort on
Regional roads, directed by the State Traffic Command and coordinated with
Regional WA district traffic operations. Funding allocated in 2020-21 is $5,465
million

• Community Safety Network/Regional Radio Network - funding is to meet the
ongoing costs to maintain the regional radio network. Funding allocated in
2020-21 is $8,232 million

• Commonwealth Legislated Radio Frequency Change - funding relates to the
conversion of the radio network from analogue to digital in the Kimberley region
that was not covered by the Regional Radio Network project. Funding allocated
in 2020-21 is $386,000.

9. I refer to the State Governments commitment to implement a Police specific
compensation scheme and I ask:

(a) has the 2020-21 State Budget allocated funds for the
design or implementation of such a scheme;

Answer:

The WA Police Force advise that the funds have been allocated.

(b) when is the scheme due to commence and?

Answer:

The State Government has already delivered a number of initiatives aligned with police
compensation for officers who need to be medically retired due to work-related illness
or injury.

• The $16 million Police Redress Scheme was formally opened on 13 December
2018 and concluded in May 2020. The scheme provided for a maximum payment
of $150,000 and was designed to offer some recognition of the indignity and
treatment of some medically retired officers.

• Section 33ZD (2) of the Police Act 1892 (Police Act) now provides for a more
dignified and honourable medical retirement process for Police Officers and
Aboriginal Police Liaison Officers. Officers who need to retire early as they are
medically unfit are no longer terminated under the same section of the Police Act
under which officers who might be deemed to be corrupt, are dismissed.

• The State Government is committed to delivering police compensation to close the
gap in Police Officers  and Aboriginal Police Liaison Officers  entitlements when
they suffer a work-related illness or injury. The gap is that officers who can no
longer serve, due to their illness or injury and need to be medically retired, are not
entitled to receive any lump sum benefit for their work caused injury or illness. A
proposal will be outlined to the WA Police Union in the future.
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Road Trauma Trust Account

Attachment A

2019-20 2020-21

Program-Project Implementing
Agency

Actual
Expenditure

Approved
Budget

$'000 $'000
Safe Intersections Program 3,617 11,923

Metropolitan Intersections Crash Program Main Roads 3,466 9,981
Metropolitan Intersection - Low Cost Treatment Crash

Program Main Roads -
1,000

Rural Intersection Advanced Warning Signs Main Roads 151 942
Run-Off Road Crashes Program 38,129 34,567

Cranbrook Rest Area Shire of
Cranbrook

278 -

Run-Off Road Crashes Road Improvements Main Roads 15,243 29,381
Wheatbelt Safety Review-Great Eastern Hwy Main Roads 8,753 3,036
Safety review-1 ndian Ocean Drive Main Roads 13,855 2,150

Impaired Driving Program 8,522 9,506

Increase Breath and Drug Testing WA Police
Force 4,759 5,377

Expansion of Drug Testing Capabilities WA Police
Force

954 1,044

Roadside Alcohol and Drug Testing - Election Commitment WA Police
Force

804 875

Crash Blood Testing WA Police
Force

240 254

Breath and Drug Operations Bus WA Police
Force

308 462

Alcohol Interlocks Assessment and Treatment Services Mental Health
Commission 1,457 1,494

Safe Speed Program 32,182 33,288

Speed Camera Replacement Program
WA Police
Force

5,779 4,769

Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) - Expansion
Program

WA Police
Force

3,657 775

Infringement Management Operation (IMO)
Administration Costs

WA Police
Force

14,127 17,130

Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Technology WA Police
Force

734 272

Speed Monitoring Project Main Roads 69 100
Electronic School Zone Sign Project Main Roads 3,128 5,022
Enhanced Speed Enforcement Administration Costs Transport 4,688 5,220

Vulnerable Road Users Program 10,079 10,241
South West Emergency Rescue Helicopter DFES 4,650 4,650
Road Aware (SDERA) Education 1,664 1,630
Data Linkage and Road Safety Analysis Health 145 147
Party Program Health 336 459
WA Injury Prevention aided by State Trauma Registry Health 334 360
Road Trauma Support Services Injury Matters 860 873
RoadWise Local Govern ent and Community Road Safety

Program WALGA 1,730 1,780

Integrated Cycling Incident Reporting Facility Transport - 240
Learner Log Book App Transport 360 102

Education, Engagement and Implementation Program 12,730 20,495
Road Safety Commission - Campaigns RSC 5,083 8,815



Road Safety Commission - Community Grants RSC 88 560
Road Safety Commission - Administration RSC 7,559 11,120

Infringement Management Reform -
3,097

Infringement Management and Operations Model Options RSC -
1,464

Infringement Management and Operations  PS RSC
Replacement 1,633
Total 105,259 123,117



„ Attachment B
Road Trauma Trust Account

Summary of 2019-20 Capital Project Carryovers

Program-Project
Amount

$'000
Reason

Metropolitan Intersections Crash Program
Rural Intersection Advanced Warning

Signs
Run-Off Road Crashes Road

Improvements
Wheatbelt Safety Review-Great Eastern

Hwy
Safety Review-lndian Ocean Drive

Electronic School Zone Sign Project

1,931

922

9,381

3,036

2,150

1,022

These programs have been delayed due to the
impact of COVID-19.

Delays were due to the impact of poor weather
conditions which required a reprogramming of
works.

These programs have been delayed due to the
impact of COVID-19.

Integrated Cycling Incident Reporting
Facility 120 Project delays were due to continuing discussion

in confirming specifications in deliverinq the aoo

Learner Log Book App 102
The project was completed by 30 June 2020.
However, there was a delay in receiving the final
invoice.

Road Safety Commission - Campaigns
1,864

Government decision to pause government
advertising due to COVID-19.
COVID-19 impacted the production of new
campaign advertising.

Road Safety Commission - Community
Grants 200 COVID-19 impacted community events being

held.

Road Safety Commission - Administration 1,612
COVID-19 impacted funding of community and
stakeholder events including the deferral of
National Road Safety Week and partnerships.

Breath and Drug Operations Bus 462

One bus was fitted out and tested before the
second bus completed its final police specific
readiness fit out. Both buses were
commissioned put into operation in July and
August 2020.

Speed Camera Replacement Program (429)
The rollout of speed cameras was impacted by
defective camera firmware that was rectified with
the vendor in mid-February 2020.

Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) -
Expansion Program 775

Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) Technology 96

Total Approved Carryovers 23,244


