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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 

 

Department of Justice 

 

Hon Nick Goiran asked: 

1) I refer to the answer from the 2019-20 Budget Estimate Hearings, that stated perpetrator behaviour 

change programs are not a mandatory requirement of prison sentences served for family and 

domestic violence related offences, and I ask: 

a) Is this still the case; 

Answer:  

Program participation for all criminogenic needs interventions in prison is voluntary. Program 

completion will reduce a prisoner’s security rating and facilitate placement in medium or 

minimum security facilities, which many prisoners consider an inducement to participate. 

Program completion may also improve their prospects of attaining parole. 

 

This is different from criminogenic needs interventions facilitated in the community, as the 

assigned Community Corrections Officer will provide the offender with a direction to attend the 

program. If they do not attend the program they will be in breach of their order/parole, and will 

attract a range of negative consequences.  

 

b) Why are perpetrator behaviour change programs not a mandatory requirement of prison 

sentences served for family and domestic violence related offences; and 

Answer: 

All prisoners with a sentence six months or greater are assessed for their criminogenic treatment 

needs and a program recommendation is made. Once that program has been recommended, it 

is an expectation that the offender will complete the program. So while participation is not 

mandatory, it is expected. An offender can sign a waiver indicating they do not wish to 

participate, but they do so on the understanding that it will negatively impact on their chances 

of parole. 

 

Program participation is not a mandatory requirement because mandatory participation in 

programs does not necessarily result in a reduction in recidivism or a decrease in reoccurring 

criminogenic behaviour of this kind. All Corrective Services’ criminogenic needs interventions 

are facilitated in a group work format. If the offender does not fully and actively participate in 

the group process this not only impacts on the individual, it impacts on the whole group. If the 

group is impacted, this has negative flow on effects in terms of program integrity. 

 

c) Are there any plans to make perpetrator behaviour change programs a mandatory requirement 

of prison sentences served for family and domestic violence related offences? 

 

Answer:  

No. 

 
------------------------------------ 

HON FRANCIS LOGAN MLA 

MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES; CORRECTIVE SERVICES  


