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Hearing commenced at 10.39 am 

 
WALKER, MR EDWARD JAMES 
Retired Accountant, WA Association of Caravan Clubs Inc, 
examined: 

 

 

The CHAIRMAN : Welcome. 

Mr Walker: Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will just go through some procedural issues first so that you understand them. 
On behalf of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee I would like to welcome you and I 
thank you for your interest and appearance before us today. Thanks for coming, in other words. The 
purpose of this hearing is to assist the committee in gathering evidence for its inquiry into caravan 
and camping grounds. You have been provided with a copy of the committee’s specific terms of 
reference, right?  

Mr Walker: I have. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to introduce myself. My name is Mike Nahan, I am the chairman 
and the member for Riverton. On my far left is Bill Johnson, the deputy chair and the member for 
Cannington. Next to him, the big man in the middle, is John McGrath from South Perth, and Liza 
Harvey from Scarborough. 

The Economics and Industry Standing Committee is a committee of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Parliament of Western Australia. This hearing is a formal procedure of the Parliament and therefore 
commands the same respect given to proceedings in the house itself. Even though the committee is 
not asking witnesses to provide evidence on oath or affirmation, it is important that you understand 
that any deliberate misleading of the committee may be regarded as a contempt of Parliament. This 
is a public hearing and Hansard—over to your left—will be making transcripts of the proceedings 
for the public record. If you refer to any documents—if you have any—during your evidence, it 
would assist Hansard if you would provide the full title for the record. Before we proceed to the 
questions we have today, I need to ask you a series of questions. Have you completed the “Details 
of Witness” form? 

Mr Walker: I have. 

The CHAIRMAN: Do you understand the notes at the bottom of the form about giving evidence to 
a parliamentary committee? 

Mr Walker: I do, yes.  

The CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read the information for witnesses briefing sheet provided 
in the “Details of Witness” form today? 

Mr Walker: I have. 

The CHAIRMAN : Good. Do you have any questions in relation to being a witness today? 

Mr Walker: No, I do not. 

The CHAIRMAN : Would you please state the capacity in which you appear? 

Mr Walker: I am appearing here as president of the Western Australian Association of Caravan 
Clubs Incorporated. 

The CHAIRMAN : Your group has provided a submission. 

Mr Walker: Yes, I have provided a submission on behalf of our association. 
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The CHAIRMAN: Together with the information you provide today your submission will form 
part of the evidence to this inquiry and will be made public or may be made public. Are there any 
amendments that you would like to make to the submission? 

Mr Walker: Not amendments, sir. Two things : first of all, at this point I wish I had had more time 
to prepare the submission. It was prepared by me and I did the research. I have done some reading 
since, and it probably would have helped if I had referred to a couple of these publications. 

The CHAIRMAN: You can make an opening statement and if you have any additional information 
to the submission that you have already made, you can give it verbally or you can hand in a 
supplementary submission. 

Mr Walker: Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN : So do you have any things you want to summarise at the beginning of your 
opening statement? 

Mr Walker: No, other than that the submission has been lodged and most of the information that I 
think is relevant has been included in that, including the recommendations. 

The CHAIRMAN : I will just go to some questions. 

Mr Walker: Surely. 

The CHAIRMAN: Family holiday issues are a major motivation for conducting this inquiry. A 
couple of things: do you think there is a decline in availability of caravan sites around Western 
Australia? If so, what is driving that shortage? 

Mr Walker: Sure, there has been quite a decline in the number of caravan parks and caravan sites 
available. Evidence has been given in my submission naming probably 25 caravan parks, with the 
possibility that there could be 30. I understand there are 300 caravan parks in WA, which indicates 
that there has been a fair reduction in the number of parks and sites that are available for what we 
call RV—recreational vehicles—tourists; that is, people with their own mobile road 
accommodation. 

[10.40 am] 

The CHAIRMAN: The committee has been told that there is a change in the market. There is a 
decline in the demand from family tourists who, 20 years ago, would pile into a van with their kids 
and go down to Mandurah and use all the services of a camping site, and that that demand has 
shifted to chalets, and that there is a growth in the use of recreational vehicles.  

Mr Walker: Yes. Certainly there is a different approach to holiday camping from what we 
understood it in the 1940s and 1950s when people went to Mandurah and stayed in tents on the salt 
flats. Then there was a move to caravans and people upgraded to caravans. Since then, of course, 
there has been—I think in 1985—a change whereby people who stay in caravan parks could only 
stay for three months, and they had to move on. A recent change in the act in 1996 led to multi-user 
caravan parks that changed from caravan and tent sites to more permanent structures like chalets 
and villas, and going beyond that. That has led to some caravan parks being used solely as 
retirement village estates with no provision for caravans. There has been a major shift in usage and 
from the caravan park operators’ point of view, there is more annual income to be obtained from 
villas and chalets and leasing on a 52-weeks-a-year basis, rather than having provision for caravans 
that may come for three or four weeks over a period four or five months, which are the holiday 
periods. That has been the major reason for that shift that has led to caravan parks moving away, 
quite a bit, from providing purely for caravans and camper vans and tents. The other reason has 
been the change is the valuation of land. A lot of these caravan parks are located on land along the 
coast. There has been a major increase in land values, and what people pay for caravan parks. 
Someone might pay a million dollars and then a million and a half, so up it goes. The result is that 
the operators expect more revenue to meet those initial capital costs and ongoing operating costs. 
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Park operators have upgraded their sites and put in chalets and then there is an expectation of 
swimming pools, spas, tennis courts and recreational rooms and activities, and so on. That has 
increased the capital infrastructure into caravan parks and the operators expect to get some return 
for that. A lot of caravanners—the RVers—are people who are generally short-term stay-overs. A 
lot of them are migrating from Perth, or from the south of the state, to the north of Western 
Australia—that is, going up to Broome, Derby and all the rest centres. People who are going from 
point A to point B are not interested in stopping, other than pulling up at four o’clock in the 
afternoon in the van, and pulling out at five o’clock in the morning and keeping going until they get 
to Broome, so they do not use facilities that are being provided.  

The CHAIRMAN : They do not like paying for them.  

Mr Walker: They do not like paying for them.  

The CHAIRMAN : We hear they are quite tight.  

Mr Walker: They are very tight, and I am one of them! We expect differential pricing; that is, the 
user pays for what they want and what they get. If you do not use it, why should you be paying 
more? You do have this argument, and I get pressure from my members, as the president of the 
association. I get people on the phone who may be in my ear for an hour about why they have to go 
to caravan parks and pay for these things when all they are doing, basically, is transporting their 
vans from Perth to Broome or Darwin. 

[10.50 am] 

Land value increases in government charges—tax, water, drainage, sewerage—being imposed on 
them, as they understand it, are causing caravan park operators to look for other means of surviving, 
or staying on in their park, even to the point of selling to so-called entrepreneurial investor 
developers, who then think about putting in five-star resorts and selling a lot of it or leasing them on 
a part-time basis, time sharing or selling the units outright. That is the general overview of it.  

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: I am interested to know whether your group was part of the caravan park 
advisory committee. Obviously, some contentious issues have come through that advisory 
committee. I believe it is in recess at the moment. Have you had any input or do have you any 
comment to make on what you feel you need as far as interaction with agencies goes? 

Mr Walker: Yes; this is my second term on the advisory committee. I represent the WA 
association as a member. It has gone into recess partly because of the change of the government 
structure apparently. The last meeting we had was in December 2008. We were looking forward to 
a meeting on 2 July, which is basically a six-month period lapse. It generally operates every three 
months; we have four meetings a year. We use our emails between people to communicate. If we 
have a problem, we try to talk among ourselves. I prefer to have those problems resolved at a formal 
meeting of the advisory committee. There has been a suggestion that subcommittees go away and 
talk to people who are interested. It is just my personal opinion, but I believe the advisory 
committee is there to do a job and it should be done in a formal process. I suppose it is due to my 39 
years as a government accountant and expecting to having things done on that basis. I came on 
committee about January 2005, as part of that first term of two years. I am now two years through 
the second term. The end of June 2010 will be the end of my term on the advisory committee. The 
advisory committee has spent a lot of its time talking about the ins and outs of retirement villages. I 
am there to represent the WA Association of Caravan Clubs, which is for the itinerant touring 
caravaner. I feel that I have wasted a lot of my time on whether they should have rainwater tanks, 
the distances between the overhang of units in permanent structures, where they should have their 
steps or whether they should share a veranda. I find those things to not be in my area. A lot of it is 
about building structures. I am not a builder; I have no expertise in building. A couple of years ago I 
referred a question back to the Department of Housing and Works. I said, “They were the people 
who have responsibility for specifications and planning for buildings that they impose—talk to 
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them.” I feel as though we have been sidelined a bit from what we are supposed to be doing, as I 
understand, caravan parks and camping grounds. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Clearly there have been some very big problems associated with the closure 
of some parks where people were permanently living. By the sound of it, your committee has been 
focussing on a lot of that issue. Removing that, and given your history on the committee, did you 
feel that your committee had some valuable input into changing regulations and perhaps helping to 
move the industry forward? Were resolutions of the committee being picked up and acted upon? 

Mr Walker: At this point of time looking back, I do wonder just how much we have progressed. 
For instance we had a message from the federal Treasury that regulation 49, about parking in 
natural stopover points within 50 kilometres of a caravan park, was anti-competitive and was to be 
deleted from the act. I guess this may come with a review of the act, but it sat there. There are some 
contentious issues regarding camping and stopovers. Naturally, a lot of our people would like to 
stop in 24-hour rest areas when they are travelling up the country. People expect it to be their right 
as an Australian—like the old drover going through the outback—because they have a caravan with 
all the equipment in it. A lot of these latest recreation vehicles include caravans. My own is fully 
self-contained; it has an ensuite, cooking, heating and lighting and carries its own water and tanks 
for wastewater and sewerage. So times have changed from the 1950s and 1960s to these vehicles 
being marketed and sold as fully self-contained vehicles. Most are very akin to having our own 
house. They are really big vehicles, sometimes worth up to $500 000, with everything in them. 
Unfortunately these people pull up and, in a lot of cases, because of their size, they cannot go into a 
caravan park because caravan park sites are very limited. Once again, there is another problem. 
How do we handle the situation with parking these recreation vehicles? Some of them pull their 
own vehicles behind such as a small four-wheel drive vehicle behind on a trailer.  

The CHAIRMAN: You mentioned the commonwealth government’s competition policy concerns 
about section 49. How did you hear about it? 

Mr Walker: I will have to go back through my meeting reports. I have them all there. I understood 
something was mentioned at federal Treasury. It was put to the federal Treasury and it has come 
back.  

The CHAIRMAN : It would have come through ACCC through Treasury. Do you think there is a 
distinct trend in the marketplace towards the self-contained RVs and that that means that the 
traditional caravan park no longer fits the needs of the RV user?   

Mr Walker: I know from experience in our club that people go for big tandem vans, strangely, in 
these days of the fuel crisis. There have been changes in the market flowing from pop-tops, small 
vans and small vehicles back to large vans—it has happened about three times that I can remember 
in the past 30 years—and back to big vans again. This time they are fully self-contained because 
people want ensuites.  

The CHAIRMAN: It seems that even some of the pop-tops are self-contained because they are 
foldouts and other things. 

Mr Walker: When I bought my van in 1999, my wife was very interested in a pop-top. It is the 
same length but had the ensuite so I thought I would go for a full width, full height van, which got 
me into trouble, but that is the way it is.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: In your submission you talk about park closures. You were concerned that 
there was a reduction in the sites that were available and that this was leading to overcrowding. You 
mentioned two things—the impossibility of booking ahead and that people from interstate were 
deterred from coming here because of this reported shortage of caravan park site availability in 
Western Australia. How important is it for a caravaner to be able to make an advanced booking? Do 
you think the regulations should be changed to make it mandatory for people to make a booking in 
advance? 
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Also, how is this reported shortage in Western Australia being made in other states? How are 
people hearing that it is not so good in Western Australia? 
<010> G/M 

Mr Walker: To answer the first part of the question, it is important for people to book ahead. I will 
give members an example. In our club, five couples—including myself and my wife—arranged to 
hire the Odyssey cruise boat at Broome and do a 10-day trip up north. The idea was to take our 
caravans from Perth to Broome and store them and do the trip on the Odyssey. Ten people had hired 
the whole boat for $40 000 approximately. 

The CHAIRMAN : Was it a good trip? 

Mr Walker: It was a great trip. In those days the boat was a bit small but the operator now has a 
bigger cruise ship. My wife made the booking. She made a booking the year before to stay at 
Roebuck Bay Caravan Park. It is a spot we like and we needed to park the vans. She rang the 
caravan park and our booking was acknowledged. The trip was going to be the following year, in 
about June. In February of that year we got a notice from the caravan park saying that all the 
bookings had been cancelled. We were told that the caravan park chose the bookings by lottery and 
unfortunately we did not get a booking. We had paid money. We had booked the boat for $30 000 
or $40 000 and we then had to make different arrangements. Some of the people from our group 
stayed at the skipper’s house and kept their vans there for storage, so we could continue to go. That 
is an example that hit home to me. I was quite angry about it. I raised it with the advisory committee 
and the chairman at the time said that when I got to Broome I should talk with the tourism centre 
and ask what the problem was. I thanked him and said that I would take him up on that. I went to 
the Shire of Broome and said that I would like to talk  to the people who managed the caravan parks 
around Broome. I told the chap my story and showed him my letters. He said that the Roebourne 
Bay Caravan Park was run by the shire president, Graeme Campbell, who was there now, and asked 
if I would like to talk to him. I said that I certainly would. I raised it with him and he said that there 
was a tremendous shortage of caravan park sites. The place is invariably booked out every year. He 
said that he would not allow ratepayers’ money to be spent on new caravan parks up there. Besides 
not allowing ratepayers’ money to be used to build new caravan parks, he said that there was a 
problem with the Indigenous people, who own a lot of land there. However, he said that the shire 
was attempting to lease more land from them. That was two or three years ago. We have been back 
there since. There is an overflow of people who get caught out. 

Speaking of bookings, we were coming down to Carnarvon from up north and my wife was talking 
to a lady who was in a great panic. She told my wife that she had managed to book in to Kununurra 
and was going back up to Darwin but that she could not book in to Broome or Derby or in between 
because it was booked out. She said that she and her husband could not stay on the road for five 
days travelling from Carnarvon to Kununurra without having a site to stay at. We told her to go 
ahead and attempt to make a booking when they got there. My wife and I have done that. We went 
to the Roebuck Bay Caravan Park because I like it. We were told that the caravan park was booked 
out but that they would put us on the verge out the front of the park and as soon as a site became 
available, they would give it to us. I told them that we would stay for at least a week, to tempt them 
to allow us to stay, rather than saying we would stay overnight. They put us up then. This is what 
you find. People remark on the number of caravans that are moving around the state. Having been 
to Darwin and Kununurra, and being affiliated with the National Association of Caravan Clubs, I 
know that a lot of people who go to Darwin say that the Northern Territory is great for touring. 
Darwin has advertised and pushed its tourism industry. People use the camping grounds and 
stopover points and feel as if they have been fully supported. Some years ago—in the 1990s—we 
toured to the centre in a four-wheel drive with just a tent. We went to Yulara, the Olgas, out to 
Alice, up to Darwin and through to Kakadu. I have experienced both caravanning and travelling 
while staying in a tent. 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: The other part of my question was about Western Australia’s reputation. Do 
you think that Western Australia has a reputation in the other states for not being the best place to 
travel with a caravan? 

Mr Walker: I must say yes, unfortunately. The distances when travelling up north in WA are long, 
there are high fuel prices and there is the problem of overcrowding in peak periods. The caravan 
parks are fully booked out. People speak to each other and send emails and use their mobile phones 
to tell other people not to go to Western Australia during the peak periods because they will not get 
into a caravan park. The long distances and the hassle of trying to formally book to make sure that 
they have a successful trip is just too much. A report shows that Broome is booked out 12 months in 
advance, and I would say that is pretty right. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON : On page 14 of your submission at chapter 4.1 you discuss the view that 
caravan park owners dob in overnight stayers. How did you form that view? 

Mr Walker: I have an email that was sent to the advisory committee. Members would need to read 
that. I have had a copy of it made. 

The CHAIRMAN : Will you provide that to the committee as additional information? 

Mr Walker: Yes, sir; I am happy to provide that. I have had eye surgery so I cannot read from the 
email. I have had cataracts taken off both eyes. A gentleman wrote to the advisory committee and 
indicated that he had been hassled by the ranger in several spots. That occurred particularly in 
Kalbarri. The ranger intimated that the caravan park operators do a search each night for what they 
call the “illegals”—people who are parked where they should not be. The caravan park operators 
contact the ranger and he tells them to move on. There was also an article in The West Australian 
about the operator of a caravan park in Ningaloo who was threatening to put wheel clamps on 
caravans. People rang and asked me what I would do about it. I said that if that is the way the park 
operator is treating our members or others, as president the WA association, I am responsible to see 
that these people are looked after. Our members must be aware that this is happening so that they 
can form their own plan and response to it. If they are happy to go to that caravan park, that is okay, 
but if they do not go to the caravan park, they need to be aware that a ranger might tap on their 
door. I understand that this often happens late at night. The caravan park operators look late in the 
evening at where people are parked. When they find them, they send out the ranger who taps on the 
door. The caravan park operators must understand that these people could have young children with 
them, it is out in the bush and it is dark when someone taps on the door and says, “Open up!” The 
rangers want to confront those people and move them on. I complained about that at an advisory 
committee meeting. I said that it did not sound like Western Australian hospitality to me. It does not 
sound as if shire people are worrying about the circumstances or the welfare of the people that are 
being asked to move on. Yes, that message is being sent around Australia. I produce a president’s 
report after every meeting. In one, I told people to be aware that this is happening and to be aware 
that they need to respond according to their circumstances.  

[11.10 am] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Further to that question, Mr Chairman, you are saying that it could happen 
that someone may be an inexperienced caravanner and might arrive in a town after dark, the 
caravan park office is closed and they do not know how to get in or where to go, so they pull in at a 
local sportsground or something to just pull in off the road?  

Mr Walker: Sure.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: In that circumstance, are you saying that they would still be told to move on?  

Mr Walker: Well, they could be. I have sort of said that if we have cases like this gentleman’s, I 
would want an affidavit signed by them to state that what they were saying was true. I would be 
prepared to put it on our website to inform people what is happening, and that this was somebody’s 
experience and to be aware of it. Besides, when you are travelling, a lot of people do not travel to a 
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fixed program. They get on the mobile phone and ring the next town 50 kilometres or so up the road 
and ask whether they can make a booking, only to be told that the campsite is all booked out or may 
be booked out or whatever. Then they say, “We’ve got to find somewhere to stay the night”, 
because they cannot keep on travelling all night. It might be getting late in the afternoon or evening 
and they cannot get a spot in the caravan park. They could be just freeloaders and look for a spot 
anyway, but, yes, you do have this situation. People do not go to a caravan park for varying types of 
reasons. A lot of these huge motorhomes are fully equipped, with absolutely everything they need. 
It is worth going to a caravan and camping show to see one. Our association has a presence at those 
shows. Those are tremendous things; they are worth $200 000 or $300 000 and are equivalent to a 
home. People say, “Why should we go into overcrowded, unclean, unsupervised caravan parks 
when we’ve got all our own equipment?” There are lots of reasons for people not going to caravan 
parks.  

The CHAIRMAN: You have raised the example of Broome a few times, and Broome clearly has a 
limited capacity. During the winter it is at peak capacity and a lot of people from interstate will 
have been up there. We have received a lot of complaints from various people about illegal 
camping. I detected that some people appear to be camping in their RVs in the various parking lots, 
though they were there late at night after sunset. 

Mr Walker: Sure. 

The CHAIRMAN : Who enforces that? If camps are full, why do they bother?  

Mr Walker: The enforcement of the act comes down to local government. Local government 
registers the caravan parks; it is not responsible for the management, but it is certainly there to 
inspect and register the park as operating to the specifications and regulations of the caravan parks 
act. Yes, I would say local government has the responsibility and role of looking after travellers 
going through its area. We are basically supported by Main Roads Western Australia and traffic 
safety groups in saying that people should not be travelling for long periods of time. Having 
travelled between Perth and Darwin, which is 4 250 kilometres—we used to stop at Carnarvon, 
have a bit of a break at Broome because that is half way, and then another stop at Kununurra—I 
have found that pulling a caravan over three or four days with road trains and traffic passing and 
coming the other way is very stressful and fatiguing. You need to stop. Many people have been 
killed. It happened to friends of mine: they fell asleep just after lunch and were both killed. It is just 
a tragedy that, on the one side, we need to be aware of road safety and the welfare of people, and on 
the other side we have this problem of trying to provide for their parking for either four-hour 
stopovers or 24-hour stopovers. Main Roads has put quite a few of those in, but not enough. We 
think it should be much more closely interspersed and that there should be more parking and 
passing lanes—all sorts of things on the road to make travellers pull in, whether they be pulling 
caravans or boat trailers, or the big heavy haulage vehicles, two or three-bottom haulage, to make it 
easier as there would be this flow of traffic. Most of these big bulk heavy haulage vehicles are 
doing 90 kilometres plus an hour, I might tell you, so unless you can do that in a caravan, it is 
difficult. I do wonder about some of our travelling people’s abilities, both health and mental. But 
we ask that there be more 24-hour stopover points purely for the welfare and safety of people 
travelling on the road, whether it is a caravan or just an ordinary car coming the other way. Every 
week in the paper there is a tragedy somewhere in Australia when somebody falls asleep. We are 
asking for more safety innovations on the road, such as passing lanes and more four-hour and 24-
hour stopover points.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Further to that question, if the government or local government were to 
provide overflow areas that would not necessarily be a caravan park but such as we have seen on 
local racecourses and things like that, do you think your members would be happy to use them or 
would they still prefer to camp out on the road?  
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Mr Walker: There are three points to that. I think that a lot of our caravan owners, particularly the 
older ones, would like the security and comfort of a caravan park. There are the others who have 
their vehicle equipped and could easily pull over on an oval because they have all their facilities. I 
know one of our organisations is encouraging this. It is actually going to all local governments and 
asking them to make their town an RV-friendly town; that is, if it has not got a caravan park, the 
RVs still use an oval or whatever to park on because the RVs are self-contained—but then there are 
the freeloaders who will do it anyway. There is probably more of a chance that if we provide these 
facilities like an oval or some area where they can overflow, they would use those.  

Four or five years ago there was an article in The Bulletin—this is what got on me into the 
association—accusing caravanners of dropping their sanitation waste everywhere they went. We 
responded to that. We said, “No, caravanners generally try to do the right thing, but there are a lot 
of other people on the road as well.” There are truckies and there are all the commercial vehicles, 
and they can all be accused of damaging the environment. But it does come back to the 
government’s responsibility to provide waste dump points and things so that if travellers have a 
tank that needs emptying, a dump point should be available. It could be available at the caravan 
parks and in the town centres, and they may have to pay a small fee for it. Broome has one of those, 
but it is tucked away. I have been up to Broome a number of times and I have found it only 
recently; it is behind one of the fuel stations. I went in there and it was right up in the corner, so I 
went into the office and said, “I notice you’ve got a dump point; can I use it and how much does it 
cost?” He told me it was free. I said that I was happy to pay for it, but he said it was free. It was 
stuck behind some other vehicles and things and it was pretty hard to find.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON : Can I just ask two unrelated questions? Firstly, what percentage of your 
members do you think want to stay in a caravan park as opposed to having a more eco-based 
experience, and what is a reasonable fee for staying in a caravan park? Secondly, in this modern 
age—everybody’s connected to the web these days—are there any websites on which people can 
blog or provide information for others, such as a user-driven website that provides information 
about caravanning in Western Australia? 

[11.20 am] 

Mr Walker: We are creating our own website. I am president of an association that has 30 
affiliated clubs. I think it has about 1 700 members. I do not really know the detail of who would 
want to stay in a caravan park and who would not but I do know that a lot of those people are happy 
to go into a caravan park of some description. Our association has prepared a list of locations 
around 200 or 300 kilometres from Perth where they can stay behind a count ry hotel or pub or along 
a CWA hall and they get a good holiday weekend at a reasonable price. The percentage is probably 
related to those who have bigger vans that are self-contained. There is a growing move that way. It 
is very hard for me to say what the figure would be. Probably 60 per cent would be happy to go to 
caravan parks. The other 40 per cent are people who go north on a regular basis and who basically 
stop overnight for a very short time. They may get in at five or six o’clock at night and get out of 
bed at five or six o’clock in the morning. You can hear the wheels moving and they are out of the 
place. Probably 60 per cent of them would be comfortable to stay in a caravan park. As for the other 
40 per cent, it depends on what they are doing. If it is part of a club outing, we book ahead into a 
caravan park so the whole club goes. In that case, they would go with the club. If they are travelling 
on their own or doing long trips, they may sneak a freebie or park on an oval.  

The CHAIRMAN: Your submission is quite critical of Tourism WA, suggesting it does not do 
much for the marketing of caravanning. Do you think it should? What roles should it take?  

Mr Walker: I am critical of it, being a former government employee and being involved as 
manager of an organisation. I am a black or white man. When we pull into a town and ask for 
information, Tourism WA is very good; it provides information on tours and things that we can do. 
I believe it should be capable of more than that. I will give an example. One of our members, Gerry 
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Kerrigan, is part of the International Caravan Association. He has been overseas—he has been to 
England and Britain—and he comes back with what happens over there. He arranged for 24 or 26 
motorhomes to travel from Darwin—a couple joined him in Broome—down to Esperance, back to 
Albany, back to Perth and then they flew out. I have the papers at home. I have not had a chance to 
find out what the costs are. It may be $25 000 each. There would be fares for coming into Australia 
and fares going home, the hire of the motorhomes, fuel, food, tours and other things. Twenty-five 
thousand dollars times 24 or 26 is $600 000 to WA and the Northern Territory. I understand that 
somebody else is getting on to this. I have a paper from one of the government departments which 
says that in 2003-04 Australia generated $71 billion from tourism. If WA wants a part of that, we 
need to be a bit more proactive and innovative in what we are going to do. There is no reason why 
we could not run a few of those tours, starting from Broome or Perth. Six hundred thousand dollars 
a pop is a good amount of money to come into Australia.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Further to that question, do you think other states do it better than us in terms 
of marketing caravan holidays; and, if so, which would be the best state? 

Mr Walker: I have not had a lot of experience other than what I have heard. I understand that 
Queensland and Tasmania are attracting a lot more tourists. They come from a lower base; 
Queensland would not be but Queensland did change its attitude. At one stage it was going to stop 
people using 24-hour stopovers. The Queensland government decided that it was not on and it 
found that because tourism dropped away quite drastically, it had better change its tune. I saw an 
article in one of the CMCA booklets promoting tour tracks, with these 24-hour, two-day stopover 
points. Queensland is noted as being very good. It donated $200 000 to the CMCA to put in dump 
points. KEA and CMCA, which are the big brothers to us, provide the installation. They supplied 
installation or $1 000 for the shire or the caravan park to put in these dump points, mainly for the 
use of their own members but it would be there for us as well. 

Going back to Tourism WA, several years ago—three, four or five years ago—the Gallop 
government brought out a Tourism WA initiative. It wrote to all the shires. Our association 
supplemented that with a letter from us saying that we would like to help. It went to 139 shires. We 
got some responses back. Having read the latest report, the three shires of Broome, Busselton and 
Port Hedland seem to be the only ones that have come back with formal plans. Other shires may 
have looked closely at it. Some of the shires were quite dismayed, saying they had plenty of caravan 
parks. For instance, Albany got the letter but just wanted to forget about it. Three shires out of 139, 
when we are looking at tourism, is just sad.  

The CHAIRMAN : Thank you very much for your evidence. A transcript of the hearing will be 
forwarded to you for correction. If you have any corrections, please send them in within 10 days 
otherwise we will accept the transcript as given. New material cannot be added and the sense of 
your evidence cannot be altered. Should you wish to provide additional information or elaborate on 
a particular point, please provide a supplementary submission for the committee’s consideration.  

Mr Walker: I also wish to table a newspaper article on the caravan park operator at Ningaloo, 
referring to the use of wheel clamps on vehicles.  

Hearing concluded at 11.28 am 


