STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS
ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Hon James Hayward MLC asked:

(3) I refer to page 132 of BP3, Social Housing Strategy Package and I ask:
(a) Of the $125.3 million of additional spending in 2021-22, is there any allowance for
temporary/short term/medium term accommodation options to be provided to homeless

people in Bunbury; and
(b) Does the Social Housing Strategy Package address the fact that long term housing options
will not be available in the short to medium term, and if so how does it address it?
Answer:
3.

(a-b)
Homelessness support and services fall within remit of the Minister for Community Services.
The Minister for Housing is responsible for social housing.
The McGowan Government is investing $2.1 billion into social housing over the next four
years, which includes the recently announced record investment of $875 million as part of
the 2021-22 State Budget. This is the single largest one off investment into social housing in
the State s history and will provide an immediate boost to social housing.
The McGowan Government's focus is on prioritising the immediate delivery of social housing
across the State and the Minster for Housing is looking at all options to accelerate and fast
track housing delivery, including spot purchasing and alternative built form such as modular
and timber construction.
The McGowan Government is investing around $100 million for 200 modular homes to be
delivered over the next two years, with 75 percent to be in regional Western Australia.
Houses being delivered through the Modular Build Program are being manufactured locally,
helping to grow the industry and support local jobs.

As part of the $20 million regional renewal program, $5 million will be invested in the
renewal of social housing in Withers, Bunbury, which will help revitalise the area and enable
the community and economy to grow and thrive.
The location of housing will be determined with consideration to the priority waitlist,
regional demand and reflect a long-term value for money investment for Government.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS
ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Communities
Hon Steve Martin MLC asked:
1. I refer to Budget Paper 2, vol. 2, page 527, item 7.
(a) How many public housing properties were located in the following towns as at 31 June 2021:

(i)

Perth;
Albany;

(ii)
(iii)

Broome;

(iv)

Bunbury;
Busselton;

(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(ix)
(x)

Esperance;
Merredin;
Narrogin;
Geraldton;
Kalgoorlie; and,

(xi)

Karratha.

(b) For the towns mentioned in a), how many public housing properties were located in each
town as at 31 June in the following years:

(i) 2016;
(ii) 2017;
(iii) 2018;
(iv) 2019; and,
(v) 2020.
Answer

1. (a-b)
The Department of Communities manages a public housing rental portfolio consisting of
approximately 35,000 dwellings across 11 housing regions. The McGowan Government

inherited an ageing public housing portfolio consisting of a significant number of
dilapidated buildings which were unsafe, expensive to maintain, and not fit for purpose.

The reduction in housing stock from 2016 to 2021 is attributed to a higher proportion of
older, ageing assets which were sold from 2017 onwards to better align housing stock
needs with client demand. Properties are also decommissioned as they reach the end of
their useful life, such as Brownlie Towers in Bentley, which consisted of 300 apartments
and was demolished in 2019.
The State Government is investing $2.1 billion into social housing over the next four
years, which includes the recently announced record investment of $875 million as part
of the 2021-22 State Budget. This is the single largest, one off investment into social
housing in the State s history and will provide an immediate boost to so rSI hol ing.

Through this investment, we will deliver up to 3,300 new social housing properties and
carry out refurbishment and maintenance work to many thousands more. The
maintenance and refurbishment program will be critical to ensuring these homes remain
part of our state's social housing stock for many years to come.

Public Housing Stock

A ea Office
Perth
Albany
Broome

30 June

30 June

30 June

30 June

30 June

2016

2017

2018

2019

25,535

25,929

25,690

25,573

2020
25,032

24,859

903
879

945
907

938
932

920
919

915
882

908
866

30 June

2021

Bunbury

1,627

1,648

1,626

1,565

1,547

1,517

Busselton
Esperance

712
275

717
276

719
275

716
267

713
251

708
245

Geraldton

1,148

1,150

1,129

1,111

1,090

1,073

Kalgoorlie

821
701
215
302

823
707
213
297

808
708
207
288

798
697
203
269

770
682
200
282

746
707
198
274

Karratha
Merredin
Narrogin

2. I refer to a question I asked in Questions Prior to Hearing where the Department tabled the
length of time people have spent on the public housing waitlist.
(a) What measures is the Department taking to decrease the public housing waitlist over
the short term; and

(b) In what order are both general and priority waitlist applications prioritised?
Answer
2.

a) The average wait time for public housing remains lower than when the McGowan
Government was elected in 2017. The current waitlist also remains a long way below the
peak of 24,136 applications in November 2010 under the former Liberal National
Government.

The McGowan Government is investing $2.1 billion into social housing over the next four
years, which includes the recently announced record investment of $875 million as part
of the 2021-22 State Budget. This is the single largest one off investment into social
housing in the State s history and will provide an immediate boost to social housing.
Through this investment, we will deliver up to 3,300 new social housing properties and
carry out refurbishment and maintenance work to many thousands more. The
maintenance and refurbishment program will be critical to ensuring these homes remain
part of our state's social housing stock for many years to come.
The McGowan Government s focus is on prioritising the immediate delivery of social
housing across the State and the Minster for Housing is looking at all options to
accelerate and fast track housing delivery, including spot purchasing and alternative
built form such as modular and timber construction.

b) Priority and wait turn applicants are listed in the order of which they apply. The
Department of Communities endeavours to house applicants as soon as possible into
suitable properties which meet their household requirements and are within their zone
of choice.

3. I refer to Budget Paper No. 2, Vol. 2, page 515, paragraph 3.
(a) How many applications were on the public housing waitlist as of the following months:

(i) July 2021;
(ii) August 2021;
(iii) September 2021; and

(iv) October 2021?
(b) Of those in (a), how many people does this represent; and
(c) Of those in (b), how many of these people are under 18?
Ans er
3.

(a-c)
Eligibility for the public housing wait list is assessed through a range of factors but is
primarily based on the applicant s income. The vast majority of applicants for public housing
ha e a roof over their head while they wait to be housed.
As at:

Number of
applications

31 July 2021
31 August 2021
30 September 2021
31 October 2021

17,320
17,480
17,689
17,824

Number of
householders

36,928
37,459
38,087
38,552

Number of
householders under 18

12,804
13,089
13,474
13,712

4. I refer to a question I asked in Questions Prior to Hearing where the Department answered that
a large number of Western Australians returning home from interstate and overseas is
responsible for increased pressure on the rental and housing markets.

(a) Will the Department table the data used to form this conclusion; and
(b) Is the Department aware of any applicants on the public housing waitlist who have recently
returned from interstate and overseas?
Answer
4.

a) The Department of Communities does not compile population data, however there
are a number of public reference points, including regularly updated information
through the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and the Australian
Bureau of Statistics.
b) It is not a requirement of the housing application process for an individual to declare
if they have recently returned from interstate or overseas travel.

5. I refer to Budget Paper No. 2, vol. 2, page 527, item 7, rental housing , as well as LC Question
Without Notice Number 516. As of October 2021:
(a) How many teachers and police are living in temporary accommodation;

(b) What is the breakdown of those in (a) in by region;
(c) What form of temporary accommodation are those in (a) living in; and

(d) What is the longest amount of time that any individual in (a) has been housed in temporary
accommodation?
Answer
5.

(a-d)
Government Regional Officers' Housing (GROH) properties are provided to a client agency to
meet their need for housing. Individual client agencies make direct arrangements for any
alternative accommodation required for their employees.
Queries regarding alternative accommodation options for teachers and Police officers
should be referred to the Department of Education and the Western Australian Police Force
respectively.

6. I refer to Budget Paper No. 2, vol. 2, page 527, item 7, rental housing .

(a) What is the total number of GROH stock as at October 2021;
(b) Of those in (a), what is the breakdown by region;
(c) What is the total waitlist for G OH across all departments as at October 2021;
(d) For (c), please breakdown into waitlists for each government Department; and
(e) If the Department does not collect this data or cannot provide a response to any of the
above, why can it not do so?
Answer
6.

(a-b)
GROH stock as at 1 October 2021:
GROH Stock
Region
North Metro
South Metro
East Metro
Great Southern
Southwest

Goldfields
Midwest
Wheatbelt
Pilbara
West Kimberley
East Kimberley
Total

1
29
2
253
209
776
561
573
1,329

812
417
4,962

In recognition of the current tight housin market, the Minister for Housing has requested
the Department carry out a detailed review of all vacant GROH properties.
As part of this process, a number of underutilised GROH homes will undergo refurbishment
and be transitioned to the public housing stock. This has occurred recently in the town of
Collie where six GROH properties surplus to requirements will be refurbished and
repurposed as public housing. This process ensures the use of Government owned housing is
being maximised.

(c-e)
The Department of Communities does not operate a waitlist for GROH.
Client agencies continually submit and update requests for GROH to enable them to meet
forecast and changing demand as part of their workforce planning. These requests fluctuate
throughout the course of a year as business needs change, and do not always indicate an
immediate demand for housing. In recognition of the challenges associated with accurately
forecasting demand, the Minister for Housing has established a cross agency working group.
The Department of Communities is working with this group to establish immediate priorities
and develop an asset investment strategy that will best meet their needs in a heated
building and construction industry, and the tight rental market.

7. I refer to comments made by Mr Bryden during the Department s Hearing on the 18 October
where he said that GROH properties are planned, around the greatest demand.

(a) What modelling is the demand for GROH properties based on;
(b) Will the Department table the modelling used when planning the location of GROH
properties;
(c) Does the Department's current GROH stock meet the current demand;

(d) If no to (c), why not; and
(e) Does the Department expect that the demand for GROH properties will be met over the
forward estimates?
Answer
7.

(a-e)
As outlined in the response to question 6, the Department of Communities relies on
information provided by client agencies to inform its future build, spot purchasing and
leasing programs, and considers other factors when planning its asset investment strategy,
such as local building and construction industry capacity, and the availability of properties in
the local property market for rent or sale. At the Minister for Housing's request, the
Department of Communities has established a cross agency working group to improve
demand forecasting for GROH and is using this roup to establish immediate priorities in the
headed building and construction industry, and tight rental market.
The McGowan Government is investing more than $200 million in GROH over the forward
estimates, including nearly $100 million of capital investment towards new builds and spot
purchase acquisitions. This is in addition to its business as usual leasing activities.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS
ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Communities
Hon Wilson Tucker MLC asked:
1. My question relates to the North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund.
(a) With regard to the Fund's overall achievements:
(i) Has there been an improvement to school attendance for Aboriginal children, as a

result of this fund;
(ii) How many jobs and traineeships can be attributed to this Fund;
(iii) How many apprentices have commenced, and how many have completed a

trade throu h this fund;
(iv) How many Aboriginal families have become home owners through this fund; and
(v) How many contracts have been awarded to Aboriginal businesses or
organisations as a result of this fund?
(b) The agencies 2019-20 Annual Report makes specific mention of projects funded
through the Fund (see pages 75-76).
(i) How many transitional houses and age-appropriate dwellings have been
completed in Tom Price? What is the expected completion date;
(ii) How many Aboriginal Health Worker houses have been completed in Halls
Creek? What is the expected completion date;

(iii) How many affordable dwellings have been completed in Fitzroy Crossing? What
is the expected completion date;
(iv) How many jobs have been created through the Pilbara youth engagement and
employment strategy; and
(v) When will the Youth Accommodation facility in Broome be completed, and what
is its expected capacity?
Answer
1.

(a) (i-v)
The North West Aboriginal Housing Fund (NWAHF) is governed by an interagency Board
with membership from the Departments of Primary Industries and Regional
Development, Communities, Premier and Cabinet, Treasury and independent Aboriginal
representation.

All business cases seeking NWAHF investment are considered against criteria that
includes viability, value for money, strategic alignment, cultural authority and
implementation readiness.

To date, the NWAHF has invested $81.3 million and has:
• Expanded the transitional housing model across the East Kimberley and Pilbara,
with 90 homes being made available to Aboriginal families.
• Provided an affordable housing and support service in Broome, delivered by
Nyamba Buru Yawuru, with 25 Aboriginal families had been supported into
housin .

o 177 local Aboriginal people have been employed through the NWAHF delivery
with 60 people supported in making progress towards their apprenticeship.
• Three Aboriginal families have become homeowners, with an additional two

families expected to be homeowners by the end of 2021.
® Eight direct contracts with Aboriginal business or organisations have been
executed.

® Data for school attendance for 2021 is sourced from school reports provided by
participants and has not yet been analysed.

Further projects commencing in 2022 include:
• The delivery of a transitional housing project to support Aboriginal workers in
Roebourne by the Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation.
® The delivery of a housing and career development program by Yaru Yungi
Medical Services.

(b) (i-v)
With reference to the projects mentioned in the 2019-20 Annual Report:
o Business cases and due diligence are ongoing for transitional housing and age

appropriate accommodation in Tom Price, the Youth Accommodation facility in
Broome and affordable dwellings in Fitzroy Crossing.
• Five Aboriginal Health Worker houses in Halls Creek are scheduled to commence
in the first quarter of 2022.
• The Board of the NWAHF determined that the Pilbara Youth Engagement and
Employment Strategy would not progress.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS
ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Communities

Hon Dr Brad Pettitt MLC asked:
1. I refer to answers (a)-(c) on page 20 of Department of Communities (Housing) answers to 202122 budget estimates - questions prior to hearing. The answer to Hon. Steve Martin s question was

that 81 applications were withdrawn from the public housing waitlist due to the applicant being
deceased. I ask what age were each of the 81 applicants when they died?
Answer

1. Eligibility for the public housing wait list is assessed through a range of factors but is
primarily based on the applicant s income. The vast majority of applicants for public housing
have a roof over their head while they wait to be housed.
Age of applicant (years) when application was withdrawn for reason 'Deceased':
Years of age:

20
23
26
27

28 (x 2)
30 (x 2)
33

35 (x 2)
36

38 (x 2)
39 (x2)
40

41 (x 2)
42 (x 2)
43 (x 3)
44
45 (x 2)

46 (x 2)
47 (x 3)
48 (x 3)
49 (x 2)

50 (x 2)
51 (x2)
52 (x 4)
53 (x3)
54 (x 2)
55 (x 2)

56 (x 2)
57

61 (x3)
62 (x3)
63
64
65
67

68 (x 2)
69 (x 2)
70
71 (x 2)
72

73 (x 2)
76 (x3)
76
76
79
80
93
2. I refer to answer (b) on page 8 of Department of Communities (Housing) answers to 2021-22
budget estimates - questions prior to hearing and I ask will the Minister please advise how
many of the 47,399 affordable dwellings were:

(a) public housing;
(b) community housing;
(c) National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS); and
(d) affordable housing property sales?
Answer

2. As at 31 July 2021, there were 47,399 affordable dwellings which included:

(a) 35,269 public housing dwellings
(b) 7,440 community housing dwellings
(c) 4,407 National Rental Affordability Scheme (NRAS) dwellings
(d) 283 affordable housing property sales.

