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Hearing commenced at 12.54 pm 
 
AUSTIN, MR STEPHEN 
Chief Executive Officer, Mowanjum Community, examined: 
 
BEAR, MR EDDIE 
Chairman, Mowanjum Community, examined:  
 
BEAR, MR VINCENT  
Elder and Councillor, Mowanjum Community, examined:  
 
 
The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Education and Health Standing Committee, I want to say 
welcome and thank you very much for your willingness to talk to us and for appearing before us 
today. I would like to acknowledge and pay respects to the traditional owners of the land that we are 
meeting on—owners past, present and future. The purpose of this hearing is to assist the committee 
in gathering evidence for its inquiry into the adequacy and appropriateness of prevention and 
treatment services for alcohol and illicit drug problems in Western Australia. At this stage I would 
like to introduce myself, Peter Abetz, the vice-chairman of the committee; Lisa Baker and Peter 
Watson; James and Grant; David Worth, our principal research officer; and Keith from Hansard.  
The Education and Health Standing Committee is a committee of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Parliament of Western Australia. This hearing is a formal procedure of the Parliament and therefore 
commands the same respect given to proceedings in the house. This is a public hearing and Hansard 
will be making a transcript of the proceedings for the public record. If you refer to any document or 
documents during your evidence, it would assist Hansard if you could provide the full title for the 
record. Incidentally, if there is anything that you want to say to us that you do not want on the 
public record, just indicate that before you talk about that, and we will go into a closed session and 
then that will not go on the public record. 
Before we proceed to the questions we have for you today, I need to ask you a series of questions. 
Have you completed the “Details of Witness” form?  
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you understand the notes at the bottom of the form about giving evidence to 
a parliamentary committee? 
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read the information for witnesses briefing sheet provided 
with the “Details of Witness” form? 
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you have any questions regarding giving evidence to the committee?  
The Witnesses: No. 
The CHAIRMAN: Would you now please state your full name and the capacity in which you 
appear before the committee today? 
Mr Eddie Bear: I am Eddie Bear, chairperson of the Mowanjun Community.  
Mr Austin: I am Steve Austin, CEO of the Mowanjun Community. 
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Mr Vincent Bear: I am Vincent Bear, a cousin of Eddie’s. 
The CHAIRMAN: We want to keep it fairly informal, so feel free to express yourselves. Perhaps 
the best way would be to ask you to give us a little rundown of what you see as the issues relevant 
to our inquiry. The thing that we are really looking for is what could we be doing better as a 
government, are there areas where we are spending money where it is a waste of money, are there 
big gaps in what we should be doing, and that kind of thing. We are really here to learn from you 
and to find out what is going on, what is not going on and what ought to be going on from your 
perspective. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: With drugs and alcohol. 
The CHAIRMAN: Yes. Would you like to go first, Stephen?  
Mr Austin: I have been here for two years at the helm sort of working with these fellas and with 
their community. We have a number of council meetings and alcohol is a huge problem for us here. 
We had one the other day, and we really tried to get to the core of community problems, but every 
time we have a meeting, it comes back to drugs and alcohol. It is a core thing that is destroying the 
community here. When we had one recently, the basis of it was 20 years and we have had no gain at 
all. We have not got to the bottom of this problem in 20 years. That was what came out as the 
baseline of one of our meetings—that this issue has been going on for 20 years and we are no 
further advanced in fighting this problem than we were 20 years ago. It sort of relates back to the 
whole of community life. We had a meeting here one day with the community. We often have 
directors meetings at our community meetings when we need to take the message out there. We had 
a community meeting one day, and we got a letter from the kids at Mowanjum asking us to do 
something about the alcohol problem because they could not get a good night’s sleep and therefore 
they could not learn the next day at school, and often they could not turn up to school because they 
had been kept awake all night with the partying going on from the alcohol. We have got by-laws 
here that are not worth the paper they are written on, because we have got no authority to enforce 
them. In the eyes of the police, the community is low priority, so if there is action in town we 
cannot get a response from the police here because the town takes priority. Also from 5.30 at night, 
the phones are diverted to Broome, and with Broome we definitely become very, very low priority 
because we are 200 kilometres away and so what; who cares? 
The CHAIRMAN: So Broome does not act just as a screening so that the police do not get woken 
up for trivial stuff?  
Mr Austin: Well, they do. They act as a screening, so that you ring Broome, and then they will pull 
someone out of bed if they do deem it worthy. But their idea of what is worthy is up to their 
discretion. In the real world you would ring the police—like if you were in Perth and you had a 
domestic violence going on in the house or something, the police would be there. Here if you have 
got a domestic violence, they say, “It’s only mum; don’t worry about it.”  
Mr Vincent Bear: They will not admit it, but I had an experience a couple of years ago where one 
of my sons got stupid with my other son. They did not damage each other, but one son did knock 
another son. The older son had picked up a bar on his brother. I could see what was going to be the 
end result, but nothing happened. It was not far from the end result. Anyhow, the police 
disapproved of this. My son, who is above the headmaster, hit cars, too; he was drunk. The police 
argued with us: “You ring us up to deal with that!” You can imagine! Something that starts small 
can be dealt with. For the Aboriginal community, it does not matter [inaudible] at times. 
Mr Eddie Bear: I had an experience, too, not now but way back in the nineties when a young boy 
was hanging up a tree.  
Ms L.L. BAKER: In the nineties?  
[1.05 pm] 
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Mr Eddie Bear: Yes, it was back in the nineties. We rang the cops and we could not get these from 
here; we had to get the police from Broome. We had to wait that long. It was the early hours of the 
morning, and we knew that we did not want the kids to see it, and we wanted the cops to come 
quickly. We did not want the kids to see that thing. It was bad. When we go out with the police and 
tell them something is happening—it might be a small incident or something like that—we need 
them to come out here. We cannot do anything. If we start doing things of our own, they will want 
to arrest us. 
Mr Austin: We had an interview with police. We were trying to get to the bottom of all these 
alcohol problems, wardens’ programs and stuff like that. We said, “How about we set up, stop the 
cars and check them for alcohol coming in?” They turned around and said, “No, if you take the 
alcohol from the cars, we’re going to charge you because you haven’t got the authority to do that.” 
The CHAIRMAN: I read that and I was stunned. You have a sign saying no alcohol, no fighting 
and all that as you drive in. There is no alcohol allowed here. If you cannot enforce that, you might 
as well write “Mickey Mouse” on the sign. 
Mr Austin: That is why they are not worth the paper they are written on. We have all the problems 
but no authority to act on it. Here is a community. If we still had the wardens’ program, at least that 
is a start and they will start doing some of the work that the police cannot do. We were told in a 
meeting that if we start doing any of that stuff, they will charge us and not worry about the 
offenders. 
The CHAIRMAN: It really makes the warden program totally irrelevant because it has no 
substance to it. 
Mr Austin: They will not recognise the warden’s program now anyway. They will just not accept 
it. You cannot have a warden’s program. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Steve, how many people are in the community? 
Mr Austin: On average, about 300. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What is the ratio of male–female–children? 
Mr Austin: That is a good question. 
Mr Vincent Bear: There are more females than males. 
Mr Austin: UFPA, which is Ernie Bridge’s organisation, did a medical assessment of the whole 
community. A total of 142 people took part in it—62 per cent participated in the health assessment. 
Some of the stats that come out of this are pretty disturbing. Seventeen per cent of the children in 
this community use alcohol. Alcohol has had a big effect on the health of the community. It just 
shows that if we proceed the way we are, the life expectancy of these people will become less and 
less because there are some shocking statistics in here. 
The CHAIRMAN: When you say children, are you talking about children aged under 18? 
Mr Austin: Yes. They did the assessment on 53 children, and 17 per cent of them consumed 
alcohol. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Did they say how much alcohol? 
Mr Austin: On a regular basis. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Is that daily? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is that full-strength alcohol or is it light beer? 
Mr Austin: It would be full strength. When we talk about full strength, it will not just be beer; it 
will be top-line rum, Jim Beam and all that sort of stuff. It is more that sort of stuff than beer. 
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Mr P.B. WATSON: What percentage of the community work? 
Mr Austin: Nil. Do not take that lightly. In the past 12 months, we have gone from a really vibrant 
community to a community that has been gutted by government policy. They give out CDEPs for 
another organisation, and we do not even see any representation from this organisation engaging 
these people in activities. This is a real concern to us. It has actually rocked this community, torn 
the soul of it, by what it has done. 
The CHAIRMAN: How many were working before? 
Mr Austin: We had 140 participants on our CDEP. Now there are something like 50, but nobody to 
engage them in work or anything. The people they gave our CDEP to do not even have a 
representation out here at this stage. 
The CHAIRMAN: Who runs the CDEP up here? 
Mr Austin: Another Aboriginal organisation from town. People are just going on Centrelink.  
The CHAIRMAN: I have a question related to something raised a little earlier about the delay in 
police responding to calls and so on. Are there any Aboriginal police liaison officers in Derby? 
Mr Eddie Bear: There is only one—Scott. 
Mr Austin: You never see him. 
Mr Eddie Bear: No. 
Mr Austin: They do not have that program any more. 
The CHAIRMAN: I think we were told that there are 13 police officers based here in Derby. One 
of those would be an Aboriginal liaison officer. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Yet you have all these communities where some more Aboriginal liaison 
officers probably would be very, very useful. 
Mr Austin: We asked about that—even one or two being here permanently. 
The CHAIRMAN: In your community or in Derby? 
Mr Austin: Yes, here in Mowanjum. But, no, they do not do that thing any more. They used to call 
them APLOs. They have done away with that now. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: It worked pretty successfully down south, the APLOs. 
Mr Austin: I have been in communities where it has, yes. When I said that no people are working, I 
literally meant CDEP locals. Eddie has got a job within the community. Vincent has just finished a 
job. There is a small element working, but in the bigger scheme, virtually none because of what —. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What about your art? 
Mr Vincent Bear: That is going well. 
Mr Austin: Work is here now. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Does that money go back to the community or to the artists themselves? 
Mr Austin: A percentage goes to the artists. It is all done on a percentage base and some goes back 
to the art centre itself. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Is that run by the community? 
Mr Austin: Yes, the community oversees it. It has its own corporation down there. The community 
oversees the whole thing. The community owns the building. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is alcohol the number one issue? What about cannabis? Is that a big issue as 
well? 
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Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, it goes hand in hand. [inaudible.]  
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do you get much support from the agencies, like Child Protection?  
Mr Vincent Bear: No. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do they ever come out here? 
Mr Austin: I often say that we have an agency for everything that opens and closes in this country 
but to get them to come out and do anything for the community, there are very few. They all come 
out here telling us how good they are but to get them to do anything for a community, very few do 
anything. 
[1.15 pm] 
The CHAIRMAN: If we were to say that we had a huge pot of money so that we could employ 
people and buy things, what could we do to improve things for this community in terms of the drug 
and alcohol issue? 
Mr Austin: Even if you had the big pot of money, first of all come and sit down on the ground with 
the people and find out exactly what they want before you make decisions regarding their life. 
Making some of these decisions as they did with the CDEP here turned our community on its head. 
I was here when it happened. Rather than put some money in that, they should actually sit down and 
hear what the people are trying to say. Personally, the things you have to work on are the school 
kids. I am working with our headmaster at Derby district high at the moment on the lack of 
attendance. If we do not do something about this, we are going to end up with the same problem in 
20 years’ time that I faced with the workforce—they have no skills or education. We are going to be 
dealing with the same thing in 20 years’ time because nothing is changing from where I am looking 
at it. When we have 20 school kids walking around and not going to school, we have a problem on 
our hands. It may take some drastic measures, but something has to be done to change this around. 
If this is not changed, in 20 years’ time we will have gained nothing. 
The CHAIRMAN: What should change? In a white population in Perth, if the parents do not send 
their kids to school, they end up going to court; and, if they still do not send their kids to school, the 
children can be taken away from the family. What can an Indigenous community do to put pressure 
on parents to get their kids to school? What can the government do to help parents to get their kids 
to school? 
Mr Austin: I will reverse the question: what can the government do about them drinking so they 
are not taking an interest in their family? Sometimes you have to reverse the question. Their family 
structure is breaking down because of alcohol and stuff like that. They are sitting up all night 
drinking and the kids are not getting fed and are not going to bed. It is not really the kids’ fault, is 
it? It is the parents’ fault. We should be targeting the parents in some way. Basically, there has to be 
some sort of punishment. 
Mr Eddie Bear: We have a breakfast program there for the kids. We get a bus from town to pick 
up the kids if they go to school in town. They come early. Some kids are still having a feed. 
The CHAIRMAN: What time does the bus come here? 
Mr Eddie Bear: Half past seven. I can drive a bus, too. They come in about half past seven and 
they sit with the kids at the breakfast program. They have a feed. When they are ready, we go in. 
The headmaster at the school says, “Eddie, you can come in at any time.” The kids come in a bit 
late but all the kids have to report in. 
The CHAIRMAN: How many kids from this community go to school, or should go to school, in 
Derby? 
Mr Eddie Bear: Fifty or 53. 
The CHAIRMAN: So it is a whole busful just from this community. 



Education and Health Subcommittee Wednesday, 28 July 2010 Page 6 

 

Mr Vincent Bear: But not the whole lot goes. 
The CHAIRMAN: But if they did go, the bus would be full. 
Mr Austin: I was talking to Ernie, the headmaster, the other day about this. There are 80 who are 
registered to go to Derby District High School. 
Mr Eddie Bear: But there are about 53 kids on the bus. 
Mr Austin: When Eddie was driving the bus, it was a bit better because he knew the way the 
community worked; he would sit with the kids while they had their breakfast in the morning and 
then get them on. Even with those who were walking along who should have been on the bus, he 
would pull up and say, “You, get on the bus.” But he has a full-time job now in environmental 
health and so he has given up the bus driving side of it. The community provides a breakfast 
program for the kids to eat before they go to school. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Sometimes they do not turn up because of the late nights when people are 
partying. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Steve, you are talking about the kids not going to school. There used to be a 
truancy bus. Did that come out here? 
Mr Vincent Bear: That is right. There was a [inaudible] for the district high school, but it 
[inaudible].  
Mr Austin: What has happened recently, because we have been trying to target this between the 
council and the school, is they have sent out a bus afterwards, but the kids have been running off 
and hiding. I was talking to the headmaster about it just before. We organised another community 
meeting for Monday. I need a list of the names of the parents of the kids. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: This is put on by the council? 
Mr Austin: The council in conjunction with the school. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: They will come after the normal school bus. 
Mr Austin: Yes. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Like a truancy bus. 
Mr Austin: Yes. We have been doing that all this week, trying to get the stragglers — 
Mr P.B. WATSON: They seem to like hiding up trees! 
Mr Austin: That is often the case, or they will run in the bush and hide. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is language an issue that stops kids going to school? Do all the kids speak 
English reasonably well or is your native language their heart language? 
Mr Eddie Bear: That is gone. It is English. Most of the kids have something wrong with them—in 
their ears and in their joints. Some of the kids do not even want to go to school because they cannot 
listen, you know? 
The CHAIRMAN: They have hearing problems. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Hearing, yes—for some of them. 
The CHAIRMAN: What sort of health checks are done for kids here? 
Mr Austin: We have got a clinic. 
Mr Vincent Bear: We have HACC just down the road there, with a system to give them a 
[inaudible]. 
Mr Austin: But basically the health in the community is at a really bad level. If you have read that 
report — 
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Mr P.B. WATSON: Can we get a copy of that report? 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. 
Mr Austin: The ones they did came back really bad. It is not good at all. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What were your main concerns in the report? 
Mr Austin: Diabetes is bad; the consumption of alcohol; cholesterol; overweight. There was not a 
person of normal weight. Everybody was a percentage overweight. Some of them were overweight 
dramatically. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: I noticed that you guys pulled your stomachs in when they said “overweight”! 
You pulled your tummy in. So did I! 
Mr Vincent Bear: These days everything bad is put in front of kids—from the TV and the 
Nintendo games, the way they dress and they cannot get this from their parents. They do stealing a 
little bit, and you are in trouble. There are shows the kids watch that are a bad influence. One of my 
favourite shows is Home and Away. That is starting to get move a long way now. Right now there is 
something that is going on between a student and a teacher and showing it in prime time. Why? 
What is wrong with it? I cannot [inaudible] he is with the people over all of Australia [inaudible]. 
What? This is happening in prime time. Then there is this [inaudible] culture [inaudible]. All this 
stupid stuff. Kids are — 
[Report distributed.] 
Mr Austin: I will pass that over. It is a shortened version of this one, but it gives you a bit of an 
idea of our health assessment of the community. 
The CHAIRMAN: What is the title of that document so that we can report it for Hansard? 
The Advisory Officer: It is the “Mowanjum Health Assessment Report 2010” by N. Grayson. 
The CHAIRMAN: We will receive that as a supplementary submission.  
Alcohol seems to be the core issue. If you could beat the alcohol issue, health, schooling and family 
life would improve; everything would get better. In terms of dealing with alcohol, what would you 
as a community like to see happen? Have the restrictions that have been put on in Fitzroy impacted 
on you here? What is your view on that kind of thing? 
[1.25 pm] 
Mr Austin: I will just say one thing on the restrictions. In Fitzroy and that, all the hardened drinkers 
just moved base; they moved out of Fitzroy and come to Derby, Kununurra or Broome. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. When I have been in [inaudible] I have been going from here to Fitzroy, and 
one thing when they started drinking light beer people started to be much more better, you know. 
They dress more better and they are doing a bit more working. Yeah. 
Mr Vincent Bear: It slipped through the police, I suppose. Last week I was in Broome, and 
[inaudible] there were two types of—what do they drink? 
Mr Austin: Wine casks. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, two types of casks that make wine—red cases. [inaudible] They would find 
a way. 
Mr Eddie Bear: You see, the guys in Fitzroy and out of Broome come here. 
Mr Vincent Bear: So they still get there, no matter how. 
The CHAIRMAN: Would you like to see the basics card made compulsory for people who have an 
alcohol problem? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes.  
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Mr Austin: Definitely in a proven situation where alcohol is controlling the house, yes. Where 
alcohol and drugs are controlling houses, yes, definitely—especially houses with kids. With the 
parents, they have a better say in how they go about their life, but with kids, you have not got much 
say in what your parents do. If you are not getting fed, you do not have any say at all. If they want 
to continually spend all their money on alcohol and that and neglect their kids, yes, definitely. This 
is where the government really needs to step in. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, and on top of that, a lot of people say, “How many more rights are you 
going to take away from us?” I believe that [inaudible] is one of them. 
The CHAIRMAN: There is always that balance, isn’t there, between them? That is why I was 
asking the question. Some people say that the basics card is denying people the right to choose to 
spend their money how they want to, but, on the other hand, because the government is actually 
providing social security money, if the parents are not using that money to feed their kids and so on, 
then the community somehow should have a means of influencing how that money is spent. 
Mr Austin: If it is done on case by case, and it is not an intervention, but a case-by-case thing. If it 
is proven that they cannot manage their money or they are neglecting their children, it is not like 
they have gone and earned that money. That money is given to them by the government to alleviate 
the lack of food in their house and that. If they spend it on grog, that is not what it is meant for, is 
it? 
The CHAIRMAN: That is right. Will it have support amongst the Aboriginal people? 
Mr Austin: You will have your knockers, no doubt. You will have people saying, “The government 
can’t treat us like this.” But if it is proven case by case — 
Mr P.B. WATSON: So it would do an individual family. 
Mr Austin: Yes, that is right. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Are there any individual families here on the basics card? 
Mr Austin: There is some. You see, it is only voluntary, and there were some on it. Some of them 
love it. Some of them got recommended onto it and then hated it. I recommended to a couple of 
women. We had Centrelink pushing it one day and I said, “Look, you need to go and see these 
people, but you cannot manage your money from fortnight a fortnight. You are coming to me. You 
are hungry. You are expecting the community to keep you going to your next one comes.” I said, 
“Look, get onto this basics card and that will help you manage your money.” She went on it for a 
while and then said she did not want it. Her family situation changed a bit. Her partner came back 
out of jail, and so there was a bit of pressure. And then after that it went back to the way it was, and 
they could not manage money. But at least she had money every day for those kids. 
The CHAIRMAN: Are many of your community in prison at all or not? 
Mr Austin: From time to time—people in jail. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: And most would be in prison because of alcohol-related issues? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. 
Mr Austin: I would say 99 per cent. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What about driving? 
Mr Austin: That is 99 per cent. Alcohol and driving go hand-in-hand. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What about driving without a licence. 
Mr Vincent Bear: The list goes on! 
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Mr Austin: It is all driving without a licence, driving and alcohol—the three of them just go hand-
in-hand. 
The CHAIRMAN: So how many would be in prison, say, at this point in time? 
Mr Eddie Bear: A few of them in prison. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: In Broome? 
Mr Eddie Bear: In Broome, yes. Some further down. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: We went there the other day. 
Mr Vincent Bear: There are not as much as there used to be. I think the court gets them to do some 
kind of community service orders rather than doing jail, but then that turns up an issue there, too. 
The CHAIRMAN: As most people are in prison because of alcohol-related issues, would you be 
supportive if there was a residential rehabilitation facility: rather than going to prison, the courts 
would order them into a rehabilitation facility for three months or so where they would come off 
alcohol and where they would learn some basic life skills. Would that have support in the 
community, do you think, rather than prison? Do people feel that prison is an appropriate response 
to the alcohol-fuelled violence and the breaking of the law, or would they rather they were steered 
into rehabilitation and kept out of prison? What are your thoughts on that? 
Mr Vincent Bear: One rehab centre is in Broome. The success rate, I would not have a clue, but 
then most times when the people [inaudible] and while they are they are they just let them 
[inaudible]. 
Mr Eddie Bear: That is the problem, and that sort of thing. Take them way out. 
The CHAIRMAN: Get them away from — 
Mr Eddie Bear: Get them away from the town area. Get them away from the place and run away or 
something and do the same thing again. 
Mr Austin: Just on that rehabilitation side and that, you know we are getting a prison here in 
Derby; it is at the stage of getting built now. It is probably basically a very different prison. A lot of 
it is going to be around training when they are in there and all sorts of things doing a sort of new 
model for looking after prisoners and that. I was just talking to Brett, the fellow here now who 
works with the prisons. Yes, his big emphasis is on training and that while they are in there, so, 
hopefully, they come out with better skills and are better people than when they went in. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, he is [inaudible]. 
Mr Austin: I am not sure. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, so I suppose he is something of a newcomer! That was a joke! He is a good 
fella, and I think he does pretty good there. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you have any youth programs where you take the young people out into the 
bush? I think at Fitzroy Crossing they have the Yarraman program. 
Mr Vincent Bear: It was once in a blue moon. It was set to travel from one place to another 
[inaudible.] 
Mr Eddie Bear: With the people from Perth, they come up here, we have this like here in October 
on their holidays, and we take them up to our place up in the country. Some kids from Perth are 
coming there, too, with their family—taking them up there, yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do many of the boys here go to — 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes, the kids, too. 
[1.34 pm] 
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Mr Austin: These are volunteers from the Floreat Uniting Church in Perth. They have been coming 
up on their holidays regularly now, and they do a lot of activities with the kids over the school 
holiday period. One plan for the next school holidays is to go to Eddie’s and Vincent’s country up 
there at Madjaddin, way up the Gibb River there. They will take a whole team of people and kids 
and that out for a holiday. We have no funding or money for that sort of thing, so it is all voluntary. 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Looking at the big picture in terms of the alcohol issue, if you could change 
something in the community, what would you change? 
Mr Austin: You know, alcohol and drugs is a national problem; it is not only Aboriginal 
communities. When alcohol and drugs cause problems in Perth, it causes big problems. 
The CHAIRMAN: Sure. 
Mr Austin: I reckon—I’ve been thinking about it—everybody should have a card like a driver’s 
licence to be able to buy for the consumption of alcohol. If you were in a nightclub and punched out 
somebody and put them in hospital, right, or something, that card should be taken off you and you 
cannot purchase. If you are in a pub and cause arguments or if you go home and the police get to 
your house and you are fuelled by alcohol and you are causing a problem, that card should be taken 
off you. You should have the right to obtain alcohol taken away from you. Now, that is not going to 
stop you using alcohol, because your friend might give it to you, but at least it takes away your right 
to be able to purchase it. It is a bit like a driver’s licence. When you are guilty of an offence, you get 
it taken off you. There are people out there buying alcohol that cannot control themselves when 
they have alcohol, whether they be white, black or brindle, eh? We need to get serious about this 
issue. Fitzroy is a good thing—they eliminated full-strength beer, but the smart ones will get around 
it. You really need to get to the core of these people who cause problems on alcohol and that, and 
stop them being able to purchase alcohol. So, if we all have a card, I would not disagree with that. If 
I needed a card to go and buy my beer, and if I run amok and the police have to come to me and I 
got it taken off me, well, that serves me right for being stupid on it. Basically, if you cannot hold 
your alcohol and the police have to continually deal with you because you are an idiot, or 
something, you should have that right to purchase alcohol taken off you. 
The CHAIRMAN: I notice in the report it says that the community has actually moved a number 
of times, historically. What was the reason for moving the community? 
Mr Eddie Bear: Because, first it was on post at Pipunya, but because of the medical, we had to 
move —  
The CHAIRMAN: It was too far away from medical things? 
Mr Eddie Bear: Yes. Then moved to Koolan Island to a place called [inaudible]. The same thing 
happened, didn’t it, in 1956? Then they moved out here to [inaudible] on the Broome road. Then in 
the seventies, we moved here. 
Mr Vincent Bear: The reason for that was that they wanted to extend the airport—and they didn’t!  
Mr Austin: They moved these people so many times. But, actually, when they got to old 
Mowanjun, the government used to have what they called the dog act, and that meant these people 
weren’t allowed to associate with Derby for a period of time. 
Mr Eddie Bear: There were only two people who could go into the pub. They had this — 
Mr Austin: Dog tag. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes—for going to the pub, see. Again, if they were caught supplying, they could 
do time. It was hard, but it went on. They allowed people to go in having a beer; we’ll go into the 
pub. I didn’t bother. I used to drink, but then I gave it up. You see this grog problem here, 
[inaudible] sort it out, didn’t they? That is the core. 
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Mr Austin: It’s going to have to be a big call—for you, us and the police today. [inaudible.] 
Mr Eddie Bear: You know, it’s our community and we should have the entitlement to do what is 
right—a bit of enforcement, you know. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Would you like to see alcohol banned completely? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I think that is what the West Kimberley – Derby council was talking about. Is 
that what they were saying? 
Mr Eddie Bear: In Derby? 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I thought they said they wanted legislation to allow them to ban alcohol. 
The CHAIRMAN: He used that more for the section 175 provision. 
Mr Austin: Not in Derby—in Mowanjum, are you talking about? 
Ms L.L. BAKER: No, I am talking about the Derby council as the local government area that picks 
you up. 
The CHAIRMAN: That was the community. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I thought they were referring to the whole of the shire. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes, but we had all the 175, or whatever it is — 
The CHAIRMAN: For this community here? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What they wanted was section 175s in Pandanus Park. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: On the park—end of story? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: So is that what you would like to see? 
Mr Austin: We have talked about that. We just have not come up with the right solution and 
whether that is going to fix our problems or not. What we wanted to do, when we had that 
community meeting and all the drinkers were there as well, and they said to us, “Do you want us to 
stop drinking in our houses? Well, provide us with somewhere we can drink.” The police reckon we 
shouldn’t have a drinking area, but I disagree with the police there. In town, if they want to have a 
drink, they go back to their house and drink. Here, if they want to have a drink, where can they 
drink? One thing you have got to remember, and these fellas are not about telling somebody they 
can’t drink. That’s not what they are trying to do, because nobody has the right to do that if you 
drink responsibly and that. But Eddie would probably agree: it is all right, if we are going to stop 
them drinking in the houses, let us give them somewhere they can drink. Where can they drink? 
Most of the time we do not want them drinking in the pubs in town because then they have got to 
find their way back to their community, right, and walking along the roads drunk, they can get hit 
and that. If we are going to stop them drinking in their community, let us provide somewhere safe. 
We wanted to build them a drinking area. We have got plenty of land here and we wanted to build it 
out on the boundary out the back here, right? But we wanted to at least give them some comforts 
there where they can play music and where it is far enough away so the community will not hear it; 
and they have a bit of lighting, toilets and all that. We were about to put up these structures 
ourselves and the shire came along and said, “No. If you start doing any of that, we are going to 
take you to court because they are illegal structures.” We wanted to put in toilets, but they said we 
had to spend $20 000 putting in septics and all this. Then you have got to get buildings. We wanted 
to put up some huts. They said, “You’ve got to get them structurally engineered.” It just went from 
something we thought we could do ourselves to getting blown out of the water with just the cost of 
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it. We have let the community down by not being able to provide this infrastructure for them. We 
are telling them you can’t drink in your house, but we are not giving them anywhere they can drink. 
We do not want them drinking in town because we do not want them getting into trouble in town 
and stuff like that, because then we get antisocial behaviour. They go up to the pub and get kicked 
out, but where do they go then? They are wandering the streets, and then there are more problems. 
So we do not want to put our problems onto other people, so we want to provide them a place to 
drink. But we have just come up against all the hurdles. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is there a community in which that model has worked well when they have 
provided a drinking area?  
[1.45 pm] 
Mr Austin: Like I said, we are not sure whether it is going to work, but at least it is what the 
drinkers wanted, because you can say to them, “Look, you can’t drink in your house. Because 
we’ve put this facility out here, that is where you have got to go. If you continue to drink here, you 
are going to pay the consequences.” So at least try it. I know other places have boundary fences and 
they all sit there and drink their alcohol before they come into the community. I know that that 
happens. But they are usually from communities that are well and truly away from the access of 
alcohol, but we have it right on the doorstep here. Normally, the ones who consume the alcohol 
before they go back to their communities are the ones who live 300 or 500 kilometres away, but 
because we are 10 minutes away, it is a different story altogether. It is nothing for them to grab a 
bootload of grog and come out here.  
Mr Vincent Bear: It is going to cost heaps of money just to get people to walk from here to the 
fence to drink it. It is stupid; very stupid [inaudible].  
Mr Austin: But, you know, we have to try something. 
The CHAIRMAN: Yes.  
Mr Austin: We need some alternatives and that was one the drinkers put to us at a community 
meeting. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. The Territory intervention, how good was that? 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Yes. Do you mean: is it working? 
Mr Vincent Bear: How good was it? Is it still around? 
Ms L.L. BAKER: The jury is still out, I think. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Is it? So they are still out. I remember years ago—I was in Katherine, in the 
Territory—when I drove a taxi, I used to take Aboriginals from there to [inaudible]. So they get a 
top up there. [inaudible]. It is 10 kays out. [inaudible].  
Ms L.L. BAKER: Someone was making some money! 
Mr Vincent Bear: [inaudible] Blackfellas don’t give fun away. [inaudible]. It was quite a way 
there. 
The CHAIRMAN: It would seem to me that there are certain things that we could do to help deal 
with the present alcohol issue, but that we really need to try to reach the younger generation so that 
they do not become drinkers. That is really, I guess, the long-term goal. Would you agree with that? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: So education would be a key part—getting kids to school and all of that. Is 
there anything extra that you would want to tell us in terms of how that might look? 
Mr Austin: The kids hold the key to the future, do they not? If we do not deal with them now, we 
will be dealing with this same problem in 20 years. They really hold the key. Unless we get to the 
bottom of that issue, we are not going to go very far at all. If they become hardened drinkers while 
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they are still kids, we will have a real problem. What percentage of kids drink in Mowanjun? Is it 
19 per cent? 
The CHAIRMAN: Its 17 per cent or something like that. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: And that is some of the education stuff that you have already talked about—
raising attendance levels and reducing truancy et cetera. 
Mr Austin: But if what you are doing is not working, you need to step it up to the next level. You 
need another plan. If it means big action by the government, then that is what it is going to take.  
Mr Vincent Bear: I want to say another thing: if you go travelling, [inaudible], you will find kids 
with these problems—drunk and high and that kind of stuff. There are assessments to deal with 
problems like that. I am pretty sure [inaudible] and of course there is a lot of that. As well as that, 
there are kids having kids and it just goes on. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I know; it is dreadful. 
Mr Vincent Bear: And these are tomorrow’s youths.  
Mr Austin: You need some of these other agencies to get more involved. There are a lot of 
agencies around, but they just sit on the fence and do nothing. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yeah. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What are the main ones? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Family and children’s services is one of them. 
The CHAIRMAN: What about DCP? 
Mr Austin: Yes; DCP. 
The CHAIRMAN: And child protection? We have heard from another community that child 
protection works nine to five. The problem is not between nine and five; it is at night, so that is 
when the DCP officers ought to be out and about. That kind of information has been given to us. 
Mr Austin: You have agencies for everything—you only see all this when you are in the 
community, at the coalface, like I am—but they are do nothing for you. Nothing for you. You need 
these agencies in the communities actually working. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: But do you go to those agencies to say you need help? 
Mr Austin: No; they usually come to me. They come to tell me how good they are and they walk 
away and do nothing.  
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do you explain what the issues are? 
Mr Austin: Yes. And then they will say, “Well, we don’t actually do that. No, that is not our 
department’s problem.” I do not know how many times I have heard that! Why did I spend the last 
hour talking to them? I just go to the door and go. They get funded the big bucks. Our community 
went from $6 million in funding to $100 000 overnight. So, you know — 
Mr P.B. WATSON: How do you survive now? 
Mr Austin: Basically, my wage is not paid for anymore; it is paid by the community—basically, by 
whatever money we can raise ourselves.  
Mr P.B. WATSON: Is that through the art? 
Mr Austin: Through our building team. We do all our renovations. We tender for jobs—and win 
them. It is just about a fully Indigenous building team. It is probably the most active one in the 
whole of Western Australia. We have just been approached to do work for other communities. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Are these guys from this community? 
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Mr Austin: Yes. Well, some are; probably 60 per cent—and then we have a couple of Indigenous 
guys from other communities. Because our team gets in and gets the work, they come over from 
other communities to work with us—like Basil and Chas and that from One Arm Point. We have 
just been approached to do outside work now. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Fantastic.  
Mr Austin: That is basically what we are surviving on.  
The CHAIRMAN: Do the other service providers—like mental health or drug and alcohol 
services—come to the community to run or to try to run programs for you or to counsel people? At 
the grassroots level, is anyone working with the people who are drinking too much? 
Mr Vincent Bear: HACC is—you know we have the Aboriginal health service [inaudible]. What 
that does is: if you want them, they will be here. If you want them in Wyndham, they will be here. 
[inaudible].  
Mr Austin: I don’t see them here doing programs all of a sudden. 
Mr Vincent Bear: No, no; they are not. But I guess it is just up to individuals. I do not know if you, 
you know, see that as a problem. But then again, it is a problem.  
Mr Austin: I reckon that a lot of them do not know how to interact.  
Mr Vincent Bear: That is right. 
Mr Austin: They do not know how to approach the people to start with. A lot of them will come 
out here and say that they want to set up in our hall, and they will put up a couple of flyers, but they 
do not know how to interact with people or how to get their attention. I often say, “Don’t come up 
here and sit where I am; get out there and start talking to the people: go from house to house, family 
to family. Eddie will tell you where to go and where you can and can’t go and all that, but go and 
meet the people first to get to know them and then start working with them.” I say, “If they set up in 
my office, they will completely ignore you.” The agencies do not know how to do their jobs.  
The CHAIRMAN: Because interaction within the Indigenous community is quite different from 
that in a white community—is that the case? In a white community, you can put a sign up saying 
that you will be here at four o’clock and people will turn up. But that is not going to work here. 
Mr Austin: That is how it works for the white mob, but for blackfellas it does not work like that. 
You have to get out there and talk to the people. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. You have to be careful who you talk to when it comes to that. I mean, that 
person might not care, but they may have somebody who is a drug addict or something in the 
family. Yes, so there is the other issue. There is always family togetherness. Yes. [inaudible] 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you want to sum up in any way at all—summarise for us before we wrap 
up?  
[1.55 pm] 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you want to sum up in any way at all, or summarise anything for us before 
we wrap up? 
Mr Vincent Bear: What is going to be done here after you guys leave? 
The CHAIRMAN: What happens with us is that we are doing this inquiry. It is not only about 
alcohol and drug problems in the Kimberley, but all of Western Australia. We have come up here 
because we realise it is unique; it is different here than, say, Perth or Bunbury and some of those 
places, so we have come up here to try to understand the issues. We then have to write a report for 
Parliament. Part of our report is to make recommendations. We say that we believe the government 
should do this, this, this and this, and that will then go to the minister—in this case, probably Mr 
Jacobs, the Minister for Mental Health, who deals with drug and alcohol issues. He will look at that 
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and respond to it, and say, “Yep, we think this is good, and we will try to implement these things,” 
or he could say, “You guys got it all wrong, and we are not going to do anything.” So we cannot 
promise you anything other than that we will listen, we will try to do a report and we will try to put 
some recommendations to the minister to hopefully improve things. 
Mr Austin: Can I say something off the record? 
The CHAIRMAN: Yes. 
Mr Austin: Just quickly, if we can go around the table, how would you address our problems with 
alcohol? 
The CHAIRMAN: You would have to talk to the members. 
Mr Austin: What would you do, off the record? 
The CHAIRMAN: I am happy to be on the record. From what I am hearing, the alcohol issue is 
actually not the issue, it is the symptom of the issue, and the issue is that families need to be rebuilt. 
Parents need to understand that they are responsible for their children; they are responsible for 
training up their children and keeping their kids out of trouble and that sort of thing. It really goes 
back to the family. I think we need to find a way of strengthening families so that kids grow up in a 
healthy, positive environment. I think that if they grow up in a positive, healthy environment, they 
will be much less inclined to want to get drunk or to go and smoke dope. My wife and I have raised 
five children, obviously not in an Aboriginal community, in a white community. In white 
communities, we have problems with alcohol and drugs as well, but overall, as a general thing—
there are exceptions to every rule—where there is a strong family base and kids are taught right 
from wrong at a very early age, they are much less inclined to get into the wrong thing. 
Mr Austin: I would have to agree with you there, because family structures are breaking down. 
Wouldn’t you agree, Eddie? What you say is very true. 
Mr Vincent Bear: I have another question for you. How do you tell an Aboriginal family? 
The CHAIRMAN: How do you tell an Aboriginal family? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Yes. How would you tell an Aboriginal family? 
The CHAIRMAN: I certainly do not have a lot of expertise in that area. I have been going to 
Warburton for the last 12 years, and we run a holiday program for the Aboriginal kids there through 
the church. I guess it has been only in the last couple of years that I have really been able to connect 
with the adults. It has taken that long for the relationship to develop because we are only there for a 
week once a year, but because I come back every year, they have started to trust me, and so I can 
start talking to them, which was not possible for the first few years we were there. I think 
relationship, relationship, relationship building is what it has to be about. 
Mr Austin: I work out on the lands there, so I know those people pretty well. Because they do not 
have a lot of interaction with whitefellas out there, because they are pretty remote, it takes a lot of 
trust out there to get to talk to them. 
Mr Vincent Bear: So you must have gone to Kalgoorlie, then? That is a joke. 
The CHAIRMAN: I think if kids have something constructive to do, it makes a big difference. The 
first time I met Livingston, west of Warburton, I went to thank him for letting us be in the 
community. He asked whether we were coming back, and I said, “Well, if you allow us to come 
back, we would like to come back”. He said, “Oh, you can come back anytime. This was the first 
week that I can remember that the kids have not broken into anything or wrecked anything, because 
you kept them busy.” 
Ms L.L. BAKER: My solution would be to allow that to happen, and to allow that to happen we 
actually need all sides of government to agree to an intergenerational program for change so that 
there is a 20, 30 or maybe 50-year commitment to say that everything that happens within the next 
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50 years will not get political fights going on between parties about what they want to do. We need 
program funding that is long-term and actually have something that we can work with on the 
ground over generational change. All the stuff we talk about is a microcosm. It is important now, 
but we need to face the fact that this is a long-term process. 
Mr Austin: Yes, and that with a change of government, you do not need to change these programs. 
That is what is happening; with a change of government, and every government has a different idea, 
we need to rebuild. We just start to rebuild, and then there is a change of government and the 
policies change. One thing that is very frustrating—me and Eddie and our council always have long 
conversations about this—we are so frustrated with the change at the moment because nothing is 
sustainable. 
The CHAIRMAN: Everything is short term. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: It is because of our political cycle. 
Mr Austin: Yes, and we cannot begin to build anything because we are going to have another 
federal election very shortly and it could all just go out the window, and we will start with a whole 
new range of policies. With these people, part of sustainability is basically that nothing changes 
very fast. Do it slowly, and we can bring in change, but with what has happened recently, we have 
lost all faith in government. 
The CHAIRMAN: Yes, I can understand that. I think that should be on record. 
Mr Austin: That bit can be. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: I think we are starting at the wrong end; I think we should be starting at 
preprimary and educating the kids there. It is no good getting them when they are 17 or 18 and it is 
too late. Twiggy Forrest came out and said he is going to get jobs for 50 000 Aboriginal people. I 
would prefer him to put the money into getting the young Aboriginal kids in preschool, and 
educating the mothers and fathers when the child is first born, because we have lost a lot of the 
people. Unless we start at the bottom, we are still going to keep losing people, and I think we are 
looking at it from the wrong end. I think we have to get the kids as soon as they are born. 
Mr Austin: That is what I was saying about when we had CDEP going strong, it is too late for the 
workforce that I am getting. We started at the wrong end. It is no good giving me a workforce with 
kids coming out of school at 17 who cannot read or write. How are we going to employ people like 
this? All right; we are going to put them to work, but only meaningless tasks like picking up rubbish 
or something. There is more to life than that. That is why we have to start with education. If we fail 
in education, we fail at everything. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Those kids then become the role models for the next generation, and I see it in 
those football academies. I was instrumental in getting a football academy in Albany, the Gerard 
Neesham one, and I have seen young Nyoongah kids going out into the schools and being role 
models for the other young kids who want to go to school because then they can go to the footy 
academy. We have just got to start with younger role models. It is great having Cathy Freeman, but 
she is an adult and she has been through all the hard stuff. We have to have younger role models, 
and I reckon Clontarf is a great stepping stone. 
Mr Austin: Yes, often it is who you hang around with that influences who you are. If they have got 
good role models, they will become good people. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: That is my solution. 
The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps we should wrap it up, then. Any final comments from any of you 
three? 
Mr Vincent Bear: Just one more. What was it? Oh, shivers! 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Collingwood is going to win the grand final this year? Was that it? 
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Mr Eddie Bear: I hope they get beaten! 
Mr Vincent Bear: The question I was going to ask—you do not have to answer it—is that people 
have been asking, over the years, who we are, us Aboriginals. People are still asking that question, 
and I am pretty sure that somebody has to be clever to know what we are on about. They know who 
we are. We have problems because they are always asking the same kinds of questions and nothing 
is happening. [inaudible.] 
Mr P.B. WATSON: We are trying to find out; that is why we come up here and talk to you people 
on the ground. It is the only way. 
Mr Vincent Bear: Do you know who we are? 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Do you know who I am? 
Mr Vincent Bear: I am from an Aboriginal—we are going to ask you guys questions. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: No way; I do not think there is any way I can understand your situation. I can 
empathise and try to understand, but I am not born and bred, so I do not have that innate 
understanding. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: But we try. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I understand the platitudes about First Nations people and all that kind of stuff, 
but to actually understand people you need to be part of them, be with them and spend time in 
communities. I do not have space in my life at the moment to do that; that is the problem. It is like 
me saying to you, “You come and live with me for a while, and then you’ll understand the problems 
I have.” 
Mr Austin: With policy coming out of government, I always say that governments know nothing 
more about blackfellas now than they did 30 years ago. They just do not understand. They really do 
not. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Which is why we need more blackfellas in politics. 
The CHAIRMAN: Okay, thanks for that, that has been really good. I just need to perhaps wrap it 
up. Thank you very much for giving us evidence today. A transcript of what has been said will be 
forwarded to you for corrections. If there is any spellings wrong or place names wrong, just correct 
it for us and send it back. If you do not send it back within 28 days, we will assume it is correct, 
which may not be right, but we do not have any choice there. 
Mr Vincent Bear: By the way, we are lazy people, too! 
The CHAIRMAN: When you go through the transcript and think that you should have said this or 
that, do not write it on the transcript; just put an extra sheet of paper with it with the extra 
information and send it in. We would love to have that. Even if you have forgotten to tell us 
something, not all is lost. We would love to hear it from you. Just mail it to us and we will certainly 
consider that as a supplementary submission and consider it in our deliberations as a committee. 
Thank you very much. Very much appreciated. 
Mr Austin: Thank you for coming. Hopefully you have gained something out of this. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Small steps. 
The CHAIRMAN: I have learned a lot in the last few days, I can tell you! 

Hearing concluded at 2.08 pm  


