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Hearing commenced at 11.37 am 
 
D’ANTOINE, MRS MARGARET 
Manager, Garl Garl Walbu Alcohol Association Aboriginal Corporation, examined:  
 
SPINKS, MR GREGORY 
Coordinator, Numbud Patrol, examined:  
 
 
The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Education and Health Standing Committee, I thank you for 
your interest and your appearance before us today. I acknowledge and pay respect to the traditional 
owners, past, present and future, of the land on which we are meeting today. The purpose of this 
hearing is to assist the committee in gathering evidence for its inquiry into the adequacy and 
appropriateness of prevention and treatment services for alcohol and illicit drug problems in 
Western Australia. At this stage I will introduce myself, Janet Woollard, and other members of the 
committee present; Ms Lisa Baker, Mr Peter Abetz, Mr Ian Blayney and Mr Peter Watson. We have 
Alice Murphy as our research officer; I think Dr David Worth will be joining us later; Grant 
Akkeson; and James Hunter. From Hansard we have Keith Jackman, but I think Judith will be with 
us later. The Education and Health Standing Committee is a committee of the Assembly of 
Parliament. This hearing is a formal procedure of Parliament and therefore commands the same 
respect given to proceedings in the house. This is a public hearing and Hansard will be making a 
transcript of the proceedings for the public record. If you refer to any document or documents 
during your evidence, it would assist Hansard if you could provide the full title for the record.  
Before we proceed to the questions we have for you today, I need to ask you a series of questions. 
Have you completed the “Details of Witness” form?  
The Witnesses: Yes.  
The CHAIRMAN: Do you understand the notes at the bottom of the form about giving evidence to 
a parliamentary inquiry?  
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read the information for witnesses briefing sheet provided 
with the “Details of Witness” form today? 
The Witnesses: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do you have any questions in relation to being a witness at today’s hearing?  
The Witnesses: No.  
The CHAIRMAN: With this inquiry we are looking at alcohol and drug problems across Western 
Australia; however, this week we are particularly focusing on the Kimberley. The terms of 
reference for this inquiry are: what is happening in schools and we are also looking at what is 
happening to children before school. What is there for children? What do they get at school or 
before school? We are looking at who is helping people who have drug and alcohol problems and 
have they had the appropriate educational background and do they have the skills to help people 
who have alcohol and drug problems. We are looking at what services are available and what 
services are not funded that should be funded. Where are the gaps? What is working well and where 
should more resources be put? We will ask you to describe the social costs of alcohol. We know 
that in some areas across the Kimberley alcohol is the main problem, whilst in other areas cannabis 
or a combination of the illegal highs—such as amphetamines and the other drugs—are the main 
drugs that people are tapping into. We would like to make recommendations to government that can 
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make a difference in this area, so we are really asking you to paint a picture for us of what is 
happening, where the gaps are and what needs to be addressed. Margie, would you like to discuss 
those issues in general? After that, we will ask Greg to talk about the work that he has done in this 
area. After you have both made a presentation, the committee members may ask questions. This is a 
formal hearing, but we will refer to each other on a first name basis. We would like to be able to 
help. 
Mrs D’Antoine: I do not have too much to do with children because I am in the office for the 
sobering-up shelter. We see a lot of young children who do not attend school. They just roam the 
streets. I do work with juvenile corrections through Broome and I get young children who come to 
me after school to do community hours because they get up to mischief during the day when they 
are supposed to be at school. They come to the sobering-up shelter to do their community hours 
after school. That is as much as I have dealing with children. 
The CHAIRMAN: That is fine. Would you like to talk about the problems for teenagers and adults 
and the people you are involved with who have alcohol and drug problems and what is and is not 
happening for them? 
Mrs D’Antoine: I do not think anything is happening for young children who have been drinking. 
Usually they somehow seem to find alcohol in the evenings. If they are not being supplied with 
alcohol, they follow the older people around who have alcohol and sit down with them and drink or 
they help themselves after people have fallen asleep or left alcohol behind.  
The CHAIRMAN: At what age is that happening? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It is young kids.  
The CHAIRMAN: Young is? One of my daughters is 18 and I refer to her as a young child; she 
tells me she is not! 
Mrs D’Antoine: I would say about 10 and upwards; around that area.  
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Perhaps, Margie, you could tell us a bit about the sobering-up shelter. How 
many people does it take? How many people are normally there? Who funds it? What do you do 
with people when they come in? 
Mrs D’Antoine: I have about six staff; three male workers and three female casual workers. They 
start work at four o’clock in the afternoon. We have a male and a female from four o’clock until 
midnight and from midnight to eight o’clock the next morning we have the next few come in. When 
clients come in they have to be under the weather—inebriated, drunk. They are admitted and given 
clean pyjamas. They can have a shower or they can go to bed. They are not given any food, but they 
can have water. The staff fill out forms—P180s. One of the forms goes to the drug and alcohol and 
the others we keep.  
The CHAIRMAN: When you say the drug and alcohol, they go to the? 
Mrs D’Antoine: The blue forms go to the drug and alcohol office to be put in as data.  
The CHAIRMAN: So they have the statistics in terms of who has been in—how many people have 
been in each year. Do you know what the average number has been over the past few years? 
Mrs D’Antoine: No, I do not have that information on me.  
Mr P. ABETZ: How many beds? 
Mrs D’Antoine: We have two rooms for men; one has six beds and one has seven beds. They are 
like dormitories. We also have a seven-bed room for the females. We do not have as many females 
as we do males.  
The CHAIRMAN: What are the ages of those who come in? 
Mrs D’Antoine: They have to be 17 and over to come into the sobering-up shelter.  
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The CHAIRMAN: What would happen if the police brought in someone under 17?  
Mrs D’Antoine: We would take them in, but anyone under we will not because it really is not a 
thing for children or for teens.  
Mr P.B. WATSON: What is the occupancy rate? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It varies.  
The CHAIRMAN: I think I can give you a bit of a hand with that.  
Mr P. ABETZ: We have the stats for the past year or so.  
The CHAIRMAN: In 2010 you had 290 females and 784 males and in 2009 you had 408 females 
and 1 169 males. The 2010 data is for the first four months of 2010.  
Mr P.B. WATSON: Can Margie get back to answering my question about occupancy rates? 
The CHAIRMAN: Yes! 
Mrs D’Antoine: It all depends on funerals, festivals and things like that. The other night we had 
only three, which is unusual. Usually we have between 10 and 16 clients.  
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Does it tend to be the same people? 
Mrs D’Antoine: They are pretty much the same. If there are funerals or festivals a variety of other 
people come in from other places. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: What is the average age of your clients? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It varies. We get a lot of young people. 
Mr Spinks: Most of them are around 30 to 40 or a little bit under—late 20s. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Margie, I have had the benefit of reading through some of the figures. They 
show that for the first five months of this year compared with the first five months of last year, there 
has been a significant increase in clients. In some months the numbers have also doubled. Is that 
pretty much how you feel things are going? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes. With a lot of the restrictions further up in the Kimberley—Halls Creek has 
restrictions now, so we tend to get more down this side.  
Ms L.L. BAKER: Do you want to comment a bit more about the impact of the restrictions on your 
service and how you are seeing that fallout? 
Mrs D’Antoine: When it first started, we had quite a few people come through. A lot of them went 
to Broome. There was not too much of a big impact because they had the chance of going to Halls 
Creek and Broome as well as Derby. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Can you guess why the numbers are significantly up? 
Mrs D’Antoine: I am not sure.  
Mr Spinks: The first few months of the year, like Christmastime, January and February — 
Ms L.L. BAKER: These figures compare January with January and February with February. 
The CHAIRMAN: We are looking at the numbers for this year and comparing them with the 
numbers for last year.  
Mr Spinks: At that time of the year the Aboriginal people go walkabout. That is why early in the 
year you will see the numbers rise. Later on in the year, especially in the wet season up here, they 
cannot get back to their communities.  
Ms L.L. BAKER: Even though I understand what you just said, in January 2009 there were 86 men 
in the shelter. This January there were 164 in the shelter. That is the comparison I am talking about.  
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The CHAIRMAN: It sounds as though you have been working twice as hard! If it is all right with 
Margie, we might ask Greg to speak a bit about the work that he does. It looks as though people are 
getting good value for money from you, Greg!  
Mr Spinks: If you listen to them, you do not! Last year when I had the money to run the hours that 
I wanted to, Numbud would shift anywhere from 14 000 to 16 000 people a year. That is just in 
Derby and Mowanjum. I would take the same person home three times in one night.  
The CHAIRMAN: What was this? 
Mr Spinks: Just the hometown of Derby and the Mowanjum community and you would take the 
same person home three times in one night. 
Mr P. ABETZ: They would come back again straightaway? 
Mr Spinks: Oh, yes; they would beat you back to town sometimes! 
Mrs D’Antoine: They find a lift to get back into town and — 
The CHAIRMAN: You take them home, so you are not taking them to the shelter? 
Mr Spinks: We do take some to the shelter but we try to take them home and get them off the street 
and out of harm’s way, as you say. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: So do you take them home and they change their mind? They are happy 
enough to go home and then when they get home they decide that they want to — 
Mr Spinks: Sometimes we will not take them home because we know all the boys and we know 
just about which ones are the violent ones and which ones are not. If they look like they are going to 
be violent, we take them to the sobering-up shelter so that they do not go home and cause trouble, 
but it does not work that way sometimes, though.  
Mr P. ABETZ: So the attendance at the shelter may be partly a reflection, not on the fact that there 
are so many more, say, this year in January than last January, but more that the people doing the 
pick up are perhaps more inclined to take them home, rather than take them to the shelter at 
different times? 
Mr Spinks: There are some other things here because of our funding now from DIA. I am only 
funded to work 20 hours a week and it is no good; before I used to work from, say, six o’clock to 
12 o’clock or one o’clock in the morning.  
Ms L.L. BAKER: Why did it change? 
Mr Spinks: Funding. 
The CHAIRMAN: So you used to be able to work seven days a week — 
Mr Spinks: I never worked seven days a week. This week now is CDEP week here. We used to 
start Tuesday and work until Saturday. The pension week is Monday to Friday because we know 
when they have got money and when they have not, so that is the way I used to work around it. 
[Inaudible] midnight when the pubs close and we just have not got the funding to do it. That is why 
you find a lot of that peak in the sobering-up shelter has come up because we are not on the road 
anyway.  
The CHAIRMAN: But who takes them to the sobering-up shelter if it is not you, then? 
Mr Spinks: We used to take them away when we worked late at night. We cannot work late at 
night now, so where do they go? They go to the sobering-up shelter so that is probably why it has 
risen so much because none of us lot are on the road. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Greg, you said the funding comes from DIA? 
Mr Spinks: That is the only funding I get. 
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Ms L.L. BAKER: Okay, and you have had a significant reduction in funding between 2009 and 
this year? 
Mr Spinks: CDEP has finished. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: It is the CDEP stuff that you — 
Mr Spinks: When we had CDEP, I had the boys working on CDEP with a top-up to make it a 
decent wage to take home, but they sent me a letter through—just cut this, cut that, cut everything 
else. They put some funding up to replace the CDEP, but it is not enough for a wage. They said, 
“You can only work certain hours a week.” Because CDEP is 16 hours a week, I worked it out with 
the accountant that I can work 20 hours a week and the boys will at least have a few dollars in their 
pocket to take home on payday. It is hard. Everybody on the street swears at us because we are not 
out there; we cannot help. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I know why CDEP was ostensibly cut and I know about the outcry around that 
and have full sympathy with the outcry, but did nothing happen? Things were meant to happen that 
would help ease the situation, lots of changes were going to happen, lots of positive things were 
going to happen—did any of that happen, Greg? 
Mr Spinks: I am still waiting for an answer. We had a bloke called Max Joynes who is in Perth 
with DIA come up here in March because when they sent me a — 
The CHAIRMAN: Sorry, who was the other — 
Mr Spinks: Max Joynes from the Department of Indigenous Affairs. They came up here in March 
to try to quieten me down a bit because when they told me about this and that, I said a few wrong 
things over the telephone because I am not having my workers work for nothing. I have run 
Numbud for nine years and made it out of nothing into something; I do not want to see it all go 
downhill. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: So Derby does not qualify now for CDEP, is that right? 
Mr Spinks: They are still here but for what we do I cannot get it. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: What you are doing does not qualify. There is the same issue in Geraldton, 
except Geraldton has been removed from CDEP full stop.  
The CHAIRMAN: Sorry, the CDEP funding has been cut? 
Mr Spinks: They still have it in Derby but only for the resource centre and for the people on the 
Gibb River Road and the communities out there. They still have their CDEP because they have no 
other income, so they have to keep it. 
The CHAIRMAN: So your income comes from where at the moment? 
Mr Spinks: DIA. 
The CHAIRMAN: And someone from DIA came and visited you, said they would look at it, but 
you are still waiting to hear from them? 
Mr Spinks: They asked us to put in what I reckoned so that I could run Numbud the way it is 
supposed to be run for 12 months—do up a budget. We did up a budget and sent it to them and I am 
still waiting for an answer. 
The CHAIRMAN: Greg, would you be happy to, by way of supplementary information, provide us 
with a copy of the letter that you sent requesting the additional funds? 
Mr Spinks: Yes, it should be in the office. 
The CHAIRMAN: If you would like to make a copy of that — 
Mr Spinks: I probably will not find it; Tina has probably put it away somewhere. 
The CHAIRMAN: If you are able to find that and provide us with a copy of that — 
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Mr Spinks: Tina will be in the office tomorrow, so I will ask. 
The CHAIRMAN: That would be very useful; we would then be happy to accept that by way of 
supplementary information. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Marg, you told us a bit about the characteristics of people who use your service. 
Do you actually do a lot of provision to people coming out of prison? You mentioned juvenile 
justice, but are any of your clients ex-offenders who are coming in to need the service? Are you 
funded by Corrective Services, for instance, to provide any support to those ex-offenders? 
Mrs D’Antoine: No. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: No you do not get them or no you are not provided? 
Mr Spinks: Both. 
Mrs D’Antoine: We could get offenders who have done their time in prisons and have gone back to 
drinking and come to use the shelter, but we do not get any money for them. 
The CHAIRMAN: Greg, I know it looks like the figures for Margie have increased because your 
funding has been cut, but in some ways I think intoxicated people are more likely to cause a few 
problems at home than people who are not intoxicated. Although I appreciate that you may not be 
able to pick up the number of people that you could pick up before, you were saying that it is 
because you have been working the area for so long that you know which of those people are 
violent and which are not violent and that is why you can take them home?  
Mr Spinks: The blokes who work with me come from here and I have been here for 30-odd years 
in this country. A lot of these people are fathers of a lot of the kids who are now on the streets 
drinking that I used to look after when they were kids. I have a few of my own doing the same 
thing. Now I have grandkids doing it and it is frightening.  
Up until last year, for two years I ran a truancy patrol in this town. I got funding from the Attorney 
General’s office for two years to do that. You can ask the schools; it worked wonders. Now I have 
no funding, I have a bus sitting there —  
[12 noon] 
The CHAIRMAN: So there is no truancy program? 
Mrs D’Antoine: No truancy, no. 
The CHAIRMAN: You have a bus sitting there but you are not funded to run that service? 
Mrs D’Antoine: No. We have tried through the education department to get help from them, but 
nothing. We hired two girls to run the program and they used to go and find out why the kids were 
not attending school. If the kids were late getting up, they would pick them up and take them to 
school — 
Ms L.L. BAKER: And that was part of the package? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes. We have only two schools, but the Holy Rosary School at one stage there 
was getting all the children turning up and it was pretty good. Then we just had the high school to 
pick up and — 
The CHAIRMAN: We have heard now how some of the children might go in and check in and 
then disappear, but who supplied the bus and who funded that truancy program? 
Mr Spinks: The Attorney General’s office. We put in for funding, and for two years they granted it 
to us. Last year we put in for it again and never got it. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Roughly how much money were you getting? 
Mr Spinks: It was $100 000 a year. 
Mrs D’Antoine: And that was proceeds of crime. 
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Ms L.L. BAKER: Did you put an application in for it again? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes. 
Mr Spinks: Last year. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: But it got knocked back? 
Mrs D’Antoine: But you can only put it in for so long and then they stop. I think the state stopped 
it and — 
Mr Spinks: I do not know; something happened in Parliament — 
Mrs D’Antoine: We have to go through Canberra to apply for it, which we have done but we have 
not received anything. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Because they have started a couple of buses in Geraldton but that is funded 
through the education department office. 
Mrs D’Antoine: We got our bus through lotteries, didn’t we? 
Mr Spinks: Lotterywest. No, that little touristy bus comes through SRA — 
Mrs D’Antoine: SRA through ICC. 
Mr Spinks: The other big bus is in the garage at the moment. The big bus that is on the road at the 
moment comes from Lotterywest. 
The CHAIRMAN: So going back to the problem with alcohol and drugs, what is the major 
problem for people that you are seeing? Is it alcohol? Is it cannabis? Is it other drugs? Are you able 
to tell us what you think it might be? 
Mr Spinks: Alcohol and ganja are the main two in this town. There is some of that deadly stuff 
around, but you do not see much of it; it is just mainly ganja. 
Mrs D’Antoine: I think it is too expensive but they go for the cannabis. 
Mr Spinks: You can see your mates roll up stoned off their face. That is frightening. 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Is it grown locally? 
Mr Spinks: I do not know where it is coming from but it is always here. Another problem we have 
in this town is sly grog shops. They go and buy the alcohol from Woollies or Foodland or the pub—
bottles and bottles of wine—they keep it at home. They buy it for $7 and sell it for $30. 
The CHAIRMAN: In relation to the big stores, how much are the selling the alcohol for? I think it 
is Woolworths in Derby, isn’t it? What can you tell me about the stores and the sale here?  
Mrs D’Antoine: Woolworths: years ago they used to get wine casks—one litre? 
Mr Spinks: Tawny port. 
Mr P. ABETZ: The big four-litre ones? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Four litres, yes — 
Mr Spinks: We used to; they cut them out years ago. 
Mrs D’Antoine: — then they cut it down to one litre, I think. When that was stopped they started 
going into the heavy stuff like the 750-millilitre bottles of bourbon, Jack Daniel’s and things like 
that. At the moment, they are just walking out of the shop because — 
The CHAIRMAN: What—the bourbons? 
Mrs D’Antoine: The bourbons and the Bundys and all the hard liquor, and the mixed drinks are just 
going out the door as well. You get a lot of people buying the 750-millilitre bottles of chardonnay. 
What is happening is — 
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The CHAIRMAN: What are the prices like for these drinks here? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It all depends on the specials. A lot of them are on special. A couple of years ago 
all the fortified wines were discontinued at Woollies. They might be able to still buy them down at 
Rustys or any of the pubs. At the moment we have restrictions where you cannot come into the 
bottle shop if you have not got your car keys. 
Mr Spinks: That is from four o’clock in the afternoon, isn’t it? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Five o’clock in the afternoon until eight o’clock. It is hard for a lot of the workers 
who work hard during the day who do not have vehicles. They come in and they are told that they 
cannot buy any alcohol because they have not got car keys. I feel that that is not right for the hard 
workers. When the restrictions were started, a lot of the people were coming to Derby, Broome and 
Halls Creek and taking a lot of their alcohol back to Fitzroy. 
The CHAIRMAN: Would they be buying from the supermarkets? Where would they be buying 
their alcohol from? 
Mrs D’Antoine: From the liquor shops because Woollies has a liquor shop, Rustys has a liquor 
shop and then you have the other three outlets—Boab, Spinny and — 
Mr Spinks: You cannot get it here; you cannot get takeaway here, unless you are a member. 
Mrs D’Antoine: Then having restrictions where there are funerals on. If there is a big Aboriginal 
funeral, they close the bottle shop down for the day. It is a good thing and it is only just for the 
one day. Once we had four funerals in two days and it was closed for two days. A lot of people did 
not like that. We get a lot of visitors who come through who find that there are restrictions. It is a 
good thing with these restrictions for the Aboriginal people, but you can get Aboriginal people who 
are hard workers like us, even full-blooded Aboriginal people who are hard workers, but it is 
restricted against them, too. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: That is the argument we hear. 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes, and a lot of people get very abusive when they cannot buy; that is why we 
have security guards down there at Woollies. 
The CHAIRMAN: So with the restrictions, have the problems, particularly looking at both social 
problems and behavioural problems with alcohol and drugs, been getting worse in the area or have 
they improved over the past few years, Greg? 
Mr Spinks: They are getting worse, basically. Like tonight, I think there a few things out there that 
are going to open your eyes—what you see in the back streets and things like that; how bad it can 
get. But when Max Joynes came up, the first five I picked up were the worst ones in Derby and they 
were the best I ever had on the bus! So I have seen it with Max. He got in late; I said, “You’re in for 
a caning, boy”, but they were as good as gold! Good lord. But what is so frightening, especially in 
the back streets, are the kids on the streets.  
The CHAIRMAN: The kids who cannot be picked up and put somewhere—we have discussed 
possibly having a halfway hostel for them. 
Mr Spinks: They are just running around the streets. You do not get over about five kilometres an 
hour going down there because you never know when they are going to run out in front of you. 
They have three speed humps there on Barnett Way and McGovern Way now, which has helped a 
lot because kids play anywhere. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Did you say that you have been doing this work for a long time, Greg? 
Mr Spinks: I first started with Numbud in 1994, gave it away in 2000 for a couple of years, and 
these people at the sobering-up shelter came along asked me to start it up again. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: What are the changes that you have seen most recently? 
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Mr Spinks: It has just got worse. It is not getting better. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Rapidly worse or over that 10 — 
Mr Spinks: Steady, steady—it is just with the alcohol and drugs in this country, especially that 
hydro stuff that they grow, because all that stuff is killing people and it is killing their brains. 
Mr P. ABETZ: The mental health issue. 
The CHAIRMAN: It stops the brain, particularly the children, it stops the nervous system from 
developing properly. 
Mr Spinks: The parents are on the drugs and alcohol all the time and then they have babies who are 
going to suffer for the rest of their life. The miserable hurt. I have two grandkids at home now; one 
is 12 and one is nine. They have ADD and they have FASD because their mother and father were—
and we are having a hell of a time, but that is just two. I can take you out there and show you 
another 100 in this town that are just the same. 
The CHAIRMAN: One hundred—sorry? 
Mr Spinks: One hundred children with the same problem in this town — 
Mr P. ABETZ: FASD. 
The CHAIRMAN: Foetal alcohol disorder. 
Mr Spinks: And it is frightening. 
The CHAIRMAN: When you said about the children running out on the streets, what — 
Mr Spinks: Everybody is inside; they are all drinking—drunk. The kids are playing; they are not 
running out on the streets to be — 
The CHAIRMAN: All right; so they are out playing. 
Mr Spinks: Yes, out in the middle of the street. 
Mrs D’Antoine: They feel safer on the streets instead of staying at home where they can be abused. 
Mr Spinks: A lot of the kids are eight, nine, 10 or 12 years old. You see five or six and over 10 of 
them walking around together. “Why aren’t you going home?” “Everybody’s grump at home—
fighting; stoned. Don’t feel safe.” 
The CHAIRMAN: Is that abuse physical and sexual abuse? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes. 
Mr Spinks: I do not know. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Do you think there is need for a children’s shelter–type of house where children 
can go when parents are drunk? 
Mr Spinks: We have been asking for a long, long time for a hostel so I can get these kids off the 
streets at night and every time we ask it, it goes over there somehow. 
The CHAIRMAN: Who have you asked and when have you asked? Has it just been like talking to 
us asking or has it ever been a formal request in writing to someone? 
Mr Spinks: Garl Garl Walbu has got what is called Milliard Soak—40 hectares of land 
43 kilometres up the Gibb River Road. My nephew is a children’s lawyer in Perth, Sutton, and I 
have spoken to him and he said a judge down there helped Esperance or something with a thing for 
children, something was set up—I cannot remember what it was; he did tell me. I have spoken to 
the committee at Darlot, as to the lands there, if I can get any way of using them. The children who 
are getting in trouble up here and doing stupid things get sent to Perth. They learn worse. I have 
asked: who was at that meeting? I know there were a couple of government people there, and I 
asked — 
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The CHAIRMAN: If it comes to you later, you could let us know afterwards. That would be 
useful. 
Mr Spinks: Dr Fiona Nichols wrote a letter for me to Mrs Macklin about these things that I am 
trying to set up, because she was up here back in the mid-1990s — 
The CHAIRMAN: Fiona Nichols or Fiona Stanley? 
Mr Spinks: Dr Fiona Nichols was up here and she was trying to help the Aboriginal people then, 
and she just kept in touch over the years. I was just talking to her about it and she said that she 
would try to help, so she wrote a letter. I have not had an answer back and things like that from 
them. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Recently? 
Mr Spinks: A few months ago now. 
Mr P. ABETZ: What size hostel do you think would be needed—15 beds or 20 beds? 
Mr Spinks: You would have to have two sides—one for boys and one for girls. I would say 20 beds 
for each because you never know; on some nights I reckon that I could fill them. But this is not just 
these people; it is for the little ones. I hope you do not see it tonight, I do not like it seeing; it is 
women with little babies—one year old, two years old, even a few months old—drunk and the baby 
is lying in the dirt. It is not just in Derby; it is all over the Kimberley; it is halfway round Western 
Australia, I suppose. But it is bad and it is frightening.  
I have a hall—it is not mine; it is the Uniting Church’s—but for a couple of years I was mixed up 
with this thing in Broome, Connecting Kids; schoolkids and working with kids and that. I tried to 
find a place where I could work with some of these kids with my missus and some of the other 
people who would help me in town. The Uniting Church gave me a hall just down the Main Street 
there—truancy and Little Tackers—they came up with the name “Little Tackers” so that is the 
name of it. It worked, but funding for that—I have got so much funding to do things but I have no 
money to get somebody who can run them for me. I got some money from royalties for regions last 
year but that is just to run programs and things like that; there is nothing that I can get somebody in 
and give them something to run it for me—but I cannot do all of it. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Margie, in the morning when people get up in the shelter, could you just tell 
us what their routine is? 
Mrs D’Antoine: In the mornings, they are woken up about half past five. They have to strip their 
beds and remake them, and then they just get ready and go and have breakfast. They sign out by 
half past six at the sobering-up shelter because that gives a chance for the staff to do any cleaning 
and washing and things like that before they finish work at eight o’clock. 
The CHAIRMAN: And when at six o’clock they are still heavily intoxicated, do they still have to 
leave? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It gives them about four hours because two o’clock is the shut-off time and we do 
have clients coming in. That leaves four hours before they have to get up and gives them time to 
sober up a little bit. It is only an overnight stay and they have to leave by the next morning. 
The CHAIRMAN: If they are still heavily intoxicated the next day, is there someone you can call 
that can pick them up and look after them the next day? 
Mr Spinks: Next-door to the sobering-up shelter is the men’s centre; they walk out of the sobering-
up shelter and they walk in there. They sit down, watch TV, play pool and at about 10 to 12 you see 
them all going straight to the bottle shop. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Do they usually eat a good breakfast? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes, we make sure we give them a big breakfast. 
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Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Most or all of them would eat that? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes, most of them will eat it. If anyone does not feel like eating, we put it in a 
container so that they can take it away with them. The clients are checked every half-hour to make 
sure that they are okay. They have only water in case they vomit; we do not want any deaths 
happening in the shelter. We have been very lucky that nothing has happened. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: If you did have someone pass away there, would it then be a problem that 
people would not want to go in there? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Yes. 
Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: So that is a big problem, isn’t it? 
Mr Spinks: Although they did not pass away there, they have passed away—and there have been a 
fair few of them over the years. You see it all slacking off for a while; they will not come back in 
here because that person used to sleep in that room. That is just the Indigenous way. 
The CHAIRMAN: Is there anything, Margie, that you wanted that maybe we have not questioned 
you about that you wanted to bring to our attention before we finish? 
Mrs D’Antoine: No, not really; I might think about something later. 
The CHAIRMAN: That is okay; it has been very good. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Has your funding increased at all over the past, say, five years? 
Mrs D’Antoine: I do not think so. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Has it remained steady? 
Mrs D’Antoine: Steady, yes. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: So it has got up incrementally with indexation each year? 
Mrs D’Antoine: It might have gone up, yes. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I will check that. 
Mrs D’Antoine: Check with James. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: Thanks, Marg. 
The CHAIRMAN: Again, I apologise that we were late starting. I thank you both for your 
evidence before the committee today. A transcript of this hearing will be forwarded to you for 
correction of minor errors. Any such corrections must be made and the transcript returned within 
28 days from the date of the letter attached to it. If the transcript is not returned within this period, it 
will be deemed to be correct. You cannot add new material via the corrections and you cannot alter 
the sense of your evidence. However, should you wish to provide additional information—if you 
realise that things have changed since you said something to us—you can include a supplementary 
submission for the committee’s consideration when you return your corrected transcript of 
evidence.  
We do look forward to receiving from you, Greg, the details in relation to the letters that you have 
sent off both for the shelter and for the bus. If you can think of any other services that are needed 
where you have asked for help but where nothing has come back, please send us a copy of that 
when you return your transcript. Thank you both once again for coming along today. 
Mrs D’Antoine: Thank you. 

Hearing concluded at 12.20 pm 


