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15 October 2009 

Linda Omar 
Committee Clerk ~. ',_( 
Standing Committee on Environment & Public lltffairs 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Madam, 

~ fa phone: (OS) 9531 7777 

fax: (OS) 9531 1 9S1 

address: 1915 Pinjarra Road 

(PO Box 21) 
Pinjarra WA 620S 

SUBMISSION - DEEP SEWERAGE IN THE COCKBURN AREA 

Please find attached a submission to the Legislative Council Standing 
Committee on Environment & Public Affairs regarding Deep Sewerage in the 
Cockburn Area. 

Should you require any further information regarding this submission please 
contact the Shire's Manager Environmental Health Services, Mr Glen Lange, on 
9531 7740 or glenl@murray.wa.gov.au . 

Yours faithfully 

Chief Executive Officer 

email : mailbag@murray.wa.gov.au website: www.murray.wa.gov.au ABN: 16036 156261 
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This submission addresses Committee's terms of reference 2,3 & 4. 

The Shire of Murray wishes to bring to the Committee's attention the grave public 
health and environmental risk being experienced by no less than 60 residential 
properties of the Murray Bend (Ravenswood: West Murray 2A) locality an area of 
the Shire which is currently not sewered and with properties as little as 50 meters 
and no more than 220 meters from the Murray River. 

This matter was highlighted by the residents of this area at the Shire's Annual 
Electors Meeting held on 2nd February 2009. 

Residents of this area have been advised for many years of the impending roll
out of sewer infill in this area only to have this commitment postponed year after 
year. As a result (and understandably so) they have postponed costly upgrades 
and additions to their failing on-site septic systems, which in many cases would 
also fail due to the poor condition of surrounding soils and seasonal waterlogging 
each winter. 

As a result of the above residents have been forced and required by law to 
undertake costly pump-outs of septic systems in order to protect the health of 
their families and neighbours. Unfortunately, however, due to the high cost of 
this exercise and the need to undertake the exercise every few months some 
residents are allowing their systems to overflow and/or are pumping raw 
sewerage onto areas of open land which constitutes a significant risk to public 
health and subsequently a grave risk to the environment of the Murray River and 
Peel waterways generally. 

I am sure the Committee needs no reminding of the actual disease risk posed by 
the presence of raw sewerage anywhere where people reside or indeed 
congregate. In fact situations like this are constantly seen in scenes of 
devastation following extreme natural events and quite rightly for the basis of 
immediate response from local public health and emergency authorities. It is 
also a common occurrence and indeed cause of significant widespread disease 
outbreaks in third world countries. 

As can be seen below from the Water Corporations own annual reports the area 
of Murray Bend has been and is a priority area for urgent action (Extract from 
Water Corporation Annual Report 2005-2006):-

"The objectives of the Infill Sewerage Program are to provide reticulated 
sewerage services to the majority of the Perth metropolitan residential properties 
and targeted country towns to facilitate the: 

• protection of public water supplies; 
• protection of underground water resources; 
• minimisation of health risks to the community; 
• protection of the environment; 
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• reduction of pollutants entering the drains, rivers and wetlands;and 
• orderly development and redevelopment of land. 

Properties targeted by the program to have septic systems replaced with a 
reticulated sewerage service are: 

• conventionally sized existing Perth metropolitan residential properties on 
the coastal plain; and 
• conventionally sized existing residential and town centre properties 
in medium and large country towns and cities not serviced by other 
organisations. " 

Whilst the imminent and real threat to public health is of paramount importance 
the other issue at Murray Bend is the effect that dysfunctional septic systems 
have on the Murray River and indeed the broader wetlands of the Peel Region 
many of which are internationally recognized RAMSAR wetlands. It is well 
documented that additional nutrient loads lead to significant algae production and 
a substantial impact to bird life and other marine species. 

The EPA's report titled "Water Quality Improvement Plan for the Rivers and 
Estuary of the Peel-Harvey System - Phosphorous Managemenf' published in 
November of 2008 clearly outlines the "impacts of nutrients and bacteria leaching 
from conventional septic systems" as a key contributing factor in the poor health 
of the Murray River. Unsewered areas are contributing around 17% of the winter 
load of phosphorous. 

Studies within the report also demonstrate that full connection to the infill 
sewerage would bring a reduction of 22 percent to the total loading of the estuary 
with the Murray catchment showing the greatest predicted reduction of 27 
percent. 

The report also recommended the expediting the infill program for connection 
which would result in a significant positive impact on the health of the rivers and 
estuary. The exact text of recommendations are as follows:-

• Expedite current infill program in the Peel coastal catchment, in particular 
sensitive areas adjacent to waterways and wetlands; 

• Bring forward plans to infill Peel coastal catchment suburbs outside of 
current program 

The Shire of Murray requests that the Committee report the urgent need to 
reinstate the infill sewerage program and that this program remain in a 
permanent funding cycle to ensure that areas in dire need or reticulated 
sewerage are provided with this essential service to protect foremost the health 
of residents and equally importantly sensitive environmental areas. 
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