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This submission is to the Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, 
currently being undertaken by the Standing Committee on Legislation. 
 
I refer specifically to the intention “to introduce mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse for ministers 
of religion;”. 
 
This is a severe encroachment on the right of Catholics to practice their faith without the interference of 
the State into the long standing and accepted principles of the faith.  Putting the State in conflict with 
Catholicism is not something that should be done lightly, and the research and data does not suggest 
any appreciable gain will be made in sexual assault or child abuse reporting through this measure. 
 
While it may have been a recommendation of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse, no evidence was presented by the Commission to support how this would make any 
actual difference to or reduction in child sexual assault. 
 
It looks more and more like a populist and ideologically driven vendetta against the Catholic Church.  I 
do not hesitate for a minute to acknowledge and accept the deep criticism of the Catholic Church in 
Australia and elsewhere for failing to deal properly with crimes against children.  But the introduction of 
a measure that will potentially criminalise the conduct of the faith, with no evidence provided of it 
making any difference, is a deeply divisive and questionable tactic. 
 
In fact, there is significant evidence of just the opposite – that the guaranteed confidentiality of the seal 
is of assistance to victims in talking about their abuse.  This has been well documented and presented to 
this committee. 
 
As such, I object in the strongest possible terms to this proposed change in the legislation. 
 
 
Anthony Martyr 
24th July 2020 
  




