
17th July 2020.       Basil & Christina Fernandez  

         

Parliament House       

4 Harvest Tce 

WEST PERTH WA 6005 

 

Re: Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 

 Amendments – Clauses 51 to 53 of the bill. 

 

Dear LEGISLATION COMMITTEE, 

I, Basil Fernandez, together with my wife Christina Fernandez write on the invitation to these 

amendments. 

The 2 specific amendments referred to, amongst others, implements recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 

as contained in the Final Report of the Royal Commission in November 2019. 

Henceforth, we shall refer to these 2 amendments as Recommendation 7.3 and 7.4 respectively, for 

the purpose of our submission. 

Recommendation 7.3 under Clauses 51 & 52 of the Amendment Bill 2019. 

State and territory governments should amend laws concerning mandatory reporting to child 

protection authorities to achieve national consistency in reporter groups. At a minimum, state and 

territory governments should also include the following groups of individuals as mandatory reporters 

in every jurisdiction: 

a. out-of- home care workers (excluding foster and kinship/relative carers) 

b. youth justice workers 

c. early childhood workers 

d. registered psychologists and school counsellors 

e. people in religious ministry. 

Here, 5 categories of groups of individuals are mentioned above (a - e). 

Yet in Recommendation 7.4,  the Minister, Simone McGurk, only mentions category “e”, i.e. people in 

religious ministry and deliberately leaving out the other 4 “a” to “d” categories. 

Isn’t the safety of ALL children of importance?  We being parents and grandparents, stress that the  

safety of ALL children is of paramount importance. 

We strongly object to the amendments in Recommendation 7.4, as it is discriminatory.  

Why has the Minister singled out “ministers of religion”?  Further the Minister in her Explanatory 

Memo said that the Bill implements recommendations 7.3 & 7.4 of the Royal Commission and that 

the mandatory scheme was expedited to the “ministers of religion” ahead of others. 

We beg to ask: 



Why was “ministers of religion” expedited over the other 4 categories (a - d)?  

 Is this an action merely to attack the religious? 

Is the Minister aware of the responses made by the Catholic Church in Australia? (as far back as August 

2018)? (Ref: https://catholic.org.au/responseandprevention). 

Was any effort made to find out and/or explore areas where the Minister and the government could 

work with the religious institutions and the church to come up with a win-win for all? 

Basically, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) AND Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) 

accepted in principle or supported 98% of the Royal Commission’s (RC) recommendations. They have 

indicated in their responses that many of the RC’S recommendations have already been implemented 

by the Catholic Church in this country and others are in the process of being implemented. 

To help in the ongoing work, the ACBC and CRA have set up and established the following bodies: 

i. Australian Catholic Centre for Professional Standards 

ii. Catholic Professional Standards Limited (CPSL) which is developing nationally consistent 

safeguarding standards for Catholic institutions across Australia and will audit compliance 

iii. An Implementation Advisory Group (IAG) to help with the process of implementation. The 

two bodies IAG working closely with CPSL in the task that lies ahead. 

Is Minister Simone McGurk aware of any of these implementations that are ongoing? 

In Recommendation 7.3, Clauses 51/52 of the 1st amendment, in the Amendment Bill 2019, abuse 

against any child is a desecration. Hence (iii) ministers of all religions, not confined to a particular 

religion, have this responsibility to safe guard all children. 

Further, in Recommendation 7.4, Clauses 51/53 of the 2nd Amendment in the Amendment Bill 2019, 

We quote, “laws concerning mandatory reporting to child protection authorities should not exempt 

persons in religious ministry………………………………………………in connection with a religious confession”. 

This is an obvious reference to the Catholic Church and perhaps the Orthodox Churches as well. It is a 

push to breaking the seal of Confession. 

We again beg to ask the Minister if she is aware that the Royal Commission themselves have said that 

the Bishops of Australia have no authority over the seal of confession at all and that it has to go 

back to Rome. 

We beg to ask “Why is the Minister so adamant about introducing this? 

This attack goes to the very core and heart of our Catholic faith, beliefs practices and tradition. 

Is this an anti-religion agenda under the guise of children’s safety? 

My wife and I support all of Recommendations 7.3, Clauses 51/52 of the Amendment Bill 2019, even 

if the Minister has left out the tabulated points 1 a to d, focussing her stance only on 1 e (ministers of 

religion). 

We totally reject the Amendment Recommendation 7.4, Clauses 51/53 of the Amendment Bill 2019. 

We sincerely hope that you will favourably consider our petition/submission and act accordingly. 

 



Thanking you. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Basil & Christina Fernandez 

 

 

 

 

 




