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Members of the Legislative Committee

As a member of the Bateman Catholic Community and the mother of a large extended family I am extremely
concerned about the proposed legislation before parliament.

I fully support our Archbishop and priests in their priority to make all children safe. Most of the measures
proposed by the Royal Commission have already been put in place by the Catholic Church to safeguard all our
children.  In our parish we have Safeguard Officers who have been trained and always available for
consultation. Although many other institutions have been mentioned  by the Commission the Catholic Church
and our priests have become a primary target through manipulation of the statistics. This is discriminatory.

The Sacraments that are an integral part of church life are administered by our priests in the name of Jesus.
They have been celebrated for more than two thousand years by the church community. The sacrament of
Penance was instituted by Jesus so that forgiveness is given to the penitent through the priest in a time of
healing. Through Canon Law a priest is bound by the seal of confession. This first  of all protects the penitent.
On a personal level it is very freeing to speak out the error of one’s ways and be heard.
In the case of abuse a victim will be encouraged to follow the proper channels to name the perpetrator while a
perpetrator would not be given absolution until guilt is admitted to the police. This proposed legislation
attempts to destroy that time of healing available to Catholics or to share the load of guilt carried,  both essential
for mental health and wellbeing. If a priest were to break that seal, he would be excommunicated by the church
he serves and charged by civil authorities.. That seems most unhelpful when the safety of our children is
paramount.

I understand the high priority that must be given to protecting our children and bringing the perpetrators of
sexual abuse to justice. This  amendment  does not fit with good justice and the right of religious freedom that I
as an Australian proudly uphold.
As Thomas More, our parish patron saint said, ‘ I am the King’s faithful servant but God’s first.’

May this submission assist the committee in coming to a good decision to this proposed amendment.
Brenda Auret
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