
Legislative Committee  
Parliament House 
4 Harvest Terrace 
WEST PERTH WA 6005 
 
24 July 2020 
 
Dear Legislative Committee,  
 
This letter pertains to Clause 124BA of the Children and Community Services 
Amendment Bill 2019, specifically in relation to ‘Provisions for Ministers of Religion’. I 
was deeply troubled and concerned upon hearing about the proposed amendment, 
which I feel to be a knee jerk reaction to an issue, which in my view requires further 
exploration and consultation with key stakeholders. Subsequently, I feel this issue has 
been over simplified and under examined and should this be passed through it will be 
extremely concerning not only for Western Australians but many people of the Catholic 
faith and non-Christians alike.  
 
I will not be here to argue points at length as time has not afforded me this luxury I will 
however try to convey the importance and ramifications of this proposed amendment in 
hopefully a rather personal way. Firstly, if I may I think it’s honourable that the State is 
now looking at ways of improving and safe guarding not only children but also survivors 
of sexual abuse. However, I would argue that this amendment would not get the desired 
effect it is pursuing and indeed perhaps looking at an alternative means without 
changing a practice, which is not only sacred and meaningful would be the most sensible 
and reasonable outcome. Confession which is a most sacred and valuable sacrament in 
the Catholic faith is a tool for healing and personal growth and I truly believe it is being 
misunderstood and disregarded by the State perhaps to its demise.  
 
This sacrament looks at ways to heal and bring a person to responsibility and is also a 
place of development and healing. One would argue that the beneficial nature of this 
sacrament has a two fold effect, as such not only is the penitent enriched and changed 
but the by product of this extends over to have a positive societal effect.  Personally, I 
can share that this most important sacrament has not only been invaluable in my life but 
to so many people close to me. The realisation that this most sacred ritual, which 
Catholics understand and believe to be an intimate occasion of grace and healing with 
the Divine, is being considered in this Act to be modified is deeply disheartening.  
 
I feel and believe if this proposed amendment passes this will be truly a watershed 
moment in our history where religious freedoms of many will be essentially 
relinquished and perhaps the beginning of these freedoms being denigrated by a more 
powerful status quo.  It is my hope the Committee will review the submissions it 
receives and fairly considers the evidence in a just and reasonable manner. I would now 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the Committee members for all their efforts and 
contributions to this matter in their pursuit of improving the livelihoods of all West 
Australians.   
 
Kind regards,  

  




