
 

I am making this submission as I firmly believe in the protection of the confessional seal required by 
the Catholic church of its priests and ministers. 
 
While the Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 operates in good 
faith with the aim of protecting children and the community, the removal of the confessional seal will 
not achieve this aim but will instead remove a pillar of community support and further endanger 
members of the community. 
 
Firstly it is established that the Catholic church in Australia provides support to the community through 
a wide variety of ministries and services. These include but are not limited to: weddings, funerals, 
church mass services, parish and congregation events, charity works, op-shop operation and many 
others. For those within the Catholic tradition, many other important services are rendered, such as 
Baptisms, Holy Communions, Confirmations, and Confession or Reconciliation. 
 
These services make a monumental difference to the more than 5.29 million Catholics in Australia 
(22.6% of the population as of the 2016 census) as well as the entire nation through community 
outreach and charity organisations. 
 
It is unacceptable that priests within the Catholic church in Australia will be endangered and possibly 
removed from their roles and/or imprisoned if the removal of the confessional seal is passed into 
legislation. 
 
The ability of the confessional seal to empower and protect criminals may yet be debated, however 
the primary concern and glaring issue which must first be addressed in making the decision to remove 
the confessional seal is the severe endangerment it places upon priests of the Catholic faith. 
 
Laying aside arguments of personal conscience and beliefs of the priest, strict Vatican and religious 
rules which may lead to internal dismissal, and those of freedom of practice of religion in Australia, all 
of which are equally valid of consideration and would lead to direct and indirect consequences to the 
wider community, if a priest is bound legally to violate the seal of confession, there are more pressing 
and obvious flaws which would lead to the removal of priests and the subsequent destruction of this 
strong pillar of the community. 
 
If a person confesses a crime which under the proposed changes of the inquiry binds a priest to relay 
it to appropriate authorities (i.e break the confessional seal), then it falls upon the priest to become a 
judicator and expert in the law. How are they to know what constitutes a crime according to the 
complex criminal laws of Australian legislation, from the instant, verbal confession and the scant 
details likely provided by the confessor? 
 
Further, a rogue and vindictive person for any motive could decide of their own accord to vaguely 
allude to criminal activity in the confessional, and then report the priest as not having reported the 
crime, hoping to indict the priest and have them removed, fined or jailed. This of course would lead to 
a plethora of further court cases and legislation, doing nothing to help actual abuse victims and 
instead removing an innocent priest from their duties and community. 
 
Are we not then placing an absurd responsibility on the priest, completely outside of their power, to 
discern the law and what constitutes a criminal confession, and then attaching a vast, life changing 
and community destroying punishment for their failure to comply? 
 
Surely a logical solution for the weaknesses within the proposed legislative changes would be the 
audio recording of all confessions. We can easily imagine the total removal of personal and private 
freedoms and ethical boundaries that this would cross, yet to achieve the otherwise noble aims of the 
Inquiry (the protection and support of children and victims of abuse) it must naturally come to these 
and other absurd solutions to honestly and realistically attempt to achieve this goal through the path 
of removing the confessional seal. 
 



We can see through this example, along with copious anecdotal evidence from priests and members 
of the Catholic community, that the removal of the confessional seal is not a correct or even effective 
way to achieve the aims of the Inquiry. 
 
It will endanger Catholic priests, who support our community, by placing them in the ill-advised role of 
legal experts and leave them vulnerable to malicious and spurious personal legislative attacks, while 
ruining the trust and community of over 5 million Catholics in Australia. 
 
There are many logical reasons which I will leave to others to put forward as to why the removal of the 
confessional seal will not achieve the aim of the Inquiry to reduce instances of child abuse or 
empower victims and survivors of abuse. 
 
Yet what it clearly can and will do, is to weaken and potentially remove a critically needed part of our 
community, in the endangerment of priests in the Catholic church. 
 
This is why I formally submit that the Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment 

Bill 2019 does not seek the requirement of priests to break the confessional seal and report details 

from the confessional to authorities in any manner. 




