
Regarding The Seal Of Confession 
Whilst, on the surface, mandatory reporting of abuse confessed in the sacrament of Confession, might seem 

helpful - in reality it will not work and will in fact make things worse. 

For a number of reasons :-  

1. Confessions are anonymous 
The identity of the person confessing is unknown to the Priest. Also, exact particulars are not required in 

Confession. This means that are no basic facts with which to lodge a report. 

2. Child Abusers Do Not Go To Confession  
There is little evidence that child abusers go to Confession. Anyone who goes to confession is remorseful 

and must indicate a resolve not to sin again. If they do not have that resolve, the absolution does take 

effect. Pedophiles who carry out evil and unspeakable crimes do not self report let alone confess to a 

Priest. In fact, many do not think that they are committing a sin. Gerard Ridsdale said that he never took 

his crimes to Confession. Fr Brennan said that, in all his years of being a Priest, he had never had anyone 

bring to Confession the sin of child abuse. 

3. The Proposed Law Is Open To Abuse And Will Lead To Set-Ups 

This is obvious. Anyone with religious prejudice or malice could fabricate a confession in order to 

specifically incriminate a particular Priest – say for example a Priest whose teachings they are hostile to. 

And authorities may resort to set-ups in order to enforce the law. These Priests will then face 

imprisonment for the non-reporting of events that never happened. And that would also mean the 

wasting of time, money, personnel and resources that could have been spent going after actual cases of 

abuse. So, real victims would lose out. 

4. Opportunity To Counsel The One Confessing Is Lost 
Although unlikely, assume there is an abuser willing to go to Confession. In this situation, priests would 

have the opportunity to persuade the perpetrator to report themselves to police, seek psychiatric help, and 

can withhold absolution (forgiveness) until they do. If Confession was not confidential, perpetrators 

would not go to Confession and and this opportunity would be lost.  

5. Priests Bound By Divine Law 
The seal of Confession is so sacred that priests are forbidden to break it even when facing death. And 

even when the information given would exonerate the Priest himself. Those that do are excommunicated 

and become the enemy of God. For a priest this is worse than death therefore the threat of jail is 

ineffective.  

6. At What Point Do You Stop Breaking The Seal of Confession? 
The faithful seeking forgiveness, reconciliation and healing have always welcomed the anonymity of 

Confession. Even the actual act of simply confessing your sins has psychological benefits, let alone the fact 

that with it comes the absolution of your sins. How many Catholics, and this is of paramount importance, 

will cease going to Confession out of fear that the government could expand the “reporting obligations” of 

Priests to less serious sins. 

7. The Healing That Comes/Begins Through The Sacrament Of Confession With It's Seal Has Led 

Survivors To Begin Their Healing Saving Them From Suicide, And To Report Their Abusers To 

Police Thus Saving Other Children From Abuse,  
The following video is about five and a half minutes long. I absolutely urge you to watch this video in it's 

entirety if you are concerned about sexual abuse victims !!! 

Sexual Abuse Survivors Support The Seal 

 

In Conclusion 

Leave the seal of Confession in place and encourage Priests, in the very rare case of someone confessing abuse, 

to withhold absolution until the person has reported themselves to Police. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbKleTAV6TI&authuser=0



