
Honourable Members of the Legislation Committee,


Please accept my submission on the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, in 
particular, the section relating to mandatory reporting by a religious minister of what is heard in a 
Confession relating to the abuse of a child.


On consultation with the religious leaders of Western Australia, you would have learned that 
Catholic and Orthodox priests will never divulge the contents of a Confession, or even if a person 
has received the Sacrament of Confession. They are bound by God’s Holy Law to be martyred 
(and that is indeed what it would be, should they die rather than divulge a confession), to be 
martyred rather than to give up their own soul to eternal death should they break this Law.


Forcing, under law, a minister of religion to divulge the content of a confession would be, then, 
futile. 


Given this futility, should this law be passed and enacted upon a minister of religion, it would 
certainly be more an act of anti-religious discrimination, than a means to track down potential 
abusers.


Many, if not most, Catholic priests receive anonymous confessions - they do not know which 
people are present in the church while the Confessions are being heard, nor do they know who it 
is that kneels in the Confessional at any given time.


Very many victims of abuse actually find Confession to be a great healing Sacrament; and 
tragically, as you all know, most abusers continue to abuse without feeling any remorse at all, and 
thus do not actually confess to a priest in the Sascrament of Confession.


In summary, forcing ministers of religion to divulge contents of Confessions, would yield little or 
no prosecutions of abusers of children, and cause a great turmoil of heart and mind for those 
ministers - between the WA State Law and God’s Holy Law.


Thank you for accepting my short submission,


Mrs MF Castieau




