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25th September, 2009 PUBLIC 

Attention: Hon Brian Ellis MLC 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Parliament House 
Perth 
WA6000 

Dear Mr Ellis, 

Re: Inquiry into Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area 

We have been residents in the above area for 42 years. When we moved into the area 
we were told that sewerage would come through in 2-3 years. Forty two (42) years 
later we are still waiting! 

We have had many difficulties with our septic system failing. You may have seen our 
home and back yard (what is left of it) on the TV many times. We have had the leach 
drain collapse on us a total of 8 times. Finding the appropriate people to fix the 
problem is very difficult as there are few (practically no one) ready to take on such a 
job. This has proved costly to us as pensioners notto mention the additional 
exorbitant cost of emptying the leach drains when they are full (approx. $800 each 
time). 

The bigger issue is that the soil is unable to absorb fluids anymore which mean that 
they need to be emptied regularly every 2-3 months. The smell and the health issues 
associated with having the drains pumped out is a concern not to mention the bigger 
picture of having excrement in our backyards, being walked on, walked through, 
carried into our homes, having people exposed to the bacteria spread through the 
growth and infestation of decayed excrement in our soil, our children! grandchildren 
playing in our gardens ... need I go on. For goodness sake, our Customs officers at 
our Airports remove and clean the shoes of travellers coming back from third world 
countries so as to not infect the public with any bacteria in their soil. We have third 
world conditions here in WA- Spearwood has the soil that Customs are trying to 
excl~de from entering our country, yet our government is ignoring it. 

We have noted that a leaking toilet at Royal Perth Hospital posed a health concern for 
patients, visitors and staff which led to the corridor being shut off from the public as 
this was a MAJOR HEALTH ISSUE. This was merely a corridor, we are talking 
about several hundred square meters of land - where people live - that is being 
ignored and not dealt with. This has been reported not only in the newspapers but on 
the television, what will it take for something to be done? Does the government not 
have a conscience? Do you want this to become another "Wittenoom" or play the 
"James Hardie" where you wait for sick and dying plaintiffs to sue many years after 
what you know to be, a dangerous health issue? 



By doing the sewerage now, you will be paying today's costs rather than the cost in 
the future. The cost of materials and labour are only going to increase. The budget 
need not be complicated any further in future by imposing additional burden with an 
increase in costing for this project. 

Previous government had promised and budgeted for deep sewerage to be completed 
in Cockburn. The present day government is more concerned at spending money on 
recycling sewerage water than correcting the sewerage overflow in Cockburn. May 
we suggest that the government try recycling all the sewerage in our back yards fIrst! 

The way in which the sewerage project has been carried out to date is 
incomprehensible as it has most of the Cockburn area completed except for a pocket 
area in the middle(?) that is untouched and quite frankly, was the worst area in 
Cockburn. If anything, this area of Spearwood required immediate action fIrst. 

Sticking your head in the sand does not make this go away, it is just getting worse! 
Leaving this any longer, will only add to your costs as it will not only be the 
installation of sewerage costs but also the "corrective" measures further required to 
"clean up" the bacterial infestation that is occurring in the land we live on. 

We would like to pose the following questions: 

With all the money spent to promote Western Australia as an ideal destination to visit! 
live, Spearwood is only 5 minutes from Fremantle, and 2 minutes from the new Multi 

. million dollar Coogee marina. Aren't the "glamorous areas" tainted by the conditions 
of Spearwood? 

ALSO 

If the problems/ third world conditions ofSpearwood were to be reported world wide 
as existing in Australia, how would it be interpreted by the public worldwide? 

Would our government be embarrassed by their failure to serve their public? 

Sticking your head in the sand does not make this go away, it is just getting worse! 

However, what is worse is that we are living with it day after day after day. We are 
prepared to appear before the Committee at a hearing should this be required. 

Get moving, fIx up and clean up Spearwood and do your job for the public who voted 
you in! 

Yours sincerely, 
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Antonio & Franca Fedele 
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