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Royal Commission into Institutional Responses into Child Sexual Abuse 
reference:  Recommendation 7.3 and Recommendation 7.4 
 
With reference to Recommendation 7.3, I support reporting to Child Protection Authorities on 
factual evidence.  
 
With reference to Recommendation 7.4, I support reporting to Child Protection Authorities on 
factual evidence. 
 
The Royal Commission recommended mandatory reporting for five groups of professions, including 
psychologists, school counsellors and ministers of religion. Why has the 7.3 (e) “people in religious 
ministry” been singled out? This impacts on the Catholic Church, Orthodox Churches and survivor 
groups and they have all not been contacted during the consultation process. The inadequate 
consultation with key stakeholders is discriminating and does give rise to serious unintended 
consequences.  
 
Mandatory reporting resulting from the Sacrament of Reconciliation is the breaking of the 
Confessional Seal.  It is a serious change that is not open to the Australian Catholic Church to make. 
The Holy See in Rome has that authority. The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16.26 has not 
been adequately explored. 
 
The breaking of the Confessional Seal places all Catholic (and Orthodox priests) in a dilemma, 
infringing on the free practice of religion. The Amendment Bill requires the bishops and priests to 
violate the law of the Universal Church, causing them to be automatically dismissed from their office 
according to church law. This is an unacceptably high cost on all bishops and priests in WA, and in 
turn infringes on the free practice of religion in our State. 
 
I am writing to you as this amendment fails to consider me, a member of the Catholic Church. 
Bishops and priests only, are not “the Church”.  I am as an individual, part of the Church as well and 
believe in the importance and tenets of the Sacrament of Reconciliation which includes the Seal of 
Confession. 
 
The Catholic Church has many safe guards in place including a Catholic Professional Standards Office, 
a Safe Guarding Office and many safe guarding officers in our Parishes. There are mandatory 
“Working with Children” requirements for anyone working or involved in volunteer activities in the 
Catholic Church. Anyone with concerns is directed to go to the Police in these matters. The State can 
work with the Catholic Church and all relevant groups of professions to continue keeping children 
safe.  This amendment infringes on Freedom of Religion and therefore impacts my freedom in our 
secular democracy. 

 
Yours truly, 
 
Agnes Noronha 

 




