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Inquiry Terms of Reference  
The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s 
(JSCCCYP) inquiry into the most effective ways for Western Australia to address food 
insecurity for children and young people affected by poverty will consider: 

1. The impact of poor nutrition on children and young people and the extent of the 
problem in Western Australia. 

2. Challenges for children and young people in accessing enough nutritious food. 

3. The extent to which food relief: 

a. Is currently accessed by children and young people, including at school 
and in early childhood education and care settings 

b. Is effective. 

4. The extent to which food literacy programs aimed at children and young people and/or 
their parents/carers: 

a. Are currently accessed 

b. Are effective. 

5. Government-funded school lunch programs. 

6. Any other existing or potential initiatives. 

7. Western Australia’s obligations and responsibilities to monitor and address food 
insecurity as an aspect of child wellbeing. 

Respondents are advised to address any or all of the above terms of reference.  
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About the Department of Communities  
The Department of Communities (Communities) is Western Australia’s major human 
services department that brings together vital services and functions that support 
individual, family and community wellbeing. 

Communities works collaboratively with partners across government and the community 
services sector to deliver disability services, child protection and family support, housing, 
community and regional initiatives. 

Communities is the lead agency supporting the State’s social recovery, following 
challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Communities has responsibility for ten Ministerial portfolio areas:  

 Child Protection  

 Prevention of family and domestic violence  

 Community Services 

 Women’s Interests  

 Disability Services  

 Seniors and Ageing  

 Volunteering  

 Youth  

 Housing 

 Homelessness.  
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About the people we serve  
The below data is from the Department of Communities’ 2020-21 Annual Report and 
highlights some of the important work being delivered by Communities to better meet the 
needs of Western Australians.  
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Communities’ investment in community services 
Communities provides approximately $1 billion annually to community service 
organisations to support vulnerable clients across the following portfolio areas including: 

 Community services 

 Homelessness support services 

 Earlier intervention and family support services 

 Preventing and responding to family and domestic violence; and 

 Care arrangements and support services for children in the CEO’s care. 

While Communities does not directly fund organisations to provide food relief, 
organisations may provide food relief indirectly, for example through referrals to specific 
food relief services or as emergency relief and food services to vulnerable clients. For 
example, Foodbank support 64 of Communities sector partners with food provision when 
requested.  

Contracted food relief services  
Fair Food WA (formerly the WA Food Relief Working Group) is the key body that brings 
together business, government, academia, and not-for profit sectors, to ensure all Western 
Australians have dignified access to safe and nutritious food. Communities is represented 
on this body.  

Fair Food WA is committed to sharing information, expertise, and resources for a 
coordinated response to address food security needs across the WA.  

The Food Relief Framework is intended to formalise the working structures of Fair Food 
WA.  

Fair Food WA emerged as a result of the WA Food Relief Framework, through the Food 
Relief Roundtable convened by the Hon Mark McGowan MLA, Premier, and the group’s 
proactive response during the COVID-19 pandemic and various periods of disaster 
response. 

Fair Food WA 2022 Objectives:  

1. State Government leadership; 
2. State disaster planning; 
3. Broader community leadership; and 
4. Geographic isolation and food resilience. 

  



 

 

Page 8 of 11 

Remote Aboriginal Communities  
In Western Australia, approximately 12,000 people live in more than 200 remote Aboriginal 
communities and an additional 3,000 people live in town-based communities. Communities 
works with Aboriginal people across Western Australia on long term sustainable reforms to 
deliver better service and more opportunities in regional and remote areas. Food insecurity 
in remote Aboriginal communities in Western Australia can be attributed to various 
physical and economic factors including distance, limited food supplies, lack of affordability 
of quality produce and nutritional education. The high cost of fresh food relative to the low 
level of incomes in remote communities’ results in a higher proportion of Aboriginal people 
living with tenuous food security. Food insecurity can disproportionately impact on both 
children and older members of Aboriginal communities who rely on other family members 
for food and meals. 

In 2020, the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Indigenous Affairs 
conducted an Inquiry into food pricing and food security in remote Indigenous 
communities. The Inquiry found that the cost of purchasing food is considerably higher for 
remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities than for people living in larger 
population centres in urban and regional Australia. The combination of much higher 
operating costs, a lack of purchasing power due to small scale stores and product wastage 
caused by the breakdown of the cold chain all lead to higher prices and, in some cases, 
lower quality food for remote stores. 

The National Indigenous Australians Agency has been actively working across 
Government and with industry stakeholders to make sure remote community stores and 
food security are addressed as part of a Whole of Government response. The Department 
of the Premier and Cabinet are currently representing the WA State Government on the 
National Food Security Strategy project reference group, which forms part of the national 
response to food security concerns. 

Studies and research has been completed on the cost of living in remote communities. 
These included specific areas of research looking at poverty driven food choices and food 
security, both linked to the Australia recommended food pyramid and into the outcomes 
listed with the Food Fix group, headed by the Department of Health. The main focus was 
examining methods for lowering the incidence of Type 2 diabetes. 

Communities works extensively in remote communities and is aware of the costs 
associated with rent, rental debt payments, payment for tenant liability (when a tenant or 
householder damages a property) and the purchase of food at community shop prices. For 
example, a recent study into the cost of living in the Kimberley region, using the Australian 
Bureau of Statistic finance stress questions, indicated that over half the participating 
households did not have sufficient money to purchase food to last the 12 days of the 
study, or to have electricity 24/7 which impacts directly on their ability to store, cook and 
prepare food.  
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COVID-19 food relief response  
During a traditional disaster relief response such as a cyclone, flood, fire or natural 
disaster where people are displaced en masse and for extended periods of time, 
Communities coordinates food supply through a hub or an evacuation centre. This is set 
up locally and co-located with other community organisations like Red Cross, and federal 
government departments such as Centrelink. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic food relief was provided in multiple ways.  This response 
was targeted to people who lived alone, who did not have formal or informal supports in 
place to assist with food delivery, entire family units who were isolating, and those unable 
to access online shopping. 

This support was also available to those people who would traditionally access community 
service organisations in person to obtain food. In addition to those who had homes where 
food was able to be delivered, the Department of Communities’ State Welfare Incident 
Coordination Centre (SWICC) arranged accommodation options for the chronic homeless 
who were offered accommodation during the pandemic.   

Foreshadowing issues with responsiveness to regional and remote areas, Communities 
purchased hampers through Food Bank and had these on standby at local regional offices 
for distribution.  

Below are some key statistics from the SWICC in relation to food assistance:  

Key Statistics – SWICC 
Food Bank food boxes  

 2,880 food hamper boxes purchased for distribution to COVID-19 impacted 
individuals or regional hubs at an estimated cost of $78,545 (ex-GST) 

 2,170 food hamper boxes purchased for distribution to Tropical Cyclone Seroja 
impacted individuals and community members at an estimated cost of $67,003 (ex-
GST) 

 The distribution of the food hamper boxes relates to emergency food provisions to 
impacted people.  

* Note the estimated costs above are inclusive of food hampers purchased from the 
commencement of COVID-19 and throughout Tropical Cyclone Seroja.  
The costs do not include storage and freight delivery charges. 

Additional $5.4 million was provided under the WA Recovery Plan in 2020-21 to expand 
financial counselling services and provide workforce development support to financial 
counsellors, recognising the financial impact on many individuals and families from 
COVID-19. 
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Conclusion 
Communities provides significant funding to the community service sector to support 
vulnerable people and families including those in regional and remote communities. 
Communities has also recently provided direct food support as part of disaster relief and 
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. Communities will also continue its active 
involvement with Fair Food WA to ensure all Western Australian’s have dignified access to 
safe and nutritious food. 
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Fair Food WA Partnership Agreement  
 
Purpose 
Fair Food WA is the key body that brings together the business, government, academia, and not-for-
profit sectors, to ensure all Western Australian’s are afforded dignified access to safe and nutritious 
food. Fair Food WA are committed to sharing information, expertise, and resources for a coordinated 
response to address food security needs across the state. This document is intended to formalise the 
working structures of Fair Food WA, formerly the WA Food Relief Working Group. The format has 
emerged as a result of the WA Food Relief Framework, the Food Relief Roundtable convened by the WA 
Premier, and the group’s proactive response during the COVID-19 pandemic and various periods of 
disaster response.  
 
Partners and membership 
Fair Food WA members are strategic thinkers and decisions makers representing their respective 
organisation. Membership may be expanded by nomination, or by invitation from the group. The group 
agrees that consistency of membership is important, with the use of proxies accepted as required. 
Members who wish to withdraw from the partnership or reassign membership within their organisation 
should inform the auspicing body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Metropolitan Health Service Claire Pulker 

Foodbank WA Roslyn Giglia 

Kate O’Hara 

Margaret Court Community Outreach Inc. Bryam Serna 

Ozharvest WA Jennifer Keen 

Public Health Advocacy Institute, Curtin University Christina Pollard 

Regional Chamber of Commerce and Industry (WA) Kitty Prodonovich 

The Salvation Army Lindsay Boyer 

Secondbite Lyndon Nilsson 

St Vincent de Paul Society Andrew York 

WA Department of Health/Curtin University Tim Landrigan 

Western Australian Council of Social Service  Rachel Siewert 

Leela James 

Ashleigh Gregory 

Eva Perroni 

Western Australian Local Government Association Vikki Barlow 

Independent Chair Janine Freeman 

Department of Communities Kelly McIntyre 

Department of Social Services Julie Flux (observer) 

Peter Ryan (observer) 

Lotterywest (As the funding body, Lotterywest participate 
in an ex-officio capacity). 

Lucy Reynolds 

Adam Williams 

Department of Premier & Cabinet 
Office of the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s 
Interests; Prevention of Family & Domestic Violence; 
Community Services.  

Olwyn Williams 
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Fair Food WA acknowledge that the lived experiences of consumers, First Nations people, and those 
from regional and remote areas, are vital to this work. Since there are not always members specifically 
representing these perspectives, FFWA may co-opt or allow any sub group to co-opt persons with 
specialised knowledge, provided they serve the group in achieving the strategic priorities. 
 
Shared Principles   

• Commitment to excellence – Fair Food WA members strive to collectively improve the food 
system and deliver the best response to ensure that every person and family have access to 
adequate, safe and nutritious food.  
 

• Commitment to advocacy – Members of Fair Food WA will undertake coordinated advocacy to 
address factors and determinants that drive food insecurity. 
 

• Collaborative and co-operative – With a focus on improving outcomes for people who live with 
food insecurity, Fair Food WA members are dedicated to working together to coordinate 
responses across Western Australia for the greater good. 
 

• Transparency and trust – The foundation of Fair Food WA is robust, effective and co-operative 
working relationships between all members.  
 

• Respect and self-determination – Putting people’s right to self-determined and dignified healthy 
and nutritious food is at the at the core of Fair Food WA’s approach.  

 
Governance Structure 
The group has endorsed the following structures for operation.  
 

• WACOSS backbone support – Provide sector coordination and logistic support and resources; 
secretariat and admin for FFWA and its subgroups.  
 

• Leadership group – Responsible for providing leadership and decision making across all aspects 
of this work, including progressing the strategic priorities. Membership includes WACOSS and 
FFWA’s Independent Chair. Other members are invited as needed.  
 

• Independent chair – Facilitates meetings and provides independent advice.  
 

• Working groups and partnership initiatives reporting to the Leadership Group 
 
1. Food Relief Clearinghouse – Operational group established to monitor and connect food 

relief supplies with community priorities and logistics.  
 

2. Other partnership initiatives – established as needed in response to issues and opportunities 
arising. 

 
Funding 
This work relies on the generous support provided by Lotterywest and various grant opportunities.    
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Communications between parties 
 

• WACOSS reports to Lotterywest who funded the Western Australian Council of Social Service to 
auspice and manage the Fair Food WA activities, under the Community Relief and Resilience 
program.     

 

• The Leadership Group reports to the Premier via Minister McGurk’s Office who has been 
nominated to hold this portfolio within state government.  
 

• Some partnership working groups may also report to other stakeholder agencies and institutions 
in addition to the Leadership Group. 

 
Information sharing and intellectual property 
The intellectual property clause is currently being finalised.  
 
Conflicts of interest 
Where conflicts of interest arise, members are expected to declare these. Government members may 
opt to abstain from some decisions or submissions if this is outside their authorised remit.  
 
Dispute Resolution 
FFWA stakeholders are encouraged to openly express and discuss their issues or concerns so as to seek 
general consensus and agreement as part of the overall decision-making process. If consensus cannot be 
achieved, then the Parties will implement a dispute resolution process if this is considered necessary by 
members.  
 
Term of the agreement  
The term of the agreement will be in accordance with the funding timeframe. The agreement will be 
reviewed in line with the conclusion of each funding period.  
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