
  

 

To the Standing Committee on Legislation  

Re the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, Clause 124BA 

 

First I would like to state that the protection of children from abuse, including sexual abuse, is 

paramount and that every effort must be made to care for the victim. However I am not convinced 

that this amendment will achieve its intended purpose. 

In my experience children are vulnerable and need to learn how to protect themselves. Psychologists 

tell us that it is almost impossible to “cure” the perpetrator of child sexual abuse and that the better 

solution is to give children the skills to protect themselves. (Protective Behaviours program). It is also 

well known that perpetrators often don’t believe that, although it is a criminal offence, they have 

done anything wrong, even believing that the child is encouraging the relationship. A child who has 

been groomed and threatened needs a safe place where they can be confident that they will be 

believed, not judged and where they will be respected. Adult survivors of child abuse have told me 

that Confession has been the place that they have been able to talk about the abuse they suffered 

and this is because they are confident that the priest will not reveal because of the Seal of 

Confession.  

The Seal of Confession provides the victim a safe place to talk about the trauma of abuse without 

the pressure of possible criminal action. This allows the victim to be in control of any action. It allows 

the priest the opportunity to offer counselling and support when the victim is ready to move 

forward.  

If ministers of religion are to be mandatory reporters of child sexual abuse this will inhibit the victim 

from seeking help and healing. 

Paedophiles rarely confess their sin and crime in Confession but if they should it would be an 

opportunity for the priest to counsel them and encourage them to report their crime to the 

authorities. It is unlikely that they would go to a priest they know and as confession is anonymous 

the priest would not know the identity of the penitent. If the Seal of Confession was to be broken no 

perpetrator would go to Confession. (Pastoral letter by Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB of Perth 

18 May 2020) 

I ask the committee to reject Clause 124BA of the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 

2019. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eileen Beard 




