
Select Committee Into Local Government 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

 
Tuesday, 9 July 2019 9:41 PM 
Select Committee Into Local Government 

Subject: Fwd: BARNES, Alan - Recreation Centre, Lower Chittering 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Alan Barnes"  
Date: 9 July 2019 at 7:06:18 PM AWST 
To: Mark Warner 
Subject: FW: BARNES, Alan - Recreation Centre, Lower Chittering 

Dear Sir, I'm forwarding this correspondence as a submission to the local Government enquiry. I 
believe our shire council is trying to rush this through without due diligence. My concern is that 
Immaculate Heart col lege will have to much control over OUR rec centre. The Catholic church has 
plenty of money if they want to build something. They haven't spared the horses on the chapel they 
are building, but haven't a cracker for the rec centre. The deal is the shire raise $2m & loan to them, 
then borrow another ~$4m which the rate payers are responsible for which goes with a Gov grant 
~$4m. to fund it for a total of approx. $10m. The initial plan was for a more ambitious project, 
however this has been cut to the bone and the current project is on the table. Don't get me wrong, 
I'd love a rec centre, but I think this is just far too ambitious at this stage. 

Has anyone considered perhaps moving it 15 minutes South and putting it in Bullsbrook which is 
potentially a much larger population, and is still only 30 minutes from Bindoon, and less for those 
people living in the Southern part of the shire. 

I hope someone can put the brakes on this council as 4 out of seven councillors seem hell bent on 
slamming this through. 

Yours Sincerely Alan Barnes 

From: Livesey, Annette (C. Porter, MP)  
Sent: Monday, 8 July 2019 11:51 AM 
To:  
Subject: BARNES, Alan - Recreation Centre, Lower Chittering 

Dear Alan, 

Thank you for your email, it has been forwarded to me for fo llow-up. 

I have asked the Shire of Chittering for some detai ls in relation to the matter. 
Once I receive any pertinent information I will be in contact . 

Kind regards, 

ANNETTE LIVESEY I EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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3/28 Main Street (PO Box 2226), Ellenbrook WA 6069 

From: Alan Barnes ] 
Sent: Thursday, 20 June 2019 4:26 PM 
To: Porter, Christian (MP) 
Subject: Rec Centre, Lower Chittering 

Dear Sir, I am writing as a concerned rate payer in the Chittering Shire. At a meeting in Bindoon 
town hall on Monday night, there was an overwhelming majority of rate payers against this 
development, (about 5 for/120 against) I'm concerned that just 4 councilors want to rush this 
through without regard for the wishes of the greater community. It is only now that residents have 
become aware of what's happening that any resistance has been encountered. I suggested that 
they all resign and we have a new election . If they get back in then they would have a mandate to 
go ahead, if not ,well there's your answer. 

Just one instance I refer to, The Shire agreed to sell land to the value of I think $275K and 
Immaculate Heart College was/ is going to borrow $2Million from the shire for its contribution . The 
story now is that that these have been lumped together so that the total is now $2mill for both. 
That means that we either sell them the land as agreed and IHC now only contribute $1.725Mill, or 
we actually give IHC the land & the college contribute the$2Million. Is the council so flush that we 
can just give away parcels of land? If we call this day one, we are already $275K behind budget. No 
provision has been made if, and the nearly always do, go over budget, where is the extra money 
coming from. Also I'm of the view that the income coming from the center is severely over 
ambitious. There are kids in our community going to school without breakfast. Money is Tight. 

One person asked is there provision for lights on the oval and no one could give a definitive 
answer. As most footballers work and footy training would not start till after 5.30, It is dark at this 
time of year , and in the summer too hot till later. Also water availability has not been set in 
concrete, 

The councilors say that we must get the project finished in 2 years to meet the funding criteria. I 
think it madness to rush this through without getting it right. I asked if they (the councilors )could 
wait till after the elections ,12 weeks and see how the ratepayers vote. Please Sir, Buy some time on 
this and let's get it right. 

Your Sincerely Alan Barnes 
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