
I live with my husband and our 2 sons on a working farm in West Coolup. My oldest son started 

kindy in 2021 and he attends a school in our local Shire of Murray. We live in the Shire of Murray and 

frequently use the shops and community and sporting services in Pinjarra.  

We made the decision to send our son to a school in Pinjarra in our local Shire as this was the most 

convenient arrangement for us. The school is close to where I work and we have family/a support 

network in this area. Unfortunately for our son the school in the town of Waroona is our closest 

school. This is despite Waroona being in a different shire. This mean our son is a complimentary 

student on his bus. If the bus becomes full at any point, then he might be removed from the bus. It 

also means we have to travel each day to meet the bus. 

Each morning either my husband or I will drive 2.5km to drop our son off to the bus. He is not able to 

walk or ride his bike as the roads near us are single lane roads and the speed limit is 110km hr, so 

this would not be safe. Our son is dropped off to a nearby crossroads and we wait there with him 

until the bus comes. There are no houses near this crossroads. We are meant to collect our son from 

this same intersection in the afternoon. Due to their being no homes near the stop our driver has 

arranged for our son to be dropped off in front of a property that is another 2km away. The reason 

for this is if either my husband or I fail to get the bus stop in time, then our son can walk to the 

nearby house and stay there until we arrive. The owner of the house is known to us and we consider 

her a safe person.  

There has been one occasion in 2021 where my husband and I were not able to get to the buys stop 

in time for afternoon pickup. Luckily on this day I was able to arrange for another mother to collect 

my child from school. As time has progressed this year I have made more friends in the school and I 

now have other backup plans for if we can’t get to the afternoon pickup on time.  

This pickup and drop off arrangement is not ideal. I feel like we are penalised for making a choice on 

which local school to send our son to. I don’t think it is unrealistic for a parent to choose to send 

their child to a school within their local Shire. I don’t understand why a child catching a bus to a 

school in their Shire should be anything other than a permanent student on that bus route. I also 

don’t understand why parents in regional and rural areas should not be allowed to made choices on 

what school their child attends, as long as this is within reason.  

Our son loves catching his school bus. He gets excited each morning to see his driver and the other 

children. From the third day of school, he climbed on the bus independently and did not look back. 

What I would love for my son if from him to be able to continue this independence by walking to the 

end of our driveway himself to catch the school bus each day. Just like my husband and I were able 

to back when we were ‘bus kids’.  


