
Inquiry terms of reference 
 
(1) That the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 be discharged 
and referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation for consideration and report 
by no later than 15 September 2020. 
(2) The Committee has the power to inquire into and report on the policy of the Bill. 
 
The separation of Church and State which is an important principle in any secular 
democracy. 
Fundamental Human Right. Catholics have the Religious Rights and Freedoms.  
As we all know, key to western democracies is the separation of powers, liberty and the 
freedom of religion.  
The Constitution of Australia (Ch 5 § 116) affirms that the Commonwealth shall not make 
any law prohibiting the free exercise of any religion and Article 18 of the ICCPR 
(International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights), states that everyone shall have the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, that this freedom extends to both the 
public and private worship, observance, practice and teaching of that faith or belief system 
and that freedom is not to be impaired. That is fundamental to how we operate as a society. 
 
Confession in the Catholic tradition is a religious ritual. There is a lot of false information 
regarding the confession. Those who represent us in the parliament should take an 
opportunity to educate themselves about the true nature, meaning and practice of 
confession. 
 
Catholic bishop of priest has no power to change the Churches' law. This is the domain of 
the Pope and all bishops of the world. Not observing the law regarding the sanctity of 
confession by revealing it's content, carries the penalty of excommunication from the 
Church. 
 
Priest may withhold the absolution, that is, make the self reporting of the abuse to the police 
the condition of receiving the absolution. 
 
Sexual predators never or extremely rarely confess sexual abuse of others. 
 
Most of the times priest does not know the identity of the confessing person. 
(Have you seen at least one Confession Room in the Catholic Church in Australia?)  
 
Confession within the current practice in the Catholic Church is perhaps the only place 
where the person confessing may feel comfortable to talk about things that may be 
shameful. 
 
Vilification of Catholic Priests. Unfortunately, the negative caricature of a Catholic priest as 
a paedophile or the untrustworthy purveyor of unsavoury secrets is now the prevailing 
image many have of the Catholic Church. Obviously, the Church accepts that, faced with 
something it could not have imagined, its historical systems and responses were inadequate 
and led to the harm of many innocents. But this was done by some and not all the clergy or 
religious, and contrary to the views expressed by some people, including ministers, this 
pattern of behaviour was not rampant nor characteristic of the Church, even then. 




