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My husband Burt and I have resided in Spearwood since 1940.Within this time I have seen 
many changes to the area, as the years have gone by the Governments of different 
persuasions have made promises (especially) within the last twelve years, that the infill 
sewerage programme for spearwood would be completed. In January 2009 we received a 
letter from the Water Corporation advising of the commencement of the infill sewerage 
works,begining in June of this year. Naturally we were elated on hearing of this news. 
Our elation turned into despondency in May, once the news filtered out on service cuts in 
this state budget. I truly find this act to be Disgusting. 

We are pensioners that are forced to take extreme measures due to costs in pumping out 
our blocked septic systems ($800.00 a time) every 12 months,lnstead our practice of 
hiring pumps to do this job ourselves will continue to be a cheaper alternative despite the 
health implications.We cannot afford to do it any other way. 
Professional plumbers have instructed us of this cheaper smelly method. 
This burden is barely managable on top of our everyday living expenses, but thats how 
we're managing. The leach drain has been replaced once already in our time here. 

An added issue to this is that we are limiting ourselves to flush the toilet twice a day, 
When guests come over we ask if they try not to frequently use our toilet. 
This is our reality day after day after day for nearly 10 years. 

I read our local papers, hearing of all the new developments happening to the west of us 
(Port coogee) and to the east Cockburn central, oh what a beautiful area it is becoming, 
And here we are in the middle still suffering with an old decrepit septic tank system. 
W.A is a wealthy state within a financially strong nation called AUSTRALIA, we should not 
treat nor neg let our elderly citizens especially on such basic sanitation needs. 

Burt and I are prepared to appear before the committee to give further evidence, 
should it be required. 

Please get moving, and rectify this gross inequity in my beloved Spearwood AS.AP. 

Mary Van Nieuwburg 


