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Royal Commission into Institutional responses into Child sexual Abuse 
     Reference: Recommendation 7.3 and Recommendation 7.4 
 
With reference to recommendation 7.3, I support reporting to Child 
Protection Authorities on facts based on evidence. 
 

With reference to recommendation 7.4, I support reporting to Child  

Protection Authorities on facts based on evidence.  Why has the 

Catholic Church been singled out in connection with 

recommendations 7.3 (e) “people in religious ministry” not being 

offered consultation, as has been afforded to the other four groups 

and not exempting persons in religious ministry with the Seal of 

Confession?  I am a Catholic. This is discrimination. 

 

It is with deep concern regarding recommendation 7.4 as it attempts 

to address with, MY, religious rite of the Seal of Confession and a 

Catholic priest the issue of child sex offenders.  However, it is well 

documented that a priest may not under pain of excommunication 

divulge a confession under the Seal of Confession.  And, I ask, how 

many convicted paedophiles have admitted under oath their use of 

the confessional to disclose their offenses? 
 

Importantly, as a Catholic law abiding-citizen I find this 

recommendation an insult and an outrage. The suggestion to amend 

a rite which is my right to use the confession without the possibility 

of my transgressions being divulged by the priest impinges upon the 

freedom of religion in Australia. And as importantly, many survivors 

of child sexual abuse have said that the confessional remains the only 

safe place they can easily access without cost seek healing and 

support about their trauma.     

It is well known that getting a transgression “off one’s chest”, for 

instance, is healthy so placing a barrier in my path or any other 

person’s path to pain and healing by removing the Seal of Confession 

would defeat the freedom to attend Confession without fear of 

reprisal.  



And, if I may be so bold as to add, that laws against pornography 

which aid deviant thinking and behaviour over a period of time be 

considered as to BEGIN to heal our society.  

 

Yours respectfully 

 

Mrs Marguerite Ward 

 

       

 

  

  




