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My Name is Colin Elton and I am the Chairperson ofa community group known as Friends of Rivers, Pee 
Inc or For, Peel. We are a community organisation that was established to address the continuing 
degradation of the Peel Rivers System 

My address is 11 Banksia Tce South Yunderup 6208; email atcolmagselton@westnet.com.au.phone no 
95377809 or 0407426513. 

Our submission addresses items 3, 4 and 5 of the committee's terms of reference. 

All points raised in this submission are supported by documents that we would like to present to the 
committee in a face to face presentation of our submission. 

Ref 3 Whether there has been any delay in progressing the infiU Sewerage Programme and any 
issues arising from such a delay, including cost,health,social and environmental issues; 

Urban areas that had been scheduled to be connected to the infill sewerage system have been deferred as a 
result of budget savings targets set by the WA Government in 2009.0ne area that is close to one of our 
precious rivers has been deferred until 2013. 
It is a well documented fact that nutrients from septic tanks find their way into our ground water putting 
our health and the environment at risk. 

(a)From the water corp. web site 12/03/04 under Environment and Community: - "We have to get rid of 
septic tanks". 
"What is happening underground? Now we know a lot more about the effect septic tanks have on the 
environment .For instance, in the process of breaking down house waste water a septic tank and its leach 
drains allow a high volume of nutrient rich liquid to return to the soil. The volume of nutrients is too great 
to be consumed by the surface plants and eventually [mds its way into our precious groundwater, puts our 
health and the environment at risk". 
"Every home should be connected to the sewerage system", 
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(b) From the "Thirteenth report of the STANDING COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 
AND STATUTES REVISION in relation to a PETITION CONCERNING COMPULSORY 
CONNECTION TO THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM 13 June 1996 section 3 under Recommendations. 
This Document can be viewed on our web site at www.forpeel.org under information 

'The committee was persuaded by evidence provided by the Health Department and W A W A that septic 
tanks are a cause of groundwater pollution of sufficient significance to warrant compulsory connection to 
the reticulated sewerage system. The committee acknowledges that there is some scope for the future use 
of septic tanks and other on site alternatives where they are appropriate. However in urban areas, 
reticulated sewerage is generally the system least likely to be deleterious to both Public Health and the 
Environment. For this reason the committee supports compulsory connection to the sewerage system. 
Under section 5 Conclusion Para 2 page 19 
While the committee acknowledges the importance of these concerns, there is much greater concern at 
stake in relation to the sewerage system. The protection of Perth's groundwater resources and the 
environment must take precedence over economic questions. 

The committee consisted of Hon MD Nixon MLC 
Hon AJG MacTiernan MLC 
Hon BM Scott MLC 

Ref 4.Similar sewerage issues in other areas:-
The residential area known as Murray Bend (Ravenswood) or in Water Corp tenns Murray 2A on the 
banks of the Murray River was to be the last area to be connected under the current infill sewerage 
scheme. This is as quoted by Ms Danganzo from the Water Corp to The Peel Inlet Advisory Committee 
meeting on the 18th of February 2009.As a result offmancial cutbacks this area has been deferred until 
2013.This area of appro x 50 houses is located on the banks of the Murray River and during winter with 
high rainfall events and high river levels the septic systems back up. 
Because of the cost involved in pumping out a septic tank (approx $1000) the residents have purchased 
their own pumping systems and have taken to pumping out their septic tanks and leach drains into their 
back yards and onto surrounding vacant land. 
This not only creates an obvious health problem for their families but is also a major environmental 
concern due to reasons stated previously. 
Based on reliable infonnation we estimate that 1090 kgs of nitrogen and 270 kgs of phosphorous per 
annum leach into the Murray River. Scientific evidence suggests that the section of the Murray River near 
Murray Bend is not capable of supporting marine life due to contaminants in the river bed 

The residents of Murray Bend wrote to their local MLA Mr Murray Cowper with copies to the ministers 
for health and water concerning this matter on the 20th of March 2009.The response from the Minister for 
Water is confusing in that he did not address the issues and claims that septic tanks are not an 
environmental risk. The Minister for Health advised that the DOH was not in a position to direct or control 
the infill sewerage program and that it was a Water Corp responsibility,Ms Dangazo from the Water Corp 
advised the meeting of the Peel Inlet Advisory Committee on the 18th of February that ."The Corporation 
is guided by the Department of Health and local authorities when prioritising areas to be connected to intill 
sewerage" . To date there has been no response from Mr Cowper. 
No agency wants to tackle the Water Corporation about its social responsibilities. 
Is the committee aware that the Health Department had made many unsuccessful requests to the Water 
Corporation to have the sewerage farm at Wiluna that was situated next to the primary school shifted to 
another site. 
It took a visit from the Governor General of Australia Michael Jeffery to get a satisfactory result. 
From ABC Stateline 4th of May 2007 
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From the WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN for the RIVERS and ESTUARY of the PEEL
HARVEY SYSTEM-PHOSPHOROUS MANAGEMENT November 2008. 
Section 4.1.4 page 35 
The poor health of the Murray River has been identified locally as a significant environmental concern anc 
the impact of nutrients and bacteria leaching from conventional septic systems has been identified as a key 
contributing factor.Unsewered areas seem to have a big impact (17 percent of winter load) and septics 
have been identified as one of the primary sources of phosphorous of urban phosphorous export. 
Zammit et aI., (2006) demonstrated that full connection to the infill sewerage should bring a reduction of 
22 percent of the total loading to the estuary. The Murray catchment showed the greatest predicted 
reduction of27 percent. 
Governments both state and federal continue to spend significant amounts oftaxpayer's money on trying 
to halt the ongoing degradation ofthe RAMSAR listed Peel-Harvey Estuary and the nutrient load is 
increasing. How is it that some government departments can continue to spend on these projects when 
another cuts back on a project that can have a major impact on the environment and public health? 

From newspaper article first half of 2009 an injection of $6 million to protect and care for the Western 
Australian environment has been announced by the state government. 

From Ministerial Media Statement 24th of June 2009 Donna Faragher re Wetland trial to help reduce 
nutrients. 

From Ministerial Media Statements 2nd of Oct 2009 John Day re Funding announced for biodiversity 
conservation see last paragraph re $30 million budget for natural resource management 

Ref 5 any other relevant matter 
Friends of Rivers, Peel have been actively lobbying state and local government since October 2002 re the 
impact of septic tank nutrient seepage on the Murray and Serpentine rivers and trying to get the Water 
Corporation to enforce their regulations and get properties that have access to reticulated sewerage 
connected to the system. 
Despite the overwhelming weight of evidence that supports the compulsory connection to the sewerage 
system when it is available the Water Corporation and ministers past and present do not see the need to 
enforce connection. 
Our organisation met with the current minister Dr Graham Jacobs on the 30th of April 2009 concerning thi: 
issue. The minister's response to that meeting was that enforcement was not a path of action that the Watel 
Corporation wanted to take even though some properties have had access to the reticulated sewerage 
system for over ten years. At an informal meeting with Dr Jacobs on the 14th of August he advised me that 
in his discussions with Water Corporation management concerning connection to the sewerage system that 
they (Water Corp) were rather ambivalent about the matter as the property owners were paying the Water 
Corporation the higher level of water rates and if the property owners didn't connect then to the system 
then that was not their problem. 
Are the best interests of the public being served here? 

Thank you for taking the time to consider our submission and we look forward to presenting our 
supporting evidence to you. 

Yours sincerely 
Colin Elton 
Chairperson Friends of Rivers, Peel 
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