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Intra-hospital patient transfers afterhours place volunteer crews at increased risk due to night 

conditions (eg animal strike, wet weather, fatigue). It is also a disincentive for those volunteers with 

full time jobs. 

Medically-trained escorts 

Unwell patients cannot be managed en-route by volunteers without medical training. There are 

often delays finding nurses or paramedics for transfers between catchment sites. Consequently, 

when a transfer does occur a nursing shortage at the regional post or hospital occurs when the nurse 

is requested to escort the patient transfer. 

Thank you for considering our submission. If you would like to discuss any of the above matters 

further, please contact us care of the RACGP WA State Manager, Mr Hamish Milne 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Sean Stevens 

Chair, RACGP WA 

Dr Ramya Raman 

Deputy Chair, RACGP WA 
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