
Dear Committee Conducting Review of School Bus Services 

I am very pleased to hear of a School Bus Review, as the current situation is having a huge impact on the 

survival of small schools and ultimately communities as a whole. 

After losing our school bus run in 2014 our farming community were left with no option of putting their 

children on a bus to attend the local school, the only options they had was to drive them in morning and night 

and collect a conveyancing allowance or send them to a school in a neighbouring town.  As you can imagine 

this put significant time constraints on the parents with some of them having to travel 2 hours each day just to 

have the opportunity of sending their children to the local school.  As a result of Kondinin Primary School not 

having a school bus service, some parents did not have the option of transporting their child into the local 

school due to work commitments or travel logisitics and had to send them to the neighbouring school which 

was being serviced by a bus.  This has caused major conflicts and divides within the community and has had a 

direct impact on the local school numbers.   

After much consultation with the PTA, we managed to get two families from the East side of Kondinin onto a 

school bus service that delivers students to Kulin District High School however the School had to make 

allowances to accommodate these students before and after school, making it an extra, long day for the 

students involved.  Since the school has to align with Kulin DHS, it dictates their School Development Days and 

even their start and finish times.  As much as this has been a huge help to these families, it does not help 

prospective families on other sides of the town and consequently it has been easier for them to send their first 

child elsewhere and then the rest of the family follows.  Since losing the bus we have been unable to 

accommodate 5 families totalling 13 children and if the position does not change then we could potentially 

lose another 3 new families totalling 6 students that are currently in the 0-3 year old range. 

Kondinin Primary School was largely supported by farming families within the area however due to the 

economic climate in the 90’s a lot of sons did not return causing a generation of families that were no longer a 

part of the community.  Fortunately, we are seeing a large increase of families returning to the land and 

looking to be part of the community for the long term.  This could have a positive impact on the numbers at 

Kondinin Primary School however, if a bus is not available then it will ultimately have a detrimental effect – not 

only on the school but the community also. 

Not only do we have to contend with the lack of a school bus service to the Kondinin PS we also have to 

compete with 2 buses that the PTA has approved to take “complimentary” passengers from Kondinin to either 

Kulin DHS or Narembeen DHS.  This is building a perception to new families that this is standard practice and a 

large portion of the community do not believe that local primary school students should be considered as 

complimentary passengers on a DHS service.  If parents choose to take their child to an alternate school, as is 

their choice, then they should commit to the transportation of the child also.  

Our community has grave concerns as to the long term viability of the town as it is well known that without a 

school it will be unable to attract new families and new businesses to the area.  We have already started to see 

the effect it is having, with some families now playing sport and shopping in the town their children are going 

to school, instead of supporting their local businesses. 

Ultimately, I am asking that bus services wishing to take local students to other schools be approved by the 

Education Department, not School Bus Services and should be the exception not the norm.  Also, that new bus 

contracts can be awarded on potential future enrolments so we can cater for new families to our school 

community. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this submission.  I look forward to an outcome that hopefully helps 

Kondinin Primary School and our community. 

 

 

 




