
Dear Members of the WA Parliament, 
 
It is my firm belief that introducing mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse within a 
religious confession would not provide any help to victims or bring justice to offenders. This 
is an unfortunate truth. While there are indeed good intentions behind this Bill, what 
concerns me is that introducing such a measure would create more victims than it would 
protect. 
 
It must first be remembered that voluntarily confessing to a crime is not an ordinary thing to 
do. Most offenders would probably not even confess to begin with unless they were truly 
repentant. The Catholic faith is perhaps one of the few religions where followers confess to 
another person rather than directly to God. In a Catholic confession, it must be understood 
that the sacrament is not simply a “transaction” where a penitent reveals their sins and they 
are forgiven. Reparations must also be made and those confessing would be made aware by 
the priest. This means offenders need to turn themselves into the Police for their sin to be 
forgiven. What would be the point of a person confessing their sin if they were not forgiven? 
Without making reparations, offenders only add to their guilt.  
 
What must also be considered is whether people will abuse this Bill to imprison the innocent. 
Instead of true offenders confessing to child abuse, it is more likely that people may pretend 
to have committed child abuse. This may be done to target the Catholic faith in particular as 
it is known that priests are bound by the “seal of confession”.  
 
It is no doubt that modern society has become increasingly threatening towards those 
practicing religion. In 2019 the French Interior Ministry recorded 996 anti-Christian acts 
(average of 2.7/day) [Ref 1]. The United States and Philippines has also seen churches being 
set on fire this year. Even in Australia, Victoria Police made investigations made into Cardinal 
George Pell under the name of Operation Tethering when no complaint was even made. This 
led to his imprisonment, which was later overturned after appeals went up to the High Court. 
The decision made by the High Court was unanimous. 
 
Preventing a crime is always better than sending someone to prison. More than 98 percent 
of recommendations made by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse have been accepted by the Catholic Church in Australia [Ref 2]. While there are 
many ways to protect children against child abuse, I believe mandatory reporting within a 
religious confession would ultimately do more harm than good.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Brian Liu 
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