
Dear Sir or Madam 
 

Submission to Legislative Assembly: Inquiry into the Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2019 

With regards to the bill to enforce Catholic priests to break the Seal of Confession when required, 
under penalty of imprisonment, my view is as follows –  
 
I believe the proponents of this bill have a misunderstanding of the Seal of Confession.  It appears 
they may have been watching too much TV and are of the impression that criminals commonly 
confess their crimes to priests.  On the other hand, it is more likely that it is the victims that would 
consult the priest as they may feel that they in some way were the cause of the crime.  The 
government in seeking to legislate against the Seal of Confession will instead be persecuting the 
victims who now believe that there is no protection from privacy. In any event, a priest will not 
break the Seal of Confession (because to him it is more important to be obedient to God than to the 
Government) which will lead to the wrong person being imprisoned and the victim will end up being 
unprotected because of this uncertainty of privacy. 
 
Proponents of the bill have a gross misunderstanding of the recommendation of the Royal 
Commission.  The Royal Commission acknowledges that permission to allow a priest to break the 
Seal of Confession can only come from the Pope and their appeal was to the Pope not the 
Archbishop. 
 
The Seal of Confession to the Catholic religion could be considered similar to an attorney-client or 
doctor-client privilege.  If a priest is forced to reveal the confession of a penitent, why are lawyers 
who are aware of their client committing a crime as serious as murder not be made by law to expose 
this? 
 
It is my opinion that this bill is an infringement of religious liberty as it undermines the freedom to 
practice the faith in a manner that is sacred. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Colino Gomes 




