
 

Dear Legislation Committee,  
 
I am writing today with concerns relating to the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019 and the free practice of religion here in Western Australia. I have concerns about the proposed 
government bill as it presently stands before Parliament. These are as follows: the further damage 
that will be caused to Survivors, the bill targeting only ministers of religion out of all the other groups 
recommended by the Royal Commission for mandatory reporting, the breaking of the confessional 
seal lying outside the jurisdiction of the Australian Church, the fact that perpetrators rarely confess 
their crime in the confessional, the removal of religious freedom and the already 79 out of 80 changes 
already made to Child Safety in the Catholic Church. In this letter, they will be examined in further 
detail.  
 
The point in which I feel like I have been able to examine in further detail most recently is that relating 
to the Survivors who have found healing in the Confessional. But why only recently? This is because 
the Sacrament of Confession is the only safe place in which they were able to tell anyone about their 
trauma they experienced, hence why many of them remain anonymous in the testimonies given by 
True Identity International. They feel sacred to speak out. They knew that the Sacrament of 
Confession was the only place in which they could confide in someone, who would not be able to tell 
anyone else and also have a point of release and recommendation in receiving assistance to 
overcome and report the abuse that occurred. The confessional was the bridge from darkness to light, 
from injustice to justice and from indescribable pain to healing. However the sad thing is, if the seal of 
confession is to be broken, this would lead these survivors whose testimonies I have heard on True 
Identity International and even a member from my own parish community, back towards greater pain 
knowing that others who have suffered just like them, would no longer find a bridge but only darkness.  
 
This leads us to also think of another roadblock in healing for victims, which leads to the second point 
in which only the Ministers of Religion have been chosen out of the other groups recommended to 
become mandatory reporters by the Royal Commission. My concern is that the government is only 
targeting one group (ministers of religion) and has not included the other 4 groups in this bill, whom 
also work in very close proximity to minors. This concerns me, as this bill should be about protecting 
minors from all groups. But my question is why are only ministers of religion targeted out of all those 
recommended?  This clearly spells suppression of religious liberty which concerns me.  
Religious liberty is one of the reasons why countless migrants over the last two centuries have come 
to this great land of Australia, given that they were oppressed by various ideologies and governments 
in their homelands. We see this written in our Australian Constitution in Section 116, where it states 
that “The Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any 
religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion, and no religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any office or public trust under the Commonwealth.” I believe that the 
interference into internal matters of Sacramental practice by breaking the seal of confession, which 
the people of the Catholic and Orthodox faith hold sacred, as a direct assault on these laws written in 
our country’s constitution. The bill would therefore come into direct violation of our religious freedom. 
The free exercise of any religion should be therefore respected, especially those pertaining to the 
Sacrament of Confession, to which this bill impedes.  
 
The Sacrament of Confession is also much more complicated than most people think, especially in 
the existence of Canon Law (Church Law) that forbids a priest to break the Seal of Confession. To my 
surprise, there has been no collaboration with the Catholic or Orthodox Church to understand exactly 
how the Sacrament operates. Doing this would show greater transparency if the bill truly wanted to 
help young minors. The fact that perpetrators hardly go to confess their sins and speaking to almost 
every priest I know, they have either never or extremely rarely ever heard these types of sins brought 
up in the confession. Even when this is done, the priest can even give what we know as conditional 
absolution (forgiveness of sins by authority of God given to priests), which means that they can be 
forgiven only if they turn themselves into the relevant authorities and make a firm amendment to 
change their ways. Also in most cases, the penitent is on the other side of a screen and the priest is 
unable to see who the person is and record any contact information. There is a plethora of 
inconsistencies that arise with the proposal of this bill regarding the seal of confession, especially in 
the fact that not even the Australian Church can make changes.  
 



Given the fact that there is separation of Church and State in Australia, all internal matters pertaining 
to the faith remain within the jurisdiction of the Bishops in Australia. However, as seen in the Pastoral 
letter by Archbishop Timothy Costelloe of Perth, changes to the seal of confession would actually be 
dealt with by the Holy See which oversees the Canon law associated with the Sacrament of 
Confession. The Church in Australia does not have the power or ability to make any changes and any 
changes incurred by the propose bill would be a matter to be dealt with by the Holy See. In any case 
however, the Church in Australia has made great progress in doing the best it possibly can to ensure 
the safeguarding of minors in any of their institutions all over the country.  
 
There are no other organisations in Australia outside the Catholic Church that have a similar or as 
large-scale a programme for the safeguarding of children than that existing in Western Australia. The 
fact that The Catholic Church in Australia has implemented 79 of the 80 recommendations put 
forward in the Royal Commission’s Final Report, shows the Church’s great commitment. Even as a 
practising Catholic, my daily routine or the procedures for working with young people in the parish 
have changed drastically, but have now become more normality than something foreign now as we 
have become so used to it.  
 
Personally, the Sacrament of Confession has been a place of great solace helping me in some of my 
greatest moments of pain throughout my life. The very fact that I can talk about anything so openly 
with a priest, knowing that the Seal of Confession protects what I say as sacred, has been my saving 
grace. It is where I am able to lay my interior life bare before God, have my sins forgiven and receive 
counsel from the priest to improve my life. I write this letter not only just for myself, but for all those 
who benefit from this Sacrament which according to the Constitution of Australia, have a right to be 
protected and especially for those survivors who have found healing from sexual abuse in the past, 
those who are nearing a confessional in the present and for those who may cross the bridge towards 
healing in the confessional in the future. As a young person who is on the vocational pathway towards 
priesthood, I feel very passionate about the religious liberties that we hold and to see that all minors 
are protected in the most effective way, which I feel this bill would pose great violation to. 
 
 I would like to end by sincerely thanking you for the time in taking to read this submission and 
for working towards the future in ensuring that the safeguarding of minors and the most vulnerable in 
our society are of prime importance.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 




