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Submission to the Legislation Committee 
Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 
Parliament House 
4 Harvest Terrace  
PERTH  WA  6005 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses into Child Sexual Abuse Recommendations 7.3 & 7.4 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above recommendations.  

The Catholic Church and its faithful do not condone any form of abuse of anyone, by anyone. It is for 

this reason that, at the 2018 Conference of Australian Bishops, the Catholic Church in Australia accepted 

98% of the recommendations of the Royal Commission’s report on child sexual abuse. Accordingly, I 

fully support reporting to Child Protection Authorities on the basis of factual evidence as per 

Recommendation 7.3. 

I strongly object to mandatory reporting on what is disclosed in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, as per 

Recommendation 7.4. I submit three reasons in support of this view.  

Firstly, as established by the Royal Commission and numerous other court cases, child abusers are 

notorious for not reporting their activities to anyone at all. There is no factual or logical basis for 

assuming that priests are privy to abuse revelations in the context of confessions, and that a law 

requiring mandatory reporting of them would suddenly yield a harvest of convictions. This requirement 

will likely yield nothing at all and prove only how ill-advised its application was.  

Secondly, given all we know about the secretive nature of child abusers, it does not seem reasonable to 

presume that even a single abuser is likely to attend confession and admit his/her activities to a priest 

whom he/she knows is required to report them. It is farcical to think that this requirement would do 

anything at all to keep children safe. If anything, the requirement will only guarantee there is nothing 

to report. 

Thirdly, if the main issue here really is the “safety of children” and not a vendetta against a particular 

faith, a mandatory reporting law should be applied impartially to the whole state: government agencies, 

not-for-profit organisations, workplace acquaintances, politicians, families, friendships, sports locker 

rooms, and every cranny of the internet used by Western Australians. 

If the government is not willing to expand the logic of recommendation 7.4 to the general public and its 

own agencies, then it must explain why it is less interested in the safety of children than in ruining – for 

no discernible benefit whatsoever - a two-thousand-year-old practice that is held to be important by 

many voters. This scenario could be avoided by abandoning recommendation 7.4 altogether. 
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In conclusion, I join the Catholic Church in fully condemning all forms of abuse, and support reporting 

to Child Protection Authorities on the basis of factual evidence as per Recommendation 7.3. I object 

strongly to mandatory reporting of what is disclosed in the Sacrament of Reconciliation as per 

Recommendation 7.4. The requirement will have none of the desired effects, and will cancel itself by its 

own illogic. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. 

Yours faithfully 

Will Schaefer 
 

 




