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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

25 November 2015 

Hon Ken Travers MLC 
Chairman 
Estimates and Financial Operations Committee 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Mr Travers 

Inquiry into the Provision of Information to Parliament 

I refer to your letter dated 22 September 2015 in which you request that the Education and 
Health Standing Committee provide advice on its experiences gaining information from 
government. 

In the current parliament, the Committee has undertaken three inquiries; two relating to the 
commissioning and operation of Fiona Stanley Hospital (FSH) and one relating to the mental 
health impacts of fly-in, fly-out work arrangements. In responding to your request, the 
commentary contained in this correspondence is limited to the Committee's experiences in 
relation to the two FSH inquiries it has undertaken. 

For the most part, the Committee has been satisfied by the Department of Health's provision 
of information to its inquiries. 

The Committee sought, and for the most part received, a very wide range of documentation 
from the Department, including: 

• Emails received or sent by the former Director General relating to the commissioning 
of the hospital; 

• Briefing notes provided to the Minister for Health; 

• Meeting papers provided to the cross-government committee established by Cabinet 
to oversee FSH's commissioning; and 

• A range of other internal documentation outlining recommendations and other 
decision-making tools regarding Information and Communications Technology at the 
hospital. 
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Education and Health Standing Committee 

The Committee's first FSH inquiry was occurring concurrent with the State's negotiations 
with Serco about the costs associated with delaying the opening of the hospital. The 
Department wanted to ensure that any information provided to the Committee did not 
materially impact upon the State's position during those negotiations, and almost all of the 
documentation was reviewed by the State Solicitor's Office before the Department provided 
it to the Committee. 

This slowed the provision of information quite considerably and resulted in the decision to 
withhold some documentation from the Committee. Where information was withheld, the 
Department was instructed to provide a list of the documentation that had not been 
provided and a brief explanation for why. Where documents were withheld it was 
overwhelmingly on the basis of commercial sensitivity. 

The Committee was satisfied that the inquiry had not been negatively impacted by the 
decision to withhold some documentation and did not further pursue the issue. 

Yours sincerely 
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