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15th October 2009 

Mis Lyn Omar 
Committee Clerk 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear MIs Omar 

RE: Inquiry into Oeep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area 

PO Box 21, Kwinana WA 6966 
Hours Mon-Fri 8am-Spm 

Our Ref: Doc: D09/115243 
Officer: PFMcK 
Your Ref: See Footer 

Thank you for the invitation dated 22 September 2009 from the Chair addressed to 
Mayor Carol Adams inviting the Town of Kwinana too lodge a written submission to the 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs concerning the Inquiry into the 
Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area on the matters referred to in the Terms of 
Reference. 

Council at its meeting on the 14th October 2009 considered a report and resolved to 
authorise the preparation of a submission to the Standing Committee on Environment 
and Public Affairs relating to the five areas identified in the report. 

Please find attached the submission authorised by Council which has been prepared in 
accordance with the Legislative Assembly guidelines as set out on the Parliament of 
WAwebsite. 

Yours faithful ly 

Attachments: Submission - 5 pages 
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SUBMISSION 

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 

Peter Francis McKenzie, Manager Environmental Health Services 
On behalf of the Town of Kwinana, PO Box 21 Kwinana WA 6966 

Contact Details: 
Email Peter.mckenzie@kwinana.wa.gov.au 
Email admin@kwinana.wa.gov.au (office) 
Tel 08 94390200 (office) 
Tel 0894390207 (Direct) 
Fax 08 94390200 

Terms of Reference 
1. deep sewerage in the Cockburn area; 

, 8 

2. the funding, priorities and progress of the State's Infill Sewerage Program; 
3. whether there has been any delay in progressing the Infill Sewerage 

Program, and any issues arising from such delay, including cost, health, 
social and environmental issues; 

4. similar sewerage issues in other areas; and 
5. any other relevant matter. 

Council at its meeting on the 14th October 2009 considered an Officer report on the 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affair's invitation to Carol Adams, 
Mayor inviting the Town of Kwinana to make a written submission on the matters 
referred to in the Terms of Reference for the Inquiry into deep sewerage in the 
Cockburn area. 

This submission addresses five areas relating to deep sewerage which are in 
accordance with the Terms of Reference as follows; 

1. The ineffective communication on the Infill Sewerage Program for Medina Oval 
Reserve Lot 24571 . 

2. The lack of forward planning and effective consultation with the Water Corporation 
over the unacceptable connection point provided for the community facilities provided 
on the Medina Oval Reserve Lot 24571 as part of the Infill Sewerage Program, 

3. The delay completing the Infill Sewerage Program for Reticulation Area 14A within 
Calista due to budget cutbacks, 

4. The lack of deep sewerage for the Naval Base industrial area in the area bounded by 
the railway reserve west of Rockingham Road Naval Base and the railway reserve east 
of the Lee Road Naval Base for the entire Naval Base area north of the junction of the 
two railway reserves, 
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P. 
5. The potential to use alternatlive water supply to industry using Recycled water to 
reduce the use of potable water, to lessen the long term impact on the environment and 
to reduce the discharge to the ocean via the Sepia Depression Ocean Outfall Line 
(SDOOL). 

This Town of Kwinana submission contends that; 
a) The inconsistencies in the implementation of the State Governments Infill Sewer 

- age Program relating to Medina Oval sporting facilities have resulted in 
unr·easonable and totally inadequate connection points for all the various sporting 
facilities on the Medina Oval Reserve lot 24571. 

The failing septic systems associated with the Bowling Club complex, the 
Football clubrooms, Scout hall and the change rooms for the sporting teams 
uSiing the reserve Lot 24571 and other community based facilities on the oval are 
long overdue for replacement which could have been resolved by gravity 
drainage to the Minister's sewer. 

A single connection point positioned inappropriately at an unreasonably high 
level relative to all of the existing facilities has resulted in the inability to gravity 
drain the effluent. To enable this to happen it will now require expensive hydro
geological assessment and sanitary engineering design to include expensive 
pump pits to achieve acceptable discharge to the Minister's sewer. 

b) The lack of forward planning and consultation with Council by the Water 
Corporation is going to result in Council having to spend considerable sums of 
money to connect all the community and sporting facilities and premises located 
on the Medina Oval Reserve Lot 24571. This cost could be in the vicinity of 
$50,000 for the infrastructure and onsite drainage improvements to enable 
connection to the sewer which is far more than was anticipated to connect to the 
sewer connection point. Simply Council should not have to bear this cost. 

c) The unreasonable delay in the completion of the Infill Sewerage Program 
particularly in the Calista area known as Kwinana Reticulation Area 14A .Council 
was advised in January 2006 (Water Corporation reference JTI 2004 11054 V01 
Mr Jim Ridgewell signed by Manager Project Management 13 January 2007) that 
the Water Corporation intended to undertake the work ,in Reticulation Area 14A 
which was programmed to commence during 2007/2008 financial year. 

On 8th June 2007 Mayor Carol Adams wrote to Minister for Water Resources Mr 
John Kobelke advising that Calista is one of the oldest suburbs in the Town of 
Kwinana and the only residential suburb still reliant on septiC tanks. 

Last month, in response to a resident's inquiry, the Water Corporation advised 
that the work had been deferred to the 2010/11 financial year. The resident was 
advised by the Executive Officer Pat Gale that the decision followed a review of 
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the Infill Sewerage Program from "a health and environmental perspectiven

, 

conducted with the assistance of the Health Department. 

There was a no local input invited from Council and no consideration of the age 
of the existing Septic Apparatus in Calista before the decisions were made to 
de'ay the Infill Sewerage Program on more than one occasion and now has been 
further delayed due to budget cuts. This is unacceptable to Council and the 
Community who have complained to Council concerning the poor treatment they 
are receiving from the Government. 

d) That the Naval Base industrial precinct between the railway lines situated both 
west of Rockingham road Naval Base and east of Lee road Naval base from the 
junction of the two railway reserves northward consisting of the relatively sma'ller 
industrial lots should be provided with a reticulated deep sewerage system to 
protect public health and the environment from known pollution and to protect 
Cockburn Sound from long term nitrogen and other industrial pollution. 

This would substantially remove a huge constraint to industrial development 
where processing and manufacture may require the use of higher than normal 
volumes of water or other liquids in the production of commodities and products 
which create larger than normal volumes of effluent. These industries cannot be 
approved in the precinct due to inadequate waste water disposal systems 
requiring large dedicated land area for the processing and treatment of waste 
water. 

The Cockburn Sound Management Council's management plan requires the 
SeptiC Apparatus being installed in the Cockburn Sound Catchment to be a 
Septic Apparatus such as an Alternative Treatment Units (ATU's) to be able to 
remove nitrogen pollution from the effluent before discharge to the ground. This 
is required to be the standard because of the long term impact on the Sound 
caused by Nitrogen pollution. 

e) Recycled Water 
The Water Corporation have constructed a wastewater recycling plant, the 
Kwinana Wastewater Recycling Plant (KWRP) in the Kwinana Industrial Area. 
The capacity of the KWRP is 17 Mega litres/day which is fully allocated to 
industry within the Kwinana Industrial Area (KIA). 

To provide a dual water supply system to the Latitude 32 project area and the 
Flinders Precinct in particular, would be an expensive exercise and at this stage, 
given the proposed land use for the Structure Plan ·of the Hope Valley and 
Wattleup redevelopment area would not be an economic proposition. 

The water allocation within the existing aquifer in the Hope Valley and Wattleup 
Redevelopment Area is already over allocated which will provide long term 
restrictions on drawing groundwater for industry purposes. However, there is an 
excess of waste water from the Woodman Point and McLaughlin Road, Postans, 
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Wastewater Treatment plants that could be made available for treatment and 
be used within the redevelopment area as a dual water source for industry and 
non potable purposes. This will provide long term environmental. economic and 
social benefits to all aspects of the community and industry including state 
government and its agencies. 

Council submits that the State Government is responsible for providing 
comprehensive deep sewerage schemes to the community including industrial 
precincts like Latitude 32 and Naval Base to protect the environment and public 
health. 

By the state government providing comprehensive deep sewerage systems 
including the overdue upgrades in Calista and Medina there will be a significant 
public health benefit and a corresponding reduction in Environmental Health 
responsibility to manage local on-site sewage treatment systems under the 
Health Act by Council. 

Increased subdivisions and smaller lot development from land that is connected 
to a comprehensive deep sewerage scheme can increase the Water Corporation 
and Council rates and revenue over the long term providing significant economic 
incentive to improve the community amenity and public health benefits by 
positive economic development and environmental improvements. 

Comprehensive Deep Sewerage Schemes provide for greater protection to the 
environment and lessen the environmental health impact from pollution of the soil 
and groundwater. 

The provision of the comprehensive deep sewerage scheme will provide 
improved long term environmental protection against Cockburn Catchment 
groundwater pollution impacting on the Cockburn Sound from poor management 
of liquid waste effluent including unauthorised discharges. 

A greater choice of industries may be developed especially those with a higher 
water demand that are currently being limited from developing in Kwinana due to 
the constraints on processing. treatment, disposal and reuse of their waste water. 
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_--- !L-- -<------ ___ ___ ____ _____ - ____ __________ _ 

The implicabons of not having all the residential and industrial areas provided 
with comprehensive Deep Sewerage Schemes are strategic and long term. If the 
area could be fully sewered there would be real and tangible social benefits on 
public health, long term environmental benefits and real tangible economic and 
associated employment and job outcomes as the area would allow for more 
industrial premises and a greater variety of industries to be attracted to Kwinana 
providing significant improvements and financial benefits to the community and 
industry in a local, regional, state and national context. 

c.-S3-~~. 
Peter F McKenzie

l 

U 
15th October 2009 
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