
Response to the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 
 

I am writing this as a Catholic Priest to response to the Children and Community Services 

Amendment Bill 2019. I am writing in response to Clause 51 and 53 which introduces two 

specific amendments affecting ministers of religion. These two specific amendments in the 

Amendment Bill 2019 implements recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 of the Final Report of the 

Royal Commission on Sexual Abuse. 

 

I disagree with the amendments for the following reasons: 

 

It disregards the freedom of faith. For centuries, this has been an accepted part of the practice 

the Church. 

 

It disregards the many victims who come to seek healing and guidance in the Sacrament. 

 

As a priest I cannot disclose what is said and if I did, I would not be able to minister as a 

priest. Is the government out to destroy the Catholic Church? 

 

Pedophiles would not come to the Sacrament anyway if they felt that they run the risk of 

being exposed. 

 

What this legislation would do is destroy what the Sacrament was meant to do. Bring healing 

and guidance to the victims and the sinner. Let us remember that the Sacrament of 

Confession (and all Sacraments) are a continuing of the ministry of Jesus. 

Jesus brings forgiveness, healing and hope. In the Confessional, I take the role of Jesus not a 

police officer. 

 

There is a need to protect the victims and seek justice, but the confessional is not that place. 

There is also a need of forgiveness and healing. 

As a priest, I must protect our children but I must also be a healer and saviour of souls. 

 

As a priest I have come across so many who are so broken in their lives that what they want 

is compassion and understanding to help them heal, grow and move forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




