
 

On the 9th of July I received an email from Great South Central Office/ School Bus Services 
advising me that the Shire of Dardanup have contacted them and deemed the bus stop on the 
corner of Sand Pits Road and Dardanup West Road has been deemed unsafe therefore the 
stop has been removed from the service. If I wish for my children to continue to catch the bus 
they will need to do this from Road. 
I contacted School Bus Services about this and they advised that because it was a direction 
from the Shire of Dardanup I would have to contact the Shire to resolve this issue. 
 
My children have been catching the bus from this location since term 3 2020 and prior to this 
other children in the street caught the bus from here as well. 
 
I contacted the Dardanup Shire by email in term 1 2021 about the location of the stop to 
request that the shoulder of the road gets widened to make it safer for both my children, the 
bus driver and other uses of the road and the state of which the Shire allows the bridal path to 
get in. Of which I have received 1 phone call from the shire advising that it was the School 
bus contractors  and School Bus Services decision to stop there and it had nothing to do with 
the Shire so just walk further down Dardanup West Road for the bus to stop and there is not 
enough money in the budget to maintain the bridal path more than once a year. I discussed 
this with the school bus contractors and they lodged a request with the Shire to make the area 
safe. 
 
I agree that this is not a safe point for kids to be catching the bus but the alternative of  

 Road is not a practical one at all as it is 2.6km away. Its not really a practical 
solution for the bus to come up Sand Pits Road as it is a cul-de-sac so why cant the Shire take 
the time and improve the infrastructure to accommodate a  bus stop along Dardanup West 
Road between  Sand Pits Road and Holland Loop. With the area rapidly growing with young 
families a stop in this central location will service the area well and be used by many rate 
paying families as the area grows and more children become school age and are approved to 
catch the bus. 
 
The Dardanup Shire needs to spread the bus stop locations throughout the area and not rely 
on the old existing infrastructure as the area is continually expanding and if the Shire improve 
bus stops more families will register their children to use the bus service and there will be 
less congestion at the schools during pick up and drop off times, as there is very limited 
parking at both schools in the Dardanup town site. 
 
I am a working mum and rely on the bus service to take my kids to and from school so I am 
able to get myself to my place of employment on time. Not only is it hard to find a job with 
hours based around school hours, it is made even more difficult if you live on this bus run. I 
have been lucky enough to have found a very understanding employer that allows me to 
adjust my start and finish times each fortnight to reflect the pick up and drop off times of the 
bus. Pick up 7.50am drop off 3.25pm for 2 weeks then it changes to 8.20am pick up and 
3.55pm drop off. Due to this variation in times, half the time the bus is empty but there is still 
a waiting list to get on the bus. I believe that if the bus times were consistent more parents 
would put their children on the bus. There are currently 25 children  approved to travel on 
this bus route from Dardanup Primary School and I am lead to believe only 2 live outside of 
the Dardanup West / Padbury Fields  area. So I think its about time for School Bus Services 
to look into having a dedicated bus for this area with consist pick up and drop off times. 



Since I moved into the area in 2017 there has been substantial growth. In my neighbouring 
sub divisions there are 29 houses and 12 sold vacant blocks of land. There has been no 
adjusted route for the bus through this area nor has the Shire of Dardanup upgraded there 
infrastructure in this area to accommodate the large expanstio0n of family's that have moved 
in the area.   
 
The Shire approved  a temporary stop and gave us a new location but this was even worse, 
my children and I would be standing in the middle of the drain full of water so the bus could 
get one wheel off the road. Even the bus driver agreed this was not an appropriate stop nor a 
solution.  The Shire said that they would investigate the availability of funds for works to be 
done  however this is not guaranteed, and I have not heard anything more about the situation. 
 
The safety of  this stop is still unresolved and no one seems to want to help me get this 
problem resolved. 
 
I contacted Jodi Hanns MLA Collie Preston at the beginning of term 3 2021 in hope that she 
would be able to assist in get this situation resolved  
 

  




