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As a Safeguarding Officer for the protection of children and the underprivileged under the guidance of the West 

Australian Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, I would like to submit my concern regarding the abovementioned 

Amendment Bill 2019; please find below the main points of my concern regarding the obligation to break the 

Seal of Confession by the Catholic and Orthodox Churches’ Priests. 

1. Survivors use the Confession to seek healing and justice. 

2. The amendment Bill is limiting implantation of mandatory reporting to only one out of the five groups 

recommended by the Royal Commission. There is a lack of consultation with key stakeholders. 

3. The breaking of the Confessional Seal is a change that is not open to the Australian Catholic Church to 

make. The Holy See in Rome has that authority. The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 12.26 has not 

been adequately explored. 

4. Paedophiles very rarely confess their sin and crime in Confession. And if they do, The Confession presents 

an opportunity to reform the offenders. 

5. Mandatory reporting places all Catholic and Orthodox Priests in a dilemma, infringing on the free practice 

of religion. 

6. The Safeguarding Programme implemented by the Catholic Church across all of Australia under the 

leadership of highly qualified Officers is working extremely well. 

Additionally, to the above concerning points I would like to be explained the following: a) Is the guilty value of 

a murderer lesser then a paedophile? b) why are we trying to compel Priests to reveal only the paedophiles and 

not the murderer, and or any other person guilty of other felonies? 

 

The Seal of Confession is a Church Law that spans millenniums and should be left alone, the act to compel the 

revealing of a Confession appears to me to be only a quick band aid to a festering wound, researching other 

meanings to cure the paedophile problem or supporting other programmes the likes of the Catholic 

Safeguarding one would achieve better results for everyone concerned. 

 

Your Sincerely 

Alberto Dei Giudici 




