
 

Dear Standing Committee on Legislation 
 
Re: INQUIRY INTO THE CHILDREN AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a written submission regarding the Inquiry into the Children 
and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 (the Bill). My submission refers specifically to section 
124BA. Provisions for ministers of religion. 
(1) In this section — 
religious confession means a confession made by a person to a minister of religion in the minister’s 
capacity as a minister of religion in accordance with the tenets of the minister’s faith or religion. 
(2) For the purposes of section 124B(1)(c)(i), a minister of religion who forms a belief on the 
basis of information disclosed to the minister in the minister’s capacity as a minister of religion is 
taken to form the belief in the course of the minister’s work. 
(3) A minister of religion is not excused from criminal responsibility for an offence under section 
124B(1) on the grounds that — 
a. the minister’s belief is based on information disclosed to the minister during a religious 
confession; or 
b. disclosure of the minister’s belief or information on which the belief is based is otherwise 
contrary to the tenets of the minister’s faith or religion. 
 
I believe that the confessional in our Roman Catholic Church must be a private place for survivors of 
childhood abuse.  I do not believe that any parliament has a right to enforce our priests to divulge 
anything said in the confessional. This practice of confession is a very private thing and has been so 
for many, many years. 
 
I feel that for someone like the Hon Simone McGurk to try and interfere in any Catholic practice which 
has stood for thousands of years is to be involved where she is not qualified to understand nor 
comprehend the real meaning of confession. 
 
It is very unlikely that any child abuser would ever confess to these actions in the confessional, and 
therefore, the move to enforce priests to comply with an obviously ill-conceived act of Parliament 
should be withstood in the strongest possible way. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Ivan Colgan 




