
 

Dear Legislation Committee, 
 
This letter is in reference to the Seal of Confessional as mentioned in the Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2019. 
 
I have serious concerns about the proposed government bill as it presently stands before Parliament.  
 
The Royal Commission recommended that five groups be considered for mandatory reporting of child 
sexual abuse. Why then, are only Ministers of Religion being singled out from the other four groups? 
This, in my opinion, shows bias and inequality. How can this possibly help implement an effective 
implantation of mandatory reporting in such a critical issue as child protection? 
 
Survivor groups, the Catholic Church and Orthodox Churches have NOT been contacted prior to this 
amendment and no consultation has been extended to these three groups. Why not? There will have 
to be serious consequences for a such a grievous omission, and I have personally heard several 
survivors of child sex abuse known intimately to me speak of their rising anxiety and fear that a place 
where they find healing is now under threat. 
 
As a practising and committed Catholic, I regularly receive the Sacrament of Confession. In this 
Sacrament I receive forgiveness of my sins and also the healing of the wounds caused by my sin and 
the sins of others. I leave the Sacrament of Confession feeling free, lighter and very blessed. I can 
share openly, knowing that every word spoken by me and by the priest is under the Seal of 
Confession and can NEVER be revealed (even under pain of death).  
 
I have great compassion for those abuse victims who do not have the same access to healing for the 
devastating wounds they have suffered. I know of victims who, though not Catholic, find the 
confidentiality and help they seek in Confession. Victims who avail themselves of Confession even 
speak of the Confessional as the only truly safe place left where they can speak about their trauma. 
Our responsibility and duty must be to foster and protect this trust, NOT to violate it!  
 
Many survivors say that there is nowhere else (besides the Confessional) that offers access to truly 
confidential care outside professional working hours and in every town and city: a sad indictment 
when survivors’ use of the confessional evidently far outweighs its use by abusers.  
 
I am grateful to you for giving consideration to what I have written and wish you well in your 
endeavours to ensure the best practice of child protection here in Western Australia. 
 
Yours with gratitude,  
Mrs Mary P Separovich 




