
RE: Inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 

 

 

July 18, 2020 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

Thank you for your time in considering my submission. As a primary school teacher of 

several years, I am also a mandatory reporter of sexual abuse and, having undergone 

mandated training on this topic, I have some understanding into the gravity and implications 

of abuse. 

 

As someone who has also participated in the practice of Confession for more than twenty 

years, I am also gravely concerned by the idea that the proposed bill would seek to legally 

bind priests to reporting child sexual abuse should mention be made during Confession.  

 

The Catholic practice of Confession allows participants a space of absolute privacy, where 

they may share their personal struggles with the assurance that what they say will not be 

shared by the priest to anyone. This assurance has allowed me to consistently share my 

heart with openness, candidness and sincerity, and – together with the divine forgiveness 

that is offered - the experience has thus consistently been both a liberating and healing one, 

emotionally, psychologically and spiritually, in a way that far surpasses any similar 

experience in other settings.  

 

I have heard the testimony of adult abuse survivors, Western Australians who have 

benefited from Confession for similar reasons that I have. They have testified that without 

the absolute privacy guaranteed by the sacrament, they would have never shared their deep 

wounds in the first place, and thus begin a journey of healing. The demands made on priests 

by the proposed bill would hurt rather than help abuse survivors, pushing them away from a 

confidential - and free - service that could potentially help them to engage with their story of 

abuse when they are too afraid or unwilling to share it in other settings. 



It also concerns me that representatives of the Catholic Church were not consulted in the 

making of this bill. As a Catholic teacher and parishioner, I can testify to the noteworthy 

efforts made by the Catholic Church in Australia in regards to safeguarding against sexual 

abuse in recent years. As a teacher in the Catholic sector, I have undergone professional 

training conducted by CEWA on mandatory reporting of sexual abuse and I have 

participated in the evaluation of school practices to ensure the protection of the children in 

our care. As a parishioner, I have seen local changes in my own parish as a response to the 

exemplary ‘Safeguarding Program’ created by the Archdiocese of Perth - safeguarding 

officers, information sessions, infrastructure changes to ensure improved visibility and much 

more. Given this and the fact that the proposed bill makes certain demands upon its 

practices, I believe that the Catholic Church is worthy of consultation and collaboration on 

this issue.  

 

Thank you again for your time and consideration of this sensitive and important matter.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sally Bishop 




