
 

To the Legislation Committee,  
 
As a Catholic, I am fighting for the protection and preservation of the Seal of Confession. I teach 
children in Yrs 3, 4 and 6 about the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the importance of the Seal of 
Confession. It gives them security and a sense of relief to know that whatever they confess to a priest 
during The Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession, would be kept confidential and would NEVER be 
told to anyone. Not even their own parents!  
 
The future of these children whom I teach, is unbeknown to me. However, this amendment bill will 
greatly affect them in their spiritual journey of growing closer to God. The Sacrament of Confession 
offers forgiveness and healing of the soul when our relationship with God is troubled or broken. 
Confession is so secret - thanks to the Seal of Confession - that anything confessed no matter how 
sinful in the eyes of God, will and can be forgiven through true penitence and penance. The advice 
offered by a priest (who represents Jesus) serves as guidance towards taking the necessary action to 
amend sinful ways or to exercise right judgement. If the Seal of Confession did not exist, NO ONE 
would participate in this Sacrament! In turn, this would pose bigger problems within the doctrines of 
the Church and the salvation of souls! The Church, its priests and bishops have been entrusted by 
God to lead the people and save their souls. So we need the Sacrament of Reconciliation/ Confession 
WITH the Seal of Confession! Unchanged, unbroken, unaltered.  
 
In addition to this, the Seal of Confession would in fact protect a victim of child sexual abuse. The 
Church should be protecting and safeguarding the victims. Many survivors of child sexual abuse have 
said that the confessional remains the only safe place they can easily 
access without cost, to seek healing and support about their trauma.  Refer to these links of 
testimonies: bit.ly/2CrQMtr and powerful stories of how the Confessional Seal offers hope and healing 
to survivors: bit.ly/38LqE8X. 
 
The Legislation Committee should also be aware that pedophiles very rarely confess their sin and 
crime in the Confession. And if they do, the Confession presents an opportunity to reform the 
offenders. In his Pastoral Letter dated 18 May 2020, Archbishop Timothy Costelloe of Perth wrote: 
“Anecdotally it seems that most priests have rarely, if ever, had the sin and crime of sexual abuse 
confessed to them. Some prominent priests, such as Fr Frank Brennan SJ, have publicly alluded to 
this. I am not a psychologist and have no expertise in that area, but according to my understanding 
many sexual predators do not acknowledge, even to themselves, the true nature of their offending. 
They are unlikely to confess something about which they do not feel guilty.” If mandatory reporting 
becomes law, it will be even less likely that the offender confesses the sin and crime of sexual abuse 
to the priest or pastor. 
 
The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has implemented exemplary measures in the safeguarding of 
children. Its successful Safeguarding Programme has been adopted as a model across Catholic 
Dioceses across Australia. No other organisation outside the Catholic Church of Australia has as 
comprehensive and as large-scale a programme for the safeguarding of children. Instead of forcing 
the Church to implement mandatory reporting, which is beyond its power to do, the Government 
should instead consult and work collaboratively with the Church to implement and improve practices 
that are within the Church’s power to implement.  
 
The breaking of the Confessional Seal is a change that is not open to the Australian Catholic Church 
to make. The Holy See in Rome has that authority. The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16.26 
has not been 
adequately explored.  
 
The Royal Commission recommended that the Australian Catholic Church seeks clarification from the 
Holy See on “whether information received from a child during the Sacrament of Reconciliation, that 
they had been sexually 
abused would be covered by the seal of confession”; and “whether absolution could and should be 
withheld if a person confessed to perpetrating child sexual abuse, until they report themselves to civil 
authorities”. - Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Final Report: 
Volume 16, Religious Institutions Book 1, p 77 



 
The Seal of Confession is a universal church law that the Australian Church does not have the 
authority to alter. The Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16.26 could afford the Australian Church 
a level of flexibility and the priest a level of discretion when confronted with the revelation of child 
sexual abuse during the Confession. It 
should form an important part of the consultation process between the Government and the Church. 
 
Mandatory reporting places all Catholic and Orthodox priests in a dilemma, infringing on the free 
practice of religion. The Amendment Bill requires the bishops and priests to violate the law of the 
Universal Church, causing them to be automatically dismissed from their office according to church 
law. This places an unacceptably high cost on all bishops and priests in WA, and in turn infringes on 
the free practice of religion in our State. 
 
I appeal to the Legislation Committee to please consider carefully and thoroughly all these points 
mentioned and make a decision to preserve and uphold the Seal of Confession. This sacrament is so 
important for everyone, including the young children who start learning about it in Yr 3. Please 
consider them, and the impact it will have on their religious life.  
 
Thank you! 




