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Dear Ms Veletta, 
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The Shire of Harvey has been made aware of the "Inquiry Deep Sewerage in Cockburn" by the Standing 
Committee, Environment & Public Affairs, and wishes to make a submission with respect to points 4 or 5 of 
the Terms of Reference. Attached for your reference are the following documents; 

• Two Council reports.(compiled by the undersigned}, 
• A letter to the then Minister for Water; Sport & Recreation, Hon Mr JC Kobelke, (on behalf of Council by 

the undersigned). 
• A letter of response Minister for Water; Sport & Recreation, Hon Mr JC Kobelke. 

This submission relates to the apparent policy/definition of the "Infill Sewerage Program" that is to reduce the 
number of residential septic tank systems in residential areas and may include commercial, industrial, but 
only where the proposed reticulated sewer passes the property. 
It is also to be noted that that one of the reasons given for the infill sewer program by the Water Corp is 
Environmental improvement. 

The locality of Clifton Park within the Shire of Harvey was included and provided with reticulated sewer in 
2006; however the following three premises were not included; 

• The Australind Tourist Caravan Park comprising of , 
o 14 motel units, 
o three ablution blocks, 
o 119 caravan sites 
o and a private dwelling, 

• The Garden Palace Chinese Restaurant, 
• The Collie Bridge Tavern. 

These properties were not included due to the aforementioned policy/definition as the residential sewer 
terminated approximately 400 to 450 meters to the east. 
In brief these three properties are located approximately 70 to 150 meters from the Leschenault Estuary, on 
water logged soils which are influenced by its tidal systems. In fact the effluent levels in the old style in ground 
standard leach drains have been observed to rise and fall in conjunction with the estuary tides . The 
environmental hazard had not been validated, but must pose some risk to the estuary. 

All properties rely on onsite effluent disposal, being septic tank and fully inverted leach drains to dispose of 
effluent. A fully inverted leach drain is a leach drain which is installed above ground to avoid water logged 
soils (see attached Council reports). 

Despite continued maintenance and modifications of effluent disposal systems, all premises have and 
continued to experience disposal system failures. This has resulted in potential health risks with effluent 
ponding within caravan park from the Chinese restaurant, effluent breaks outs at the rear of the caravan park 
from its systems and the verification and continued reports of illegal disposal from the Collie Bridge Tavern. 

Council was somewhat perplexed at the omission of these premises considering the close proximity of the 
sewer and sought the then Minister for Water; Sport & Recreation, Hon Mr JC Kobelke to intervene, whi lst the 
sewer was still in the construction phase. 
It is also to be noted that that one of the reasons given for the infi ll sewer program by the Water Corp is 
environmental improvement. 

The then Minister's response was in the negative and disappointing, reflecting the Water Corporations policy 
(see attachments). 

16/10/2009 
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To date there has been no change to effluent disposal systems at any of the premises mentioned and reports 
of illegal disposal practises are still received and investigated by Council's Health Department. 
The potential public health and environmental risks could have been abated by a 400 to 450 meter extension 
to the reticulated sewer main. 

I hope this submission has made a positive contribution to the Enquiry and any further quires maybe directed 
to the undersigned. 

Scott Dandridge 
Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Shire of Harvey 
Ph: 97290333 

This message has been scanned for viruses and 
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is 
believed to be clean. 

16110/2009 
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17th October, 2006. 

Summary 

\1\~~i\I,\ii\\I\W 
07/06:4?_1 ____ _ 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITIEE MINUTES 
Manager of Planning Services Report 

Principal Environmental Health Officer's Report 

WML Consultants acting on behalf of the Australind Tourist Caravan Park have requested that 
Council give consideration to the installation of a private sewer main from the park to a discharge 
point nominated by the Water Corporation opposite Lowe Court, Clifton Park. 

The proposed private sewer main would traverse Council's Reserve No. 31576, crossing Lucy 
Victoria Ave and the entry road to the Bunbury Golf Club, which is privately owned. 

Staff is of the strong belief that this property along with the Chinese restaurant and Collie Bridge 
Tavern should have direct connection to the Minister's Sewer. 

Background 

Council is aware that the infill sewer programme is currently being progressed in Clifton Park. The 
Australind Tourist Park, Chinese Restaurant and the Collie Bridge Tavern have been omitted from 
this infill programme. 

Staff has confirmed with Water Corporation that the connection of commercial premises does not 
qualify for the infill programme. 

There are a number of issues which will be raised in this report. However the primary purpose of 
this report is to respond to WML's request, however there are several other issues that need to be 
resolved. 

Comment 

The Australind Tourist Park is 2.6 hectare in area and presently caters for 14 motel units, a private 
dwelling, three ablution blocks and 119 caravan and camp sites. 

Effluent is currently disposed of onsite in three separate systems consisting of substantial fully 
inverted leach drains, so as to be above the water table. 

The soil is generally water logged and influenced by the estuary tidal system. These soil conditions 
are very similar for the Chinese restaurant and Collie Bridge Tavern. 

SIGNED. ___________________ DATED 24TH OCTOBER, 2006. 



DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Manager for Planning Services 

Principal Environmental Health Officer's Report 
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17th October, 2006. 

Staff is aware that the caravan park has a history of onsite effluent disposal problems and hence 
the request for a private sewer main. The Chinese restaurant has a similar history with continual 
serious effluent disposal issues. 

It is to be noted that environmental concerns was one of the primary reasons given by the Water 
Corporation for the Clifton Park infill sewer programme. 

Council's Health Department is of the opinion that these three premises probably present the 
greatest Public Health and Environment concerns. Their omission of these premises from the infill 
programme is somewhat perplexing 

From a Public Health perspective, access to the Minister's Sewer is vital to solving all onsite effluent 
disposal problems. However this could be seen to be in conflict with general philosophy in not 
supporting private sewer mains to be constructed within Council controlled land. Therefore staff 
believes that the Water Corporation should be pursued on the matter of direct connection. 

It has been verbally confirmed that this private sewer proposal will have no future infrastructure 
benefit to the Water Corporation and therefore there is no prospect of Water Corporation taking 
ownership. 

The proposed route would require the construction of the 80mm sewer main within the privately 
owned entry road of the Bunbury Golf Club, Councils Reserve No. 31576 and Lucy Victoria Ave. 
The discharge point to the Minister sewer would be opposite Lowe Court traversing a distance of 
approximately 350 metres. 

To date the Golf Club has no knowledge of this matter and therefore further comment cannot be 
made. 

From the mapping provided by WML it is unclear if the proposed sewer route is entirely within the 
road reserve or encroaches into Reserve No. 31576, and therefore requires clarification . Staff 
cannot support any proportion of the proposed sewer being constructed within Reserve No. 31576. 

In conclusion, staff strongly believes that direct connection to Minister's sewer is vital in resolving on 
going onsite effluent disposal problems. Also that prior to Council giving a definitive response, that 
WML Consultants must seek permission from the Bunbury Golf Club for the construction of the 
sewer main in their land. 

Statutory Environment 

Nil. 

Budget Implications 

Nil. 

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council; 

1. defers its response to WML Consultants request concerning the installation of the private 
sewer main through Council controlled land pending permission being granted by the 
Sunbury Golf Club for the installation of the sewer main through their property. 
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17th October, 2006. 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMITIEE MINUTES 
Manager of Planning Services Report 

Princip'al Environmental Health Officer's Report 

2. requests the Water Corporation give consideration to the extension of the Ministers sewer to 
facilitate the direct connection of the Australind Tourist Park, Garden Palace Chinese 
restaurant and Collie Bridge Tavern for the reasons outlined within this report. 

3. Formerly writes to the Minister for Water Resources seeking his intervention in extending the 
Minister's Sewer to service these existing properties. 

Bromham/Burgoyne 
"That the recommendation be adopted." 

CARRIED 6-0 

SIGNED __________________ DATED 24TH OCTOBER, 2006. 
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. Item No. 3 

Our ref 2983 Australind Tourist Park Sewer Design 

07 September 2006 

The Chief Executive Officer 
Harvey Shire Council 
P.O. Box 500 
Harvey 
WA,6220· 

Attention: Mr. Peter Anderson 

Dear Sir, 
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SUBJECT: AUSTRALJND TOURIST PARK GRA VrTY SEWER AND RlSING MAIN 

Attached to this letter is Drawing No. 2983-001 A, indicating the proposed layout oftbe 
gravity sewer for the Australind Tourist Park as well as the proposed route to be followed 
by the rising main from the park to the discharge point as indicated by Water Corp. 

In tenus of the above the following; 

• We understand from Mr. Greg Howe, the owner of the Tourist Park, that the proposed 
concept have been discussed between yourselves on a previous oCqlsion and that the 
Shire of Harvey agreed to it in principle. 

• The purpose of this letter is thus to submit the first concept design of the proposed 
system to yourselves for comment in order to promptly address any possible problems 
foreseen and also ensure compliance with Council requirements. 

• The proposed sewer consist of a gravity system to a central point from where it ",rill be 
pumped to the discharge point provided by Water Corp and as indicated on the 
drawing. 

• As a variation of the initial discussions between yourselves, the land o\vners of both 
the Garden Palace Chinese Restaurant and the Collie Bridge Tavern, adjacent to the 
Tourist Park, have indicated to Mr. Howe that they are keen to be incorporated into the 
proposed system. They currently make use of septic systems with leach drains similar 
to the current Tourist Park setup, vvith resulting similar problems. 

• The drawing indicate that both the above premises can be accommodated into the 
system, with Line ID indicating positioning. This line will form part of the Tourist 
Park gravity system to the pump pit, from where it will be pumped away. 

Could you please respond to our letter with the view of determining any requirements from 
the side of the Council in terms of the proposal. 

Please feel free to contact the undersigned if you have any questions or need any additional· 
information. 

W:\ENGlli.'EERlNG\C<Jnfrrmed Jobs\2983 Australind Tourist Park Rising Main\Letter Sbire of Harvey Concept 
design.doc 

• 
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'AA + .... WML CONSULTANTS 
CONSUlTING CML, GEOTECHNICAl & SlRUCTURAL ENGlNEE~S 
PROJECT MANAGERS ABN 36 092 471 531 

FIRST FLOOR, 52WITTENOOM STRfETBUNBURY, WA6230 
POST OfFICE BOX 2!l23, BlMBURY WfIo. 6231 
TElEPHONE: (00) 9722 3544 FAX: (08) $722 3599 
EUAll: 1MIL@1II'ULCOIol.AU WEB: WWWWl.t...COM.AU 

We hope you find the above in order and thank you for your co-operation .. 

Yours faithfully 

~~. 
Tinus Kruger 
Senior Engineer 
WML CONSULTANTS 

W:iENGINEERlNG\Confirmed Jobs\2983 Auslralind Tourist Park Rising Main\Lettcr Shire of Harvey Concept 
design.doc 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMIITEE MINUTES - 3rd April, 2007. PAGE 25 
Principal Environmental Health Officer's Report 

Summary 

Further to Council's resolution of the 24th October, 2006, on this matter, Staff has progressed and 
received responses to that resolution. In brief the response from the Honourable Minister for Water 
Resources Mr. John Kobelke was in the negative and reiterated the policy position of the Water 
Corporation. Staff also undertook an onsite meeting with Mr. Greg Howe of the Australind Tourist 
Park and Mr. Gary Crowd of the Water Corporation to consider another, but unlikely alternative. As 
a consequence the Australind Tourist Pari< wishes to pursue its original request to Council for the 
installation of a private sewer main through Council controlled land. 

Background 

Council at its meeting of the 24th October, 2006, resolved the following, in response to a request 
from WML Consultants acting on behalf of the Australind Tourist Park. The request was seeking 
Council's permission to install a private sewer main from the caravan park traversing Council's 
Reserve No. 31576, crossing the private entry road to the Bunbury Golf Club and Lucy Victoria 
Avenue. The sewer discharge point nominated by the Water Corporation is opposite Lowe Court, 
Clifton Park. 

Council resolution of 24th October, 2006: 

"That Council; 

1. defers its response to WMl Consultants request concerning the installation of the 
private sewer main through Council controlled land pending permission being 
granted by the Bunbury Golf Club for the installation of the sewer main through 
their property. 

2. requests the Water Corporation give consideration to the extension of the Ministers 
sewer to facilitate the direct connection of the Australind Tourist Park, Garden 
Palace Chinese restaurant and Collie Bridge Tavern for the reasons outlined within 
this report. 

3. Formerly writes to the Minister for Water Resources seeking his intervention in 
extending the Minister's Sewer to service these existing properties." 

Comment 

In response to points 2 and 3 above, (letter attached) it is clear that the Minister for Water 
Resources will not intervene in requiring the Water Corporation to extend the sewer as part of the 
infill programme. 

SIGNED _____________________ DATED 10th April. 2007. 
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Principal Environmental Health Officer's Report 

An alternative was offered, which was for the business owners to fully fund the extension of the 
Minister's Sewer. 

An indicative cost of approximately $400,000 was provided to extend the Minister's Sewer. 
Proportional costs would . need to be agreed to by all land/business owners however, this maybe 
further complicated if any owner declines to participate. An indicative cost for the installing of the 
proposed private sewer main by WML Consultants, was not available however, it is believed to be 
considerably less. . 

It could therefore be concluded that it is unlikely that the Minister's Sewer will be extended. With 
reference to Council Recommendation No.1 WML Consultants informed Staff that the Sunbury Golf 
Club did not grant permission to install the private sewer through their property. WML Consultants 
have indicated that the Sunbury Golf Club may give consideration to an alternative route. This 
would require the private sewer to exit the caravan park on the south west corner and follow inside 
the Bunbury Golf Club boundary and west for approximately 25 metres, then crossing into Lot 13 
Lucy Victoria Avenue which is owned freehold by this Council. Pemnission to utilise this alternative 
route is not confirmed by Sunbury Golf Club. 

The provision of the sewer to the caravan park will enhance the development potential of this site. 

Should support for this proposal be provided, it may be the catalyst for further private sewer 
applications in the immediate area. Rather than possible multiple private sewer mains, it is 
therefore considered more preferable to have one sewer main under the ownership of the 
Honourable Minister. 

In conclusion, before considering any further alternative routes, Council must decide if it will accept 
a private sewer mains in this particular instance within land under its control/ownership and 
therefore WML Consultants requires a definitive decision prior to further pursuing the alternative 
route. 

Statutory Environment 

Nil. 

Budget Implications 

Nil. 

Officer's Recommendation 

That Council informs WML Consultants that it will not grant permission for the installation of a 
private sewer main within land owner by or under the control of Council. 

Jackson/Sabourne 
"That the recommendation be adopted." 

CARRIED 5-1 

SIGNED _____________________ DATED 10th April. 2007. 
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Hon John Kobelke BSc DipEU JP MLA 

Minister for Polk!: Ilnd Emergenc)' Servic!:s: Community Safety: Wmer Resourcl:s; Sport and Recreation 
Lender of the House in the Legislative Assemhly 

Your Ref: 06116706 SD:SM 
Our Ref: 14-] 1857 

Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Harvey 
POBox 500 
HARVEY WA 6220 

Attention: Ml' Scott Dandridge 
Principal Environmental Health Officer 

Dear Mr Dandridge 

Registration Number: 

SHIRE OF "ifARVEY···· 
2 9 JAN 2007 

Retention/DlspOIlIiII; ......... ,,/""' ... 00; 
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. ~8Pt10ffjC&r: ....... ~'{i' 
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Thank you for your letter of 29 November 2006 regardjng Sewerage Reticulation Area -
Eaton 6A and 7 A, Clifton Park. 

The Infill Sewerage Program was established in 1994 as a program to provide deep 
sewerage to 100,000 properties at a total cost of $800 million. To date, over 84,000 
properties have been connected and subject to the availability of funding, the program will 
be completed in 2013. 

The Infill Sewerage Program was established to reduce the number of septic tank systems in 
established residential areas. It was not intended to provide for commercial or industrial 
properties. Commercial or industrial properties may be included in the infill sewerage 
project, but only where the proposed reticulation sewer passes by the property. In this case, 
the properties in question are greater than 400 metres from the sewers necessary to serve 
residential properties and their inclusion would significantly add to the cost of this project. 

In addition, the low lying nature of the caravan park, chinese restaurant and tavern means 
that a gravity connection to the inftll sewerage project could only be provided by including 
a pumping station. Private pumping stations are required to be owned and operated by the 
property owner and do not become the responsibility or ownership of the 
Water Corporation. The pumping stations are normally only decommissioned once a 
permanent gravity or vacuum connection is available, which may come about from infill 
sewerage, mains extension or developer funded subdivision type works. This advice has 
been provided to both the caravan park owner and to the Shire of Harvey. 

. . ./-2 

20lh t'lllor. 197 SI Gcu'1!c, 1err.x:e, Perth. Weslern Au.lral;" t>lXXl TcI<phollt ({lSI '1222 9211 1''''';lTlil< COM) 1)321 6<Ml.' 
I:!.muil: j()hn-k.()beJke~dpc .W il-~IW. &J u Internet: www.minislcrs ·\It'U..b"O\'.LIulkt ,belkc.' 



p 
In this case. an alternative option could be to install reticulation sewers serving the three 
properties and a temporary Water Corporation pumping station and pressure main. Costs 
would still be the responsibility of the property owners. Should you wish to discuss this 
option or have further queries regarding this matter. it is suggested that you contact the 
Water Corporation's Team Leader Property Services, Mr Garry Crowd, on telephone 
97910423, who would be pleased to assist. 

Yours sincerely 

JOHN KOBELKE MLA 
MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES 

-2-



Our Reference: 
Our File: 
Enquiries: 

Hon. J C Kobelke 
Minister for Water Resources; Sport & Recreation 
20th Floor, Governor Stirling Tower 
197 St Georges Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Sir, 

06/16706 SD:SM 
A003517 
Mr Dandridge 

SEWERAGE RETICULATION AREA - EATON 6A & 7A, CLIFTON PARK 

Direct Line: 
(08) 9729 0333 

The Council of the Shire of Harvey is respectfully seeking your intervention to solve the following issue. 

As you are no doubt aware, the Government's infill sewerage programme commenced in Clifton Park in 2006. 

The purpose is to connect all residential properties to sewer with environmental concerns being one of the 
reasons. Council wishes to bring to your attention of three commercial premises which are in the project area but 
are not being connected. This is apparently due to the Water Corporation's policy which omits the connection, or 
provision of the infill to commercial premises. 

The three premises are as follows: 

• The Australind Tourist Caravan Park comprising of 14 motel units, three ablution blocks, 119 caravan 
and campsites and a private dwell ing. 

• Garden Palace Chinese Restaurant. 

• Collie Bridge Tavern. 

The three premises are substantial and rely on septic tanks and leach drains for effluent disposal and all have a 
history of faulty and failing disposal systems. 

Fully inverted leach drain systems engineered for the types of soil and water table conditions continue to fail 
even with continual maintenance and with considerable efforts by the owners. Council's Health Department are 
regularly requested to attend onsite to investigate effluent overflows and odour problems, especially with the 
Chinese Restaurant. The inability of onsite effluent disposal systems to function effectively under these poor 
conditions has required this Council's Health Department to seriously consider the temporary closure of the 
Chinese Restaurant on occasions. 

The cause of system failures are the water logged soils which are influenced by the Leschenault Estuary tidal 
system. This is magnified during the winter period, including this very dry winter. 

Council is somewhat perplexed that these three premises are being omitted due to a policy position. Strong 
consideration must surely be given to the evidence of potential environmental health issues by extending the 
sewer main approximately 400 - 450 metres whilst the expertise and construction team are available. 

. . .12. 
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Currently Council is also in the process of dealing with an application from the caravan park for the installation of 
a private sewer main to resolve their effluent disposal issues. However, Council is not supportive of private 
sewer mains unless that infrastructure becomes part of the future Water Corporation infill system . 

Council has been advised by the Water Corporation that this private sewer main would not be accepted into their 
infrastructure and furthermore that separate private mains would be required for each of the three premises. 

Therefore, it is Council's strong opinion that the provisions sewer main infrastructure is the responsibility of the 
State Government and the Water Corporation . It is antiCipated that you will pursue with some vigour Council's 
request for the extension of the Water Corporation sewer main to service those three premises. 

For any further enquiries, please contact the undersigned on (08) 9729 0333. 

Yours faithfully, 

SCOTT DANDRIDGE 
PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER 

29th November, 2006. 
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Hon John Kobelke BSe DipEd JP MLA 

Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Community Safety; Water Resources ; Sport and Recreation 
Leader of the House in the Legislative Assemhly 

Your Ref: 06/16706 SD:SM 
Our Ref: 14-11857 

Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Harvey 
PO Box 500 
HARVEY W A 6220 

Attention: Mr Scott Dandridge 
Principal Environmental Health Officer 

Dear Mr Dandridge 

Registration Number: 

SHIRE OF 'lIARVEY···· 
2 9 JAN Z007 

Retention/Dlsposa" ........... /" .. , ...... 
<t"O 
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Thank you for your letter of 29 November 2006 regarding Sewerage Reticulation Area -
Eaton 6A and 7 A, Clifton Park. 

The illfill Sewerage Program was established in 1994 as a program to provide deep 
sewerage to 100,000 properties at a total cost of $800 million. To date, over 84,000 
properties have been connected and subject to the availability of funding, the program will 
be completed in 2013. 

The illfill Sewerage Program was established to reduce the number of septic tank systems in 
established residential areas. It was not intended to provide for commercial or industrial 
properties. Commercial or industrial properties may be included in the infill sewerage 
project, but only where the proposed reticulation sewer passes by the property. ill this case, 
the properties in question are greater than 400 metres from the sewers necessary to serve 
residential properties and their inclusion would significantly add to the cost of this project. 

In addition, the low lying nature of the caravan park, chinese restaurant and tavern means 
that a gravity connection to the infill sewerage project could only be provided by including 
a pumping station. Private pumping stations are required to be owned and operated by the 
property owner and do not become the responsibility or ownership of the 
Water Corporation. The pumping stations are normally only decommissioned once a 
permanent gravity or vacuum connection is available, which may come about from infill 
sewerage, mains extension or developer funded subdivision type works. This advice has 
been provided to both the caravan park owner and to the Shire of Harvey. 
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In this case, an alternative option could be to install reticulation sewers serving the three 
properties and a temporary Water Corporation pumping station and pressure main. Costs 
would still be the responsibility of the property owners. Should you wish to discuss this 
option or have further queries regarding this matter, it is suggested that you contact the 
Water Corporation's Team Leader Property Services, Mr Garry Crowd, on telephone 
9791 0423, who would be pleased to assist. 

Yours sincerely 

JOHN KOBELKE MLA 
MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES 

-2-


