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Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes 

File Ref: 853.2 

1 st October 2009. 

Parliament of Western Australia 
Legislative Council - Environment and Public Affairs Committee 

E.mail: lomar@parliament.wa.gov.au 

Attention: Chairperson 

Submission Inquiry Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Legislative 
Council's, Environment and Public Affairs Committee's, Inquiry into Deep 
Sewerage in the Cockburn Area, who's noted 'Terms of Reference' are: 

1. deep sewerage in the Cockburn area; 
2. the funding, priorities and progress of the State's Infill Sewerage 

Program; 
3. whether there has been any delay in progressing the Infill Sewerage 

Program, and any issues arising from such delay, including cost, 
health, social and environmental issues; 

4. similar sewerage issues in other areas; and 
5. any other relevant matter. 

While not knowing the nature of the City of Cockburn's petition, it's 
understood, the Committee's terms of reference provide that, where relevant, 
it is to assess the merit of matters or issues arising from an inquiry in 
accordance with the principles of 'Ecologically Sustainable Development' 
(ESD), as matters which aim to meet the needs of Australians today, while 
minimising harm to the environment and conserving our ecosystems, for the 
benefit of future generations. 

Unlike the more routine deep sandy soils found with most coastal areas, the 
soil and geographical conditions existing largely throughout the Bridgetown
Greenbushes Shire, compromise the ESD principles. Under these conditions 
traditional on-site wastewater management is often not sustainable, especially 
on the smaller residential lots with the class 'M' soils. 

A large percentage of Bridgetown's residential area and some commercial I 
industrial areas are still unsewered, which given Bridgetown's particularly 
heavy clay soils, intermingled with heavy gravel soils, is highly undesirable, as 
conditions make subsoil drainage particularly difficult. 



The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes has on numerous occasions 
communicated with the Water Corporation and Health Department of Western 
Australia on the implications of deferral of intill sewerage in Bridgetown. Our 
last communication, in March 2006 identified the Shire's priority areas for 
future infill sewerage (copy attached). 

As a result of the Shire's communication, areas in Bridgetown were identified 
for inclusion in the 'Infill Program', with works initially scheduled to commence 
in March 2007 ((Bridgetown 1 E-Part 2), followed by the revised larger 
(Bridgetown 1 F) sewerage reticulated area scheduled to occur in December 
2008. 

It was subsequently acknowledged that some delays would occur in 
progressing the works, however these delays were described as only being 1-
2 years in duration and not a discontinuance of the proposed works which is 
the current position taken by the State Government. 

As a direct result of the written undertaking received from the Water 
Corporation, in December 2008, advising that the infill sewerage works were 
provisionally programmed to commence construction during the 2009/2010 
financial year, and with the consent of the Department of Health, new 
developments on lots within the 'Bridgetown 1 F' area, were granted 
concessions on the size of the wastewater system required to be installed. 

In all instances the systems approve comprised a single leach drain, which 
will be compromised by the delays resulting from the State Government and 
the Water Corporation State's decision to defer the Infill Sewerage Program, 
in respect to this Shire. 

In the event of the proposed infill sewer works being postponed for more than 
a few years there will be a need to review the concessions previously granted 
for wastewater systems in those areas previously identified for infill sewer. 

Progress on 'Infill Sewerage' within in the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire is 
essential for the future development in the unsewered residential and 
commercial/industrial areas for sustainability and community health reasons. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, or require any further assistance 
please do not hesitate to contact me at the Shire on 9761 1555. 

Yours faithfully 

RDWESTON 
Manager Health & 
Building Assets 
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Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes 

File Ref: 853.2 

24th March 2006. 

Director 
Environmental Health Directorate 
Health Department of WA 
PO Box 8172 
Stirling Street, 
PERTH WA 6849. 

Attention Julie Phelps 

PUB Ie 

Shire of Bridgetown - Greenbushes - Infill Sewerage Priority 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit Council priority areas for infill 
sewerage, a large percentage of Bridgetown's residential area and some 
commercial I industrial areas are still unsewered, which given Bridgetown's 
particularly heavy clay soils, intermingled with heavy gravel soils, is highly 
undesirable, as conditions make subsoil drainage particularly difficult. 

In the past the State Government and the Water Corporation have recognised 
the conditions in Bridgetown, undertaking to infill the balance of the 
commercial area and to extend the sewer to a further small portion of the 
residential area. 

It's understood the Corporation were forced to postpone further prioritised 
extensions for Bridgetown following the withdrawal of the previously 
successful infill program and have rescheduled any future extensions to 2016. 
This is despite previous recognitions of the constraints facing the locality and 
subsequent priority undertakings given. 

While I have only been in Bridgetown - Greenbushes for less than three 
months, in that time I have personally had to oversee the upgrading of 5 failed 
existing septic drainage systems. In all cases due to age and soil conditions. 

In addition to the normal health concerns associated with failed septic 
systems, failed systems in Bridgetown have the potential, via the town's 
stormwater drainage system, to impact directly on the Blackwood River, and 
the environment generally. The stormwater run-off from the townsite, including 
most of the residential and industrial areas, run naturally into the Blackwood. 



Further, Bridgetown has seen a development boom that the area hasn't seen 
in decades, with larger existing blocks within the townsite being subdivided 
and new subdivisions being created; usually on septic systems. 

While in many instances developments are on sloping blocks, a combination 
of the poor soil conditions together with the frequently occurring natural 
subsoil streams and other subsoil drainage issues, make sighting drains 
difficult, and the opportunity for guaranteeing a long term operation virtually 
impossible. 

As most of the recorded problems arise from areas to the east of the townsite, 
the priority area in Bridgetown would encompass those residential areas (as 
shown in blue on the attached Water Corporation plan). 

Extending the sewerage to the south of the town, in the vicinity of Walter 
Street and Coronation Street is also seen as a priority area for Bridgetown, 
particularly given the existence of the same soil conditions and the closer 
proximity to the Blackwood River, though it is appreciated a separate pump 
station would most likely be required. 

While highlighting priority areas, there is no record of any previous 
consideration being given to the townsite of Greenbushes, which has very 
similar, geological and topographic conditions, and appears to have never 
been previously considered under an infill program. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter, or require any further assistance 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully 

RDWESTON 
Principal Environmental 
Health I Building Officer 

PO Box 271, Bridgetown, W A, 6255 
Ph: (08)97611555 Fax: (08)97612023 
Email: RWeston@bridgetown.wa.gov.au 


