
 

The Oriental Orthodox Churches of WA 
 

Re: Children & Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 Section 53 

Dear members of the Legislation Committee of the Legislative Council 

 

We greet you with peace and love.  

We are the undersigned representatives of the Oriental Orthodox Churches present in Western 

Australia. The Oriental Orthodox churches are part of the bigger Christian Family including Orthodox, 

Catholic, Protestant and other Christian denominations in the world. The Oriental Orthodox 

Churches consist of the Syrian, the Coptic, the Ethiopian, the Eritrean, the Indian, and the Armenian 

Apostolic Churches who are considered to be the oldest Christian denominations of the world. Our 

congregations mount to a total of more than 200 million followers around the world with our largest 

concentrations residing in the greater Syria, Egypt, India, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Armenia, and Lebanon, 

with Dioceses spread throughout the entire world.  

In the Orthodox churches we highly regard the seven sacraments of the  church and we consider 

them as the seven pillars of our Orthodox faith amongst which is the sacrament of confession. Upon 

receiving the anointment of priesthood, the priest takes an oath before God, the hierarchy of the 

church and the congregation to maintain the confidentiality and secrecy of people’s confessions. 

This oath includes maintaining the confidentiality of the confession, whereby it cannot be shared 

with other fellow priests, hierarchy, or the family of the confessing person, regardless of their age. 

This has been the dogma of our church for the past 2000 years. 

Introducing change to this sacraments would bring unrest and a sense of instability to all the faithful 

followers of our churches and may have unforeseen implications.  Furthermore, as clergy we believe 

that such change to the fundamental understanding of the Confession Sacrament, would prevent 

people from repenting and admitting their sins before the priest. However, priests have always 

encouraged the confessing person who has admitted to any criminal act to surrender themselves to 

the authorities to allow the state justice system to take its course.  The advice from the priest is for 

the confessing person to willingly and with no threats as a part of the truthfulness of their 

repentance to report their crime to the civil authorities. We may also consider disallowing them 
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from receiving the Holy Communion which constitutes a fundamental part of the authenticity of the 

repentance process.  

In addition, the clergy will always encourage the victims of any act of abuse regardless of nature, to 

report to the authorities so that justice can take its course.   

In introducing the proposed changes, we as the Oriental Orthodox Church consider the changes to 

have an adverse impact on us.  The below points summarize some of the impact as we see it today: 

1. as a major stakeholder in this matter, we have not been consulted before submitting this 

amendment to the Act. This reflects a major dejection of our faith, and our right as religious 

Australian citizens to express our opinion in such important matter. 

2. tampering with the sacrament of confession, which is a mandatory act for spiritual salvation 

of Christians, is considered an attack on the rights of the faithful who practice this 

sacrament. 

3. other acts of abuse or harm such as murder, rape and assault are equally abhorrent, would 

the churches be forced to report on those acts in the future?  So, where do you draw the 

line? 

4. this is one step further towards the state taking over the church and forcing it to forgo its 

teachings and dogma, which completely goes against the concept of separating the church 

and the state. 

5. The relationship between the confessing person and the confessor is built on trust. If the 

person who is confessing would have any doubt that his/her confession priest would divulge 

their confession to the authorities,  

a. firstly, they would not confess.  

b. secondly, there would be no trust in the clergy. 

c. thirdly, they would lose their salvation.  

d. fourthly, the state has lost an opportunity in which a confessing person may  

surrender themselves to the authorities upon the advice received from the 

confession priest. 

6. We feel that this Bill is only targeting Christian religious group, due to the fact that 

Confession is only a requirement in Christianity.  Furthermore, the Bill doesn’t detail how 

this will be enforced in other religious groups.   

As Clergies in the Oriental Orthodox Churches, we have a clear duty of care towards our 

congregation members.  This entails to ensure that all measures of safety are in place to protect 

all the parishioners regardless of age or gender.  Moreover, we ensure that all servants who 

have contact with minors within the church are screened for working with children, granted a 

working with children permit, as well as having a good standing within the church community. 

In summary, we don’t condone any illegal act, nevertheless, we would like to clearly express our 

disagreement with this section of the Bill and we consider it to be a direct assault on our 

fundamental church faith and community.   

We also as the Oriental Church Clergy are happy and willing to work with the Law Makers 

without compromising our church teachings and dogma.  
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St Ephraim Syrian Orthodox   

Syrian Orthodox Church in WA   
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Very Rev Father Abram Abdelmalek   Very Rev Father Siltane Birhanemeskel 

Coptic Orthodox Church of WA   Eritrean Orthodox Church in WA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




