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Dear Legislation Committee, 
I am writing to you in connection with Clause 124BA of the Children and Community Services Amendment 
Bill 2019 and the free practice of religion here in West Australia. 
I am concerned about the consequences of this bill as it currently stands before Parliament.  
My concerns are: 
* The Church in Australia cannot make up its own rules, the seal of the Confessional is governed by the 
Vatican, priests cannot act against it or they would be in violation of their priesthood and lose it. 
The Bill acts against a cherished value of our culture and heritage, the freedom to practice one's religion. 
 
* The Confessional is a religious and spiritual reality, and of vital importance in the life of many Catholics, 
including survivors of sexual abuse who use it much more than the rare abuser. If its seal is broken it loses 
its safety for seriously wounded people.  
 If an abuser did go to a priest and genuinely confess his crime he would be asked to make reparation and 
follow the law - to go to the civil authorities and report his crime. If he did not feel guilty about his crime, 
he would not go Confession in the first place.  
 
* The Royal Commission recommended 5 groups for mandatory reporting, this Bill only addresses 1. There 
hasn't been adequate consultation with the main stake-holders and the government is targeting only 
ministers of religion in this Bill.  
 
  * Rather than force the Church to implement mandatory reporting, which is beyond its power to do, the 
Government should instead consult and work collaboratively with the Church to implement and improve 
practices that are within the Church’s power to implement. Our Church here already has one of the best 
programs for safeguarding children anywhere.  
 
Thank you for giving this Bill your full consideration and for all the work you do for our state, 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Marjo Hannele  

 

 
 
 
 
 




