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Dear Convener, 
Please accept my submission regarding  the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill. 
 
The Bill is superfluous because, as Archbishop Costelloe writes, "It seems that most priests have rarely, if 
ever. had the sin and crime of sexual abuse confessed to them. Some prominent priests, such as Fr. Frank 
Brennan SJ, have publicly alluded to this.  Many sexual predators do not acknowledge, even to themselves, 
the true nature of their offending. they are unlikely to confess something about which they do not feel 
guilty. In the Catholic tradition the possibility of an anonymous Confession must be provided.  Often the 
physical arrangement of the Confessional or Reconciliation Room is such that anonymity is assured.  In 
addition there is nothing that obliges a  person to confess to a priest who knows him or her.  Often, a person 
will deliberately seek out a priest to whom they are unknown.  This presumably is the case if a person is 
conscious of matters about which they are deeply ashamed.  It is easier to bear their soul to someone whom 
they do not know and whom they will not need to meet again.  If an adult reveals in Confession that he or 
she was abused by someone else, or if a child reveals that he or she is being abused by someone else, then 
the priest can, and should, make it very clear to the person that as soon as the Confession has been 
completed the priest is available to speak privately with the person to explore ways in which the priest can 
assist the person the report the abuse to the police". 
    
The Bill is unfair because it singles out Ministers of Religion for mandatory reporting, while not compelling 
psychologists, school counsellors, lawyers and probably others for mandatory reporting. 
 
I look forward to the rejection of this Bill because of the reasons stated above. 
 
Yours faithfully  
Phillip MORAN 

   
 
 




