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Inquiry into local government 

I would like to make a submission to the inquiry. 

As you can see I am a councillor for the city of canning and would like to submit the following to be 
considered. 

I would submit that there are 3rd party appeal rights given to not only the proponents (as is the case now) 
but also any person, persons or organisation that may dispute the proposal applied for to any DAP 
committee. 

Currently only the proponent can appeal a JDAP decision whilst any person who puts up an objection no 
matter how substantial has no right of appeal if the decision goes in favour of the proponent. 

This is not only unfair but makes a mockery of natural justice. 

In other words what's good for the goose should be good for the gander. 

Now before you dismiss this as an uneducated submission because of the goose reference I will inform you 
that I am a paralegal in my daily profession and do know a little about just procedural justice and fairness 
etc. 

Also, I would like to submit that any elected member who cannot attend a council meeting CANNOT 
exercise a proxy vote. If you can't attend then you can't vote whether you have access to video conferencing 
or not. 

This could easily lead to hacking and misinformation. The remote member does not see what is happening 
in the chamber and may easily miss some points due to technical failure. 

Lastly, I am actually a proponent of compulsory voting but not for doing away with wards. 

If you do not have the ward system, it would lead to gross manipulation by political parties as they would be 
the only ones that could afford to canvass and approach whether by mail or personally all those in his or her 
electorate. 

I believe that all election material should be honest and the standing person have to state if they are a 
member of a political party on their flyer and social media etc accounts. 

Currently there is no law preventing anyone from stating anything on their flyer whether truthful or not. 
This is totally unacceptable as you can outright lie on your flyer and there is no law against it or any 
transgression of the electoral act. .... ! checked. 

I trust you will take these submissions into account in your deliberations. 

Regards 



Cr. Lindsay Hollandi Beeliar Ward 
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