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Legislation Committee

Subject: Children and Community Services Amendment Bill

From:    
Sent: Thursday, 23 July 2020 8:30 PM 
To: Legislation Committee <lclc@parliament.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 

 
Dear Legislation Committee, 
I am writing today with concerns relating to the Children and Community Services Amendment 
Bill 2019 and the free practice of religion here in Western Australia. 
My concerns about the proposed government bill as it presently stands before Parliament are as 
follows: 
Those whose lives are already broken and devastated will pay an even greater price by the 
policing of the confessional. Justice must be for all and not for the few. Survivors use the 
Confession to seek healing. I myself am a survivor being abused as a young child. With the use 
of confession, many survivors feel that it's the only safe place they can easily access without 
cost, to seek healing and support about their trauma. 
Paedofiles very rarely confess their sin and crime in Confession and if they do, the Confession 
presents an opportunity to reform the offenders. People who commit these crimes have no 
conscience and would never want to admit they have done wrong, the very thought of 
confession would humiliate them as they have sorrow for their sins and would be too proud. 
The Catholic Church in Australia has implemented 79 out of the 80 recommendations put 
forward in the Royal Commission's Final Report, except for the recommendation relating to 
breaking the Seal of Confession, which the bishops cannot change or rule on. This is a decision 
for the Holy See in Rome and only the Holy See has that authority. Recently on the 18th of May 
2020, Archbishop Costelloe pointed out that most priests have rarely,if ever, had the sin and 
crime of sexual abuse confessed to them. No other organisation outside the Catholic Church of 
Australia has a similar or as large scale programme for the safeguarding of children as  exists in 
WA. 
The Amendment Bill requires the bishops and priests to violate the law of the Catholic Church, 
causing them to be automatically dismissed from their office according to church law. This 
places an unacceptably high cost on all bishops and priests in WA, and in turn infringes on the 
free practice of religion in our state. 
This will have devastating effects to society as whole community. We need the Seal of 
Confession for healing and renewing lives. 
I am truly grateful for the work the committee has undertaken to ensure this bill is in the best 
interest of all the children it needs to protect, and all those who have survived sexual abuse. I 
wish you well in your endeavours to ensure the best practice of child protection here in Western 
Australia. 
Yours Sincerely,  
    
 

  

        




