
PTA Enquiry Submissions 2021. 

 

CASE 1 

For the start of the 2021 school year, the Katanning Punchmirup Bus Service under instruction from 

the PTA was to meet a connecting bus - Kojonup Marleyup as of 1/2/21, to take a student who had 

recently completed Year 10 at the Kojonup District High School in 2020.  This student wished to finish 

Years 11 and 12 and complete his ATAR at Katanning Senior High School rather than go away to 

boarding school. 

Our wait time on the first afternoon transfer was a staggering 40 minutes, that’s after a 40 minute 

drive to reach the connecting bus.  

The reason for such a long wait time is that all four schools in Katanning have an Early Close of 2:30pm, 

Kojonup schools do NOT have an early close on Monday and finish at their usual time of 3:10pm. 

Rather than wait for 40 plus minutes every Monday, I measured and timed a run from our transfer 

point to the student’s residence.  The distance to the student’s house was 19.4kms and a travel time 

of 18 minutes. Of this 19.9kms total, 13.3kms was a sealed road in excellent condition. 

Tuesday to Friday the Kojonup Marleyup bus was waiting on the Katanning Punchmirup bus for at 

least 10 minutes consistently. 

I said waiting on a Monday for 40 plus minutes was far from ideal and that I was prepared to run the 

student straight home which meant avoiding a 40 minute wait and then a further 13 minutes to get 

home on a connecting bus. 

I rang the PTA again on 15/2/21 to see if there had been any progress in reducing or eliminating the 

wait times but was told “we haven’t had time to have a good look at it” 

Monday 22/2/21 was a 39 degree day, after sitting idle for 30 minutes with the bus running and the 

air-conditioner struggling, I rang the PTA again and asked them if they had made any progress in 

sorting the waiting time for myself and the last student on my bus, I was transferred to  

who stated that 

 “If the student is not on the bus for anytime over 90 minutes, then there isn’t an issue and I should 

just await the Kojonup Marleyup bus” 

I said “That’s easy to say, especially when the air-conditioner is working in your office, because the 

bus air-conditioner is struggling in this heat” 

That call was cut short and there still has not been any resolution to my initial enquiry. 

Mathematically a 40 minute wait every Monday for 40 weeks of the year equates to 26 hours sitting 

idle with the bus running, with a driver and student aboard. 

 

 

 

 



CASE 2 

Another concern with all bus passengers is the Eligible versus Complimentary scenarios. 

We had a case in the first quarter of 2021 where a new student who’s closest school was 14.9 kms 

(Broomehill Primary School) from his home classified as a complimentary student as his parents 

enrolled him at Katanning Primary School as once he finishes Primary School, he will be going to 

Katanning Senior High School.  Katanning Primary School is 21.2 kms from their residence. 

This Complimentary scenario came to our attention after there was a new applicant for the Katanning 

Punchmirup Bus, there was not enough seats, and the decision was to remove this Complimentary 

student who lives 14.9kms from his nearest school rather than another student on the same bus who 

is only 2.2kms from their chosen Catholic school. 

 

CASE 3 

The Katanning Warren Road Bus Service has a family of three who has been on this service for the last 

7 years.  

At the start of the 2020 school year, this family changed schools due to personal reasons from Braeside 

Primary School which is the closest school to their residence to Katanning Primary School which is a 

further 2.1 kms from Braeside. 

The family although eligible as they live 15.8 kms from town, had their new application for Katanning 

Primary School rejected as it was not their closest school. 

The Katanning Warren Road Bus Service at that stage had 9 students in total including the oldest 

sibling of this family who was eligible as he was attending Katanning Senior High School. This meant 

we were picking up from their gateway but were not able to take the other two younger siblings as 

they were not attending their closest school. 

After many hours of phone calls to the PTA, meetings with the Shire President and our local member 

for Roe District, Mr Peter Rundle, approval was finally granted 4 weeks into the start of the new school 

year. 

 

Thankyou for your time in reading these submissions, these are just a few examples of the issues that 

as contractors we are facing on a more regular occurrence.  As owner drivers we are fully aware that 

NO two runs are the same and this is the reason the contractor’s voice needs to be heard.  

Nobody knows the Bus Run, the roads, the families and the children who need this service better 

than your local bus contractor. 

 
Kind regards  

 
Troy and Kym Hamon 

Katanning Warren Road - 13166 
Katanning Punchmirup - 3935 
Katanning Kwobrup - 17453 




