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Subject: SEAL OF CONFESSION Legislation Committee

-----Original Message----- 
From:    
Sent: Wednesday, 22 July 2020 12:50 PM 
To: Legislation Committee <lclc@parliament.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: SEAL OF CONFESSION Legislation Committee 
 
 
> Legislation Committee Parliament House                                    
> 4 Harvest Terrace.                                                                          
> West Perth 6005.                                                                            
>  
> Dear Legislation Committee 
> This letter is in reference to the proposed change to the Seal of Confession  as mentioned in the Children 
and Community Service Amendment Bill 2019. 
>  
> I strongly oppose the change and fully support retaining the Seal of Confession in its entirety. I do 
understand members of the committee have the best interest of children , teenagers, and families , 
however to take away the Seal of Confession is evidence that there is a lack of understanding how the 
effect such a situation will impact on survivors of abuse .The trust in the Seal of Confession a place of 
absolute confidentiality and discretion will become riddled with fear that their very private situation will be 
disclosed. The victim will not heal and the pain of being alone with this devastating secret will never end.  
> The very people you are proposing to protect will indeed suffer more with no hope of justice, or peace.  
> Having worked with children who have been abused , sexually,  
> physically , emotionally, Carries much responsibility , you need to listen intently, give total attention and 
time ,no matter how long it takes, give support , encouragement , genuine compassion , and advice only 
when it is asked for. 
>  
> In my experience there were two points which particularly affected all  
> cases , The first, was the debilitating sense of fear, before disclosing information  there was always the 
statement " Promise me you won't tell anyone " 
> And second was the disclosure that in all these cases  the perpetrator was a family member, Father, 
brother, uncle, Granddad . And because of this close relationship the victim had a misguided belief the 
person loved them and the victim  didn't want to place blame but rather be the guilty one. 
>  
> The Seal of Confession has so much to offer the victim , confidentiality,  support , wise counselling and 
encouragement to speak without time constraint , non judgemental acceptance that the victim is believed . 
The victim can return often to talk and be guided in trust , to access this help and assist the healing .For 
many people to be able to do so without counting the financial cost is enormously beneficial. Who else but 
a Priest bound by the Seal of Confession can offer such help . 
>  
> I request you take time to fully understand the trust, the hope, the care , the peace and healing  that 
comes to a victim/survivor through accessing the Seal of Confession truly believing in the silence a Priest is 
bound to.  
>  
> I appreciate your time and am grateful to you for considering what I have written. 
> Yours respectfully 




