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The Catholic Social Justice Council of the Archdiocese of Perth submits the following brief
comments in accord with the Terms of Reference of the inquiry.
Progress in relation to the implementation of the Coroner's findings in relation to the death
ofMrWard.
We were pleased to see that the Government supported all of the Coroner's recommendations.
We also have had an up-to-date and positive briefing from the Department of Corrections
concerning the transportation of prisoners throughout Western Australia. While progress has
been made since the death of Mr Ward we would like to see a commitment by the Minister and
the Department of Corrections to a systematic implementation plan including specific actions on
the Coroner's
recommendations, provision of adequate resources and achievable timeframes
for completion of these actions.
The feasibility of air transport or video conferencing instead of long haul transport.
We understand that National Standards for prisoner transport, initiated by the WA Department of
Corrections, are to be proposed for ratification at the next Australian meeting of Corrective
Services Departments in July 2010. There may be additional standards that apply to Western
Australia given the long hauls required, the gross over-representation of indigenous people in our
prisons, the unacceptable imprisonment of people who should rather be in psychiatric care, the
high rate of imprisonment in WA and other considerations. In the selection of a new service
provider for prisoner transport, consideration could be given to a protocol of shared
responsibility with Corrections, the Police Department and the selected service provider.
We are informed that there are 50,000 prisoner movements per annum in WA. In implementing
this TOR, the committee could ask Corrections for a timeline to reduce this number to, say,

25,000 per annum, especially by the introduction of effective video conferencing in as many
rural and remote locations as is feasibly possible.
The scope and efficacy of Government action to reduce indigenous incarceration and
recidivism rates to prevent further indigenous deaths in custody.

One of the great difficulties in implementing effective policies with WA's indigenous
citizens
has been and continues to be the coordination of agencies and Departments in
effecting
lasting change in their local physical conditions and standards of living. An
indigenous voice
in the design, development and implementation of policies, in this case policies to reduce gross
over-representation in W A prisons, is absolutely essential. State Governments should involve
indigenous people in every step along the way and must oblige all relevant Government
Departments to provide coordinated services in a cooperative and timely way. The Department
of Corrective Services should be working very closely with the Indigenous Affairs Department
to involve not only indigenous elders but the increasingly skilled and effective young indigenous
people.
We are particularly pleased to hear from both the Minister and senior officers of the
Department of Corrections that they are looking for unused Government properties to
reestablish for educational, training and community corrections facilities. The reopening of
Riverbank this week should be a start and, with meaningful work and training, a model for
similar centres in all the other regions of WA.
Whether the Coroner's Act 1996 (WA) should be amended to require the Government to
respond to coronial recommendations within a set timeframe;

We strongly urge the State Government to consider that action on all supported
recommendations of the Coroner be begun to be implemented with a specific
implementation plan of action, timeframes and review within three months of the Coroner's
findings and recommendations.
and any other relevant matter.

Mr Ward's death in deeply shameful circumstances, while in the hands of the State, is a wound,
not only on Mr Ward's family but on the whole community of Warburton. We urge the State
Government to immediately finalise compensation for Mr Ward's family in addition to providing
in Warburton a facility, such as Riverbank in Caversham, where a concerted effort in involving
the Warburton community in practical community corrections orders can be implemented on a
local level in place of imprisonment outside their lands.

The Catholic Social Justice Council thanks you, Mr Ellis, and the Committee for the opportunity
to submit these brief considerations.

John Hollywood
Chair

